
Elective course “Luther and the West” 

 

Abstract: In this course we will discuss the history of some ideas that have been hugely 

influential in the modern west and that were taken out to the rest of the world. The discussion 

centers on an extraordinary and historically important figure, a sixteenth century German man 

named Martin Luther. Luther is recognized today as the originator of many of the most significant 

ideas that continue to affect and shape who we as modern people are and how we see the world 

and ourselves for better and for worse. 

Learning Objectives: In the first section, we will explore why Luther thought the Bible was the 

most important volume for everyone to have and read. Included here will be a careful consideration 

of Luther's anti-Judaism, which contributed to western antisemitism and some of the greatest 

horrors of the twentieth century. In the second section, we will talk about the idea of freedom and 

how Luther's understanding of freedom in Christ affected the way modern thinkers understood 

what it means to be human in community. Important in this section is the consequential 

contradiction between freedom and slavery in western thought and their co-existence in western 

societies.  The third section will be all about the many complicated relations between religion and 

politics. 

Learning Outcomes:  After this course you will understand the history of some ideas of Luther  

that have been hugely influential in the modern west and that were taken out to the rest of the 

world. 

Plan:  

a. Luther, the Bible, and Antijudaism - Part 1 
b. Luther, the Bible, and Antijudaism - Part 2 
c. Freedom: Self and Community - Part 1 
d. Freedom: Self and Community - Part 2 
e. Religion and Politics: The Two Swords - Part 1 
f. Religion and Politics: The Two Swords - Part 2 

 
 
Reading List:  

Hendrix, S. H. Martin Luther: a very short introduction. – Oxford; New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2010.  

Karant-Nunn, S. C. The personal Luther: essays on the reformer from a cultural historical 

perspective. – Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2018. 

Grading System:  100% -point  scale, which will be referred  to the 10-point HSE system 

Methods of Instruction: Video lectures 

 
 
 
 
 


