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Course description and Learning objectives: 

This course Global Issues and Debates gives an overview of topics that constitute the core of 

the global issues discussed in the media, by executive boards and governments of the world. 

Among them the influence of globalization on communication within and outside workplace, 

ethical, economic and political dilemmas that directly or indirectly influence the life of virtually 

any contemporary community. In a globalized world not only management and leadership, but 

people’s everyday life becomes more internationally oriented. Different cultures around the 

globe do not have one universal interaction style and students are offered an opportunity to 

develop a more conscious approach to their practices of studying foreign languages and 

communicating internationally. Within the course students acquire basic English presentation 

skills, familiarize themselves with the techniques and the language for debating, develop their 

critical thinking skills. The course Global Issues and Debates  combines teaching of Academic 

English with the analysis of case studies, independent literature research and team projects.  

Learning Outcomes  

The aim is twofold: along with revising pertinent grammar structures, expanding vocabulary, 

enhancing their reading and listening, students improve their communication practices, as well as 

make their functioning within the discourse of social sciences more effective. The course is 

targeted predominantly at the students of 200th level and is focused on the quality of oral output 

in the form of both rehearsed and spontaneous speech. 

Reading List: 

M.Foley, D.Hall, My Grammar Lab B1/B2, Pearson Education, 2012.  

Optional: 

Cotton D., Language leader: intermediate : coursebook and CD-ROM, Pearson Education, 2011  

Clare A., Total English : intermediate: students' book, Pearson Education, 2009 

Additional materials will be distributed by the instructor throughout the semester. 

http://opac.hse.ru/absopac/index.php?url=/notices/index/177673/default


Assessment: 

Throughout the course students accumulate points for a variety of tasks. Tasks have different 

weights. Individual student's progress will be measured against the maximum possible score in 

each module and then converted to NES grades. The minimal passing grade is 60% of the 

module maximum score. The types of graded assignments are the following: weekly quizzes (15 

points); presentations (30 points); one-to-one debate (20 points); participation in team debates 

(15 points); final project which encompasses a TED talk and a Q&A session (30points).  

Grading breakdown: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance:   

You are counted as absent if you miss more than 25 minutes of any class. Regular attendance is 

essential to completing the course with good results. You are allowed to be absent 5 times during 

the semester. Each subsequent absence will deduce 1 point from the final grade. If due to 

personal circumstances you miss multiple classes you will need to document your absence and 

contact both the instructor and the administration.  However, if you miss over 30% of the classes 

for whatever reason, you will not be able to receive a passing grade for the course. Failing to 

submit an assignment will result in the deduction of the weight of the assignment  from the total 

amount of points.  

Late Work: 

As the course is focused on interaction, discussion and public speaking, only some of the missing 

assignments can be compensated for at a later date. Students are allowed to write 3 quizzes/tests 

after classes if they fail to be in class on a due date, this will need preliminary arrangement with 

the instructor confirmed via e-mail. The make-up quizzes/tests must be arranged within two 

weeks after the quiz/test date. Two presentations can be given after classes but they cannot 

receive a grade higher than “5” (on NES scale). Discussion and debating tasks require class 

participation and cannot be re-taken. Grades received throughout the semester for the course 

assignments are final and cannot be upgraded by submitting extra work.  

You will also need to contact the instructor in advance concerning any issues that prevent you 

from participating in class.  

Make-up Work: 

10 excellent 90 5+ 

9 85 5 

8 80 5- 

7  good 75 4+ 

6 70 4 

5 satisfactory 65 3+ 

4 60 3 

3 unsatisfactory 50 3- 

2 45 2 

1 40 2- 



If a student receives a failing grade for the course, he/she will be able to try and complete an 

individual project to demonstrate that, given extra preparation time, he/she is able to handle the 

course material. The maximum grade that the student can receive for the make-up is “5” (on 

NES scale).  This project must be completed during the designated make-up period and will be 

assessed by a three-member panel, including the course instructor. 

The make-up project consists of 3 parts: 

1) A TED talk style presentation plus a Q&A session. In this assignment the student needs 

to demonstrate the ability to: a) search and critically analyse information; b) approach  

public speaking creatively and engage the audience; c) use basic presenting techniques 

(structuring, organizing efficiently, managing time, control the non-verbal language, 

voice and articulation); d) handle critical questions politely and elegantly. 

2) A TEST that encompasses the grammatical and lexical material of the course  

3) A one-on-one interview with the instructor in which the student will need to talk 

spontaneously on a number of course related topics and respond to counter-arguments. In 

this assignment the student needs to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the textual 

material of the course, be able to structure their statements in a coherent, cohesive and 

logical way, use a variety of language means to get their point across.  

Course schedule: 

Unit 1: Environment vs. Economy 

Studying the topic & mastering the vocabulary. 

Vocabulary: Environmental protection; ecological issues; global economy; corporate business; 

ethics 

Types of information; making hypotheses; rhetorical strategies; framing templates 

Debate “We borrowed the Earth from our children” 

Informative presentation: Environmental controversies  

Unit 2: Interventionism vs. Isolationism 

Vocabulary: Immigration; politics; markets; global business 

Studying the topic & mastering the grammar. Tenses revision 

Creating mind-maps; discussion facts and opinions; inferences; rhetorical strategies 

Mastering presentation skills 

Informative presentation: Global market controversies 

Unit 3: Wealth Redistribution  

Studying the topic & mastering the vocabulary 



Vocabulary: Income; spending; GDP; economics of happiness 

Constructing Critical discourse. Discussing facts and opinions; rhetorical strategies; tentative 

language 

Debate “Collaboration or Competition?” 

Structuring the presentation; introduction and conclusions; hooking the audience 

Presentation “Expressing opinion: Can  there be a fair state?” 

Unit 4: Cultural Preservation vs. Diversity  

Studying the topic & mastering the grammar. Modal verbs. 

Rhetorical strategies; handling questions; tentative language and euphemisms 

Debate “Is a global culture the future of humanity or a useless chimera?” 

Unit 5: Security vs. Freedom  

Vocabulary: Civil rights; protest; law enforcement organs; surveilance 

Logical traps and Fallacies  

Debate “Security is more important than freedom” 

Mastering presentation skills. Articulation and gestures 

Unit 6: Education vs. Field Experience 

Studying the topic & mastering the grammar . Complex sentences 

Framing and polishing your argument 

Debate “We don’t need no education!” 

Mastering presentation skills. The best presenters’ secrets  

Special Equipment and Software Support:  

The following software programs from local HSE network (by contract) will be used in class: 

• Microsoft Windows 7 Professional RUS or 

• Microsoft Windows 10 or 

• Microsoft Windows 8.1 Professional RUS  

The multi-media projector will be required for presentations as well. 

 

 


