
Elective course “Religious Literacy: Traditions and Scriptures” 

 

Abstract: The study of religion is the study of a rich and fascinating dimension of human 

experience that includes but goes well beyond beliefs and ritual practices. In this religion course, 

learners explore case studies about how religions are internally diverse, how they evolve and 

change through time, and how religions are embedded in all dimensions of human experience. We’ll 

explore these tenets through the lens of scripture and through themes such as gender and sexuality, 

art, violence and peace, science, and power and authority. 

Learning Objectives:  To consider at how people from different traditions have viewed the 

cosmos, the world, and human beings; a grasp of the core values and beliefs of the world’s highly 

influential faiths;a deep sense of the worldview, cultural themes, perceptions, and concerns driving 

the societies that produced the texts; direct knowledge and understanding of a towering body of 

world literature, reflecting richly varied traditions; and the words and insights of some of the 

wisest human beings in history on the self, the mind, ethics, morality, and meaningful living.  

Learning Outcomes:  You will learn tools for how to interpret the roles religions play in 

contemporary and historic contexts. You will find, how religions are internally diverse how 

religions evolve and change, and how religions are embedded in all human cultures.  You will see  

the strengths and limitations of learning about religions through their scriptures. 

 

Plan:  

a. A Global Richness of Sacred Traditions 
b. The Hindu Upanishads 
c. The Classicsof Confucianism 
d. The Jewish Mishnah and Talmud 
e. The Christian Apocryphal Gospels 
f. The Hadith of Islam 
g. An Inquiry of Extraordinary Scope and Dimension 

 
Reading List:  

Laumakis, S. J. An introduction to Buddhist philosophy / S. J. Laumakis. – Cambridge [etc.]: 

Cambridge University Press, 2009.  

Christianity: the complete guide / Ed. by J. Bowden, et al. – London: Continuum, 2005.  

Bowen, J. R. A new anthropology of Islam. – Cambridge [etc.]: Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

Grading System:  100% -point  scale, which will be referred  to the 10-point HSE system 

Methods of Instruction: Video lectures 

 
 
 
 


