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1. Course description  

 

a) Pre-requisites 

 

to reasonably learn the course, students must have the following knowledge and 

skills:  

• knowledge of social science at the level of the school curriculum;  

• ability to discover the information in traditional and electronic media;  

• sufficient proficiency in English. 

 

b) This “Introduction to Law” course aims to provide students with knowledge of 

the basic legal concepts, elementary philosophy of law, and the main fields of law.  

 

The program incorporates the grounds of both leading jurisdictions in the modern 

world including European civil law and Anglo-American common law systems, its 

principles, branches, and institutions.  

 

Taking into account the business innovation and management profile of students 

the learning focuses on commercial aspects of legal practice such as the law of 

contract, property law, and international law. 

 

Special attention pays to the intellectual property law because of intangible assets 

such as copyrighted works, patents, software, and digital entertainment form the 

value in the post-industrial economy and information society. 

 

Case studies observe practical applications of the law for the resolution of typical 

business cases, private and public life scenarios.  

 

The course is taught in English.  

 

2. Learning objectives  

 

2.1.  Basic understanding of foundations and sources of law  

• outline the rules set out in constitutions, statutes, court decisions, and 

administrative regulations; 

• identify the relationship between statutes, case law, and regulations in terms 

of the formation and development of rules; 

 

2.2. Realize the influence of law on the economy, business, innovations, and 

technology; 

 

2.3. Recognition of legal issues; 

 

2.4. Critical reading and understanding of legal authorities; 

 

2.5. Acquisition of basic legal vocabulary; 
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2.6. Synthesis of rules from various authorities. 

3. Learning outcomes Upon completion of the course, students should: 

 
Upon completion of the course, students should: 

 

know:  

• the basics of law and legal systems;  

• key concepts and approaches of rules and regulations; 

• main fields of law. 

 

be able to:  

• locate and apply appropriate law, rules and norms;  

• identify, research and articulate the legal principles relevant to 

professional, public and private life relations; 

• communicate effectively about rights and responsibilities of involved 

parties;  

• anticipate and mitigate legal risk and problems arising in particular 

business practice.  

 

learn how to: 

• apply proper regulatory requirements in a particular trading context;  

• assess legal risk arising in personal or professional cases;  

• discuss steps to mitigate identified legal risks in different situations;  

• explain key legal principles, rights, and responsibilities;  

• debate risks and responsibilities across a range of legal case studies.  

 

4. Course plan  
 
1. Foundations of Law 

 

What is Law? The main question that must be answered in any introduction to law 

deals with the nature of law. The law is multifaceted, and arguably it has been in flux 

over the years. In the digital age of globalization, it is changing at high speed. It is 

therefore not possible to give a short definition of law from the outset. What is 

possible, however, is to mention a few characteristics of law. The majority of legal 

phenomena shares most of these characteristics, but not all legal phenomena share 

all of them. 

 

2. Sources of Law 

 

The question whether a particular rule is also a legal rule can have a large practical 

importance because the answer may determine whether the rule will be enforced 

by state organs. Lawyers have developed a number of standards to determine 

whether a rule has the status of law, and these standards are known as the sources 
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of law. In this class, we will take a closer look at these sources of law. More 

particularly, we will address the following questions: what is a source of law, and 

which sources of law are recognized.  
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3. Basic Concepts of Law: Common law and Civil law systems 

 
Law is not a homogeneous body of rules. In fact, it consists of many “fields of law” 

such as property law, constitutional law, international law, and criminal law. Legal 

systems in countries around the world generally fall into one of two main categories: 

common law systems and civil law systems. There are roughly 150 countries that 

have what can be described as primarily civil law systems, whereas there are about 

80 common law countries. The main difference between the two systems is that in 

common law countries, case law — in the form of published judicial opinions — is 

of primary importance, whereas in civil law systems, codified statutes predominate. 

But these divisions are not as clear-cut as they might seem. In fact, many countries 

use a mix of features from common and civil law systems. 

 

4. The Law of Contract 

 

Modern society is unthinkable without the possibility to conclude binding contracts. 

Not only that contracts allow businesses to trade goods and offer services, but 

contracts are also used by citizens to pursue the things they are after, even if they 

do not always realize it. Thus, people conclude contracts when they buy products in 

a supermarket, rent an apartment, take out insurance, open a bank account, 

download software, take up a new job, are treated by their doctor, go to the 

hairdresser, or order tickets over the Internet to go to a Lady Gaga concert. The set 

of rules and principles that governs these transactions is the law of contract.  

 

5. Property Law 

 

The law of property is concerned with the rights which may arise in relation to 

anything that can be owned. Thus, property covers land, goods and intangible rights 

such as debts, patents or the goodwill of a business. Property, which seems like a 

commonsense concept, is difficult to define in an intelligible way; philosophers have 

been striving to define it for the past 2,500 years. Blackstone’s famous definition is 

somewhat wordy: “The right of property is that sole and despotic dominion which 

one man claims and exercises over the external things of the world, in total exclusion 

of the right of any other individual in the universe. It consists in the free use, 

enjoyment, and disposal of all a person’s acquisitions, without any control or 

diminution save only by the laws of the land.” A more concise definition, but perhaps 

too broad, defines property as the “legal relationship between persons with respect 

to a thing.” 

 

6. Tort Law 

 
In civil litigation, contract and tort claims are by far the most numerous. The law 

attempts to adjust for harms done by awarding damages to a successful plaintiff who 

demonstrates that the defendant was the cause of the plaintiff’s losses. Torts can be 

intentional torts, negligent torts, or strict liability torts. Employers must be aware 
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that in many circumstances, their employees may create liability in tort. This class 

explains the different kind of torts, as well as available defenses to tort claims. 

 

7. Criminal Law 

 

Certain kinds of wrongdoing pose such a serious threat to the good order of society 

that  

they are considered crimes against the whole community. The criminal law makes 

such anti-social behavior an offence against the state and offenders are liable to 

punishment. The state accepts responsibility for the detection, prosecution and 

punishment of offenders. The sanctions are so severe that the criminal law normally 

requires an element of moral fault on the part of the offender. Thus, the prosecution 

must establish two essential requirements: actus reus (prohibited act) and mens rea 

(guilty mind). For most criminal offences, both elements must be present to create 

criminal liability. 

 

8. Constitutional Law 

 

The law is strongly connected to the state, on one hand, because the state creates 

most of the law and, on the other hand, because the state itself is regulated by the 

law. The branch of law that regulates the state itself is called constitutional law.  

Constitutional law contains rules on the organization of a state, on the powers that 

its organs possess, and on the relations between these organs (institutional law), 

and it provides fundamental rights that protect the legal position of the individual 

against the state (human rights law, judicial review, and, as an offspring, 

administrative law). 

 

9. Administrative Law 

 

There has been a dramatic increase in the activities of government during the last 

hundred years. Schemes have been introduced to help ensure a minimum standard 

of living for everybody. Government agencies are involved, for example, in the 

provision of a state retirement pension, income support and child benefit. A large 

number of disputes arise from the administration of these schemes and a body of 

law, administrative law, has developed to deal with the complaints of individuals 

against the decisions of the administering agency. 

 

10. International Law 

 

Traditionally, two kinds of law are distinguished. On the one hand, there is national 

or domestic law, which deals with legal relations within the territory of a single state 

and with the organization of that state itself. On the other hand, there is 

international law which deals with the legal relations between states. International 

law, also known as public international law and law of nations, is the set of rules, 

norms, and standards generally accepted in relations between nations. It establishes 

normative guidelines and a common conceptual framework for states to follow 
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across a broad range of domains, including war, diplomacy, trade, and human rights. 

International law thus provides a mean for states to practice more stable, consistent, 

and organized international relations. 

The sources of international law include international custom (general state 

practice accepted as law), treaties, and general principles of law recognized by most 

national legal systems.  

 

11. Human Rights 

 

Nowadays, it is impossible to approach the law – domestic or international – without 

reference to human rights, and almost no one is against human rights. Human rights 

are moral principles or norms that describe certain standards of human behavior 

and are regularly protected as natural and legal rights in municipal and 

international law. They are commonly understood as inalienable, fundamental 

rights "to which a person is inherently entitled simply because she or he is a human 

being" аnd which are "inherent in all human beings", regardless of their nation, 

location, language, religion, ethnic origin or any other status. They are applicable 

everywhere and at every time in the sense of being universal, and they are 

egalitarian in the sense of being the same for everyone. 

 

12. Intellectual property Law 

 

Few businesses of any size could operate without being able to protect their rights 

to a particular type of intangible personal property: intellectual property. Unlike 

tangible personal property (machines, inventory) or real property (land, office 

buildings), intellectual property is formless. It is the product of the human intellect 

that is embodied in the goods and services a company offers and by which the 

company is known. This chapter introduces the major forms of intellectual property 

are patents, copyrights, and trademarks. It then proceeds to explain the nature of 

each form of intellectual property right and the process for securing those rights. It 

also provides the extent of protection afforded the holder of intellectual property 

rights and the method or manner of enforcing those rights against infringers 

 

13. Information and Internet Law 

 

The worlds of today and tomorrow rely upon open networks connecting far-flung 

participants exchanging information both personal and commercial. Bringing some 

certainty to this very dynamic environment are the legal foundations supporting the 

free flow of information over the Internet. The areas of information law addressed: 

privacy, information security, and data protection law, unlawful data disclosures 

through cybercrime and data breach, and lawful data disclosures related to 

messaging and surveillance. The areas of Internet law addressed: access, 

jurisdiction, speech, intermediary liability, intellectual property, and e-commerce 

through electronic and website agreements. 
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14. The Law and Disruptive technologies: bilateral influence 

 

The advent of a highly disruptive technology necessarily butts up against existing 

laws, regulations and policies designed for the status quo as well as established 

businesses. This course takes the examples of driverless cars, artificial intelligence, 

block chain, robotic and bio-engineering to examine the new and challenging legal 

questions and opportunities presented by these technologies. We will also discuss 

how business leaders, lawyers and technologists in these areas can navigate and 

create legal, regulatory and policy environments designed to help their businesses 

not only survive but thrive. Through a combination of readings, classroom 

discussions, expert guest speakers from the relevant technology and policy fields 

and student presentations, this course explores the promise of these technologies, 

the legal and regulatory challenges presented and the levers in-house counsel and 

business leaders in these fields can invoke to better navigate the inevitable obstacles 

facing these highly disruptive technologies.  

 

5. Reading list 

 

c) Required 

• Introduction to law. Editors: Jaap Hage, Bram Akkermans. ISBN 978-3-319-

06909-8 ISBN 978-3-319-06910-4 (eBook) DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-06910-

4 

• Нерсесянц В. С. Общая теория права и государства. — М.: Норма, 1999. 

• Конституция Российской Федерации от 25 декабря 1993 года 

• Информационное право: учебник для бакалавриата, специалитета и 

магистратуры под редакцией М. А. Федотова. — Москва: Издательство 

Юрайт, 2019. — 497 с. — ISBN 978-5-534-10593-3 

d) Optional 

• Гражданский кодекс Российской Федерации (ГК РФ), 30 ноября 1994 

года N 51-ФЗ 

• "Уголовный кодекс Российской Федерации" от 13.06.1996 N 63-ФЗ (ред. 

от 02.08.2019) 

• Основы права: учебник для неюридических вузов и факультетов / под 

ред. В. Б. Исакова. — М.: Норма: ИНФРА М, 2014. — 480 с. 

• Lawrence Lessig. Free Culture 

• William W. Fisher, III. Promises to Keep: Technology, Law, and the Future of 

Entertainment 

• Merryman JH (2007) The civil law tradition, 3rd revised edn. Stanford 

University Press, Redwood City 

• Stein P (1999) Roman law in European History. Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge 

• Hohfeld WL (1920) Fundamental legal conceptions as applied in judicial 

reasoning, and other legal essays. Yale University Press, New Haven 
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• Beale H et al (eds) (2010) Cases, materials and text on contract law, ius 

commune casebooks for the common law of Europe, 2nd edn. Hart, Oxford 

 

 

6. Grading System 

 

The final grade Sfinal: 

 

Sfinal = 60% Gacc + 40% Gexam 

 

Gacc = 60% Gseminars + 40% Gessay 

 

The final score Sfinal is based on the score Gacc accumulated over the entire course 

and the score Gexam earned on the final exam. The accumulated score Gacc is 

summarized from the score Gseminars for the seminar sessions (preparation and 

participation in the discussions at the seminar sessions) and evaluation of the essay 

following the course (Gessay). Throughout the course a 10-point grading system is 

used; the 10-point final mark Sfinal is converted to a 5-point system according to the 

HSE grading policy. 

 

In the final essay, students conduct their research on a problem related to the 

subject of the course. Students should demonstrate the ability to formulate a 

research problem, analyze primary and secondary sources, and give relevant 

examples. The essay should be at least 1500 words long and must be done in English. 

The essay should have a clear structure, arguments and the logic of narrative, 

references to the literature used and bibliography. 

 

7. Examination Type 

 

The final exam is taken orally at the end of the second module. At the exam, a student 

picks a question card randomly with one topic based on the course material. The 

student has up to fifteen minutes to get ready and then discuss the topic from the 

card with the examiner. The list of topics will be published one month prior to the 

exam. Students with “excellent” (8 or higher) accumulated score can be exempted 

from the final exam. 

 

8. Methods of Instruction  
 

The mixed Teacher-Centered and Student-Centered Methods of Instruction will be 

used in the frame of the course. Direct instruction is the general term that refers to 

the traditional teaching strategy that relies on explicit teaching through lectures and 

teacher-led demonstrations. Differentiated instruction is the teaching practice of 

tailoring instruction to meet individual student needs. 
   

9. Special equipment 
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Learners will use video materials from various sources. 
 

 


