
Syllabus 

«Social cognition», Lecture materials, course structure and the syllabus are 

prepared by Marina Iosifyan 

Утверждена  

Проректором С.Ю.Рощиным 

от «»  2019 г. 

 

1. Course Description 

a. « Social cognition» 

b. The course is introductory and does not require specific prerequisites, apart 

from basic knowledge of general, cognitive and social psychology.  

c. Course Type elective 

d. The following course is an introduction to topics in social cognition. The 

course discusses the history of social cognition and the main theories, 

currents issues and empirical research in social cognition. Research methods 

used in social cognition studies are also discussed. 

2. Learning Objectives  

The main learning objectives of the course are: 

 To introduce the approach and history of social cognition 

 To introduce the theories and current issues in social cognition 

 To develop the skills of analysis of empirical studies in social cognition 

 To develop the skills of applying methods measuring different aspects of 

social cognition 

3. Learning Outcomes 

 After completing the study of the “Social cognition”:  

 Students should have a profound knowledge of definition and key concepts 

of social cognition and its history.  

 Students should owe a system of main categories and methods in social 

cognition.  

 Students should have a profound knowledge of theories explaining the 

perceptual mind reading and cognitive understanding of others’ mind. 

 Students should have a profound knowledge of implicit processes in social 



cognition and can use diverse methods of their measurement. 

 

4. Course Plan 

Lecture 1. Definition of social cognition. Early understanding and modern 

understanding of social cognition.  

Lecture 2. Areas of research in social cognition: theory of mind, organization of 

social knowledge and attitudes, implicit social cognition, development of these 

processes, their abnormalities and neural correlates.  

Lecture 3. The definition of mind reading. The brief history of mind-reading 

research. 

Lecture 4. A split between perceptual mind reading and cognitive understanding of 

others’ mind. 

Lecture 5. Perceptual mind-reading. 

Lecture 6. Perceptual mind-reading development and its abnormalities. 

Lecture 7. The definition of theory of mind. The history of theory of mind 

research. 

Lecture 8. Abnormalities of theory of mind. 

Lecture 9. How to measure the accuracy of understanding of other’s mind? 

Lecture 10. Implicit theory of mind. Explicit and implicit methods of investigation 

of mind-reading.  

Lecture 11 The role of attitudes in social cognition. 

Lecture 12. Investigating attitudes development, structure and change.  

Lecture 13. Definition of implicit processes. 

Lecture 14. Methods of measuring implicit processes in social cognition.  
 

 

5. Reading List 

a. Required 

1. D. Carlston (2013). Oxford Handbook of Social Cognition. Oxford 

University Press. 

2. S. Fiske, & C. N. Macrae (2012). Sage Handbook of Social 

Cognition.  Los Angeles: SAGE. 

b. Optional 

1. Baron-Cohen, S., Leslie, A. M., & Frith, U. (1985). Does the autistic 

child have a “theory of mind”? Cognition, 21(1), 37–46. 

2. Greenwald, A. G., Poehlman, T. A., Uhlmann, E. L., & Banaji, M. R. 

(2009). Understanding and using the Implicit Association Test: III. 

Meta-analysis of predictive validity. Journal of Personality and Social 

Psychology, 97(1), 17–41. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0015575 



6. Grading System  

Type of 

grading 

Type of work 
Characteristics 

#  

Student 

presentations 

(SP) 

1 Making presentations 

Class 

participation  
2 Attendance of classes 

Mid-term test 

(MT) 
3 

Results of the mid-term 

tests 

Essay (E) 4 
Writing a two-pages essay 

on one of the topics 

Final exam 

(FE) 
5 Written exam, 120 min 

Final Grade formula 0.2*SP + 0.3*MT+0.2E+0.3FE 

 

Note:  

 you cannot miss more than three classes 

 

7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment 

Student presentations. The task consists of 20 minutes individual 

presentation with PowerPoint, followed by a 20 min discussion. The 

presentation should analyse an empirical study, distributed in the group (a 

week before the presentation itself). 

Attendance. You cannot miss more than three classes. 

Mid-term tests. There are three mid-term tests. The first test is based on the 

topics of lectures 1-6. The second test is based on the topics of lectures 7-10. 

The third test is based on the topics of lectures 11-14. All tests include 

multiple-choice questions, open and close questions. 

Essay. The 2 pages essay (not including references and title page), 12 font, 

single spaced. The essay should include the problem statement, arguments 

and conclusion. 

Final assessment is the final exam. Students have to demonstrate knowledge 

of social cognition theory and methods. 

 

Grading: 

Individual presentation – 20% of final mark 

Mid-term tests – 30% of final mark 

Essay – 20% of final mark 

Written exam – 30% of final mark 

All grades, having a fractional part greater than 0.5, are rounded up. 

Academic integrity policy Cheating, plagiarism, and any other violations of 

academic ethics are not tolerated. 



 

               Table of Grade Accordance 

Ten-point 

Grading Scale 

Five-point 

Grading Scale 

 

 

1 - very bad 

2 – bad 

3 – no pass 

 

Unsatisfactory - 2 FAIL 

4 – pass 

5 – highly pass 

 

Satisfactory – 3 

PASS 

6 – good 

7 – very good 

 

Good – 4 

8 – almost excellent 

9 – excellent 

10 – perfect 

Excellent – 5 

 

8. Methods of Instruction 

The following educational technologies are used in the study process: 

 Lectures, covering the history, main theoretical issues and methods 

of social cognition. Interactive forms of teaching are applied, such 

as group discussion, case analysis, presentations. 

 Seminars include: 

 Group discussion.  

 During the seminars, students make their own presentations 

of the empirical studies in social cognition.  

 Students conduct and analyze different methods (mostly 

computerized) of social cognition research. 

 Students write essays and tests and have an opportunity to 

receive a feedback. 

 

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required) 

Classrooms for lectures should be equipped with a multimedia projector with 

the remote control. Classrooms for seminars should be equipped with personal 

computers and multimedia projector with the remote control.  


