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The course provides a perspective of the main issues affecting the security of the Asian Pacific region, 

the relations between the key regional players and the Russian involvement in the regional affairs.  

The course will focus on the Chinese policies and will examine the current trends in the development 

of the Chinese foreign policy, defense, defense industrial policies and their effects on the behaviour of 

the other regional players. The current structure and evolution of the Chinese State and Party organs 

involved in the foreign policy and security decision making will also be examined. 

The final objective is to explain how the quickly evolving security   situation in the Asia Pacific is 

affecting the policies of the countries, big and small all around the world and how they are affecting, 

and will affect in future, the global economy.  

 

Course prerequisites 

The course combines the knowledge of international relations theory, world 

history, contemporary global trends. The students of the course should obtain:  

 The basic knowledge of political and economic developments in the Asia-Pacific 

region;  

 Understanding of the specificity of globalization and regionalism as international 

phenomena;  

 Good command of English.   

The course is developed in accordance with educational standard of the 

National Research University Higher School of Economics.  

 

Learning objectives 

The course aims to initiate a broad discussion on key trends shaping the current 

evolution of the Asia-Pacific region. The principal tasks of the course stem from its aim and 

include discussions on:   

 Conceptual issues related to the security in North-East Asia;  

 The specificity of key regional security challenges;  

 Issues related to the connectivity schemes spanning through the Asia-Pacific region;  

The Reading List below each section is comprised of selected academic papers. The list is 

constantly updated to allow the students to follow the most recent research.  

Expected learning outcomes 

On completing the course, students will obtain: 
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 In-depth and practically-oriented knowledge on the present developments of the Asia-

Pacific region;   

 Understanding of the evolution of Asia-Pacific regionalism;  

 Understanding of the specificity of Asia-Pacific security challenges;   

 Systemic and multidimensional approach to analyzing key trends shaping the economic, 

political and security landscape of the Asia-Pacific region;  

 Good debate and presentation skills;   

 

Who will benefit by attending this course 

The course is recommended for specialists whose interests focus on the international 

relations in the Asia-Pacific region. These specialists are mostly affiliated to:   

 Government agencies and business circles;  

 International organizations; 

 Universities and research centers; 

 Mass-media; 

 Other spheres with relevance to international relations in the Asia-Pacific region.  

Course structure 

 Scheduled 

hours 

Class hours Unsupervised 

work   Lectures Seminars 

In sum 152 32 28 92 

 

Methodological recommendations for teaching staff 

None  

Methodological recommendations for students  

None  

Grading system: the academic control and the method of assessment 

 

Forms of control 

Type of Form of Module Department  Parameters 
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control  control  3 4 

On-going  Class 

attendance 

* * School of 

International 

Affairs 

No more than two missing 

classes is possible 

Discussions * * School of 

International 

Affairs 

Giving new ideas, making 

innovative conclusions 

Power Point 

presentations 

* * School of 

International 

Affairs 

12-15 slides or more, 

internal logic, 

intellectually-stimulating 

conclusions 

Interim Policy Brief * * School of 

International 

Affairs 

1200-1500 words, 

suggested topics are 

presented 

Final Exam  * School of 

International 

Affairs 

Discussion on the 

presented topics.  

The on-going control consists of class attendance, discussions and power-point 

presentations. Class attendance and discussions are obligatory. In case of illness or other 

unanticipated circumstances the student must notify the professor. Power-point presentations 

are encouraged and appreciated.  

The interim control includes the Policy Brief (1200-1500 words) as an out-of-

audience activity. The topics are given below. If other topics are chosen, they should be 

approved by the professor.  

The final control is the examination at the end of the course. During the exam, the 

topics presented below will be discussed.  

Each student should adhere to the HSE academic ethics.   

 

Guidelines for knowledge assessment 

The final grade for the coursework consists of: 

 Class attendance and discussion – 20%. In case a student prepares a power-point 

presentation, this makes 30%.  

 The grade for the Policy Brief – 30%;  

 The grade for the final exam – 50%.  

The accumulated grade is calculated as follows:  

Grade final = Grade class attendance + grade Policy Brief + grade exam.  
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In case a student makes three power point presentations, he or she may be exempted 

from the exam.  

 

Assessment criteria  

 An understanding of the link between local, regional and global processes. 

Interdisciplinary insights combining history, economy, politics etc. are encouraged.  

 A clear structure of the presentation, essay or answer; 

 Innovative ideas as conclusions. 

 

The basic textbook 

None. The course is unique.  

 

Dictionaries, reference literature, encyclopedia  

None. 

 

Special equipment and software support 

For lectures and seminars, the lap tops with the access to the Internet and other 

devises for power point presentations are obligatory.  

 


