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1. Course Description 

 
a. Pre-requisites 

The course establishes some demands on students’ skills in spoken and written English, and is aimed 

at those students who have acquired the level of English proficiency not lower than B2 in CEFR 

scheme. 

 

b. Abstract 

Everywhere, every day, everybody uses language. There is no human society, no matter how small or 

how isolated, which does not employ a language that is rich and diverse. This course introduces you 

to linguistics, featuring interviews with well-known linguists and with speakers of many different 

languages. Join us to explore the miracles of human language! The Miracles of Human Language 

introduces you to the many-faceted study of languages, which has amazed humans since the 

beginning of history. Together with speakers of many other languages around the world, as well as 

with famous linguists such as Noam Chomsky and Adele Goldberg, you will learn to understand and 

analyse how your native tongue is at the same time similar and different from many other languages. 

You will learn the basic concepts of linguistics, get to know some of the key features of big and small 

languages and get insight into what linguists do. This course gives an introduction into the study of 

languages, the field of linguistics. With the support of the basic linguistic terminology that is offered 

in the course, you will soon be able to comment both on variety between languages, as well as on a 

single language’s internal structure. Anyone who wishes to understand how languages work, and 

how they can give us insight into the human mind is very welcome to join. The course is useful if you 

want to get a fairly quick introduction into linguistics, for instance because you are considering 

studying it further, or because you are interested in a neighbouring discipline such as psychology, 

computer science or anthropology. Furthermore, the course will help you develop analytical skills.  

Introduction to Linguistics is a course for 1
st
-year Master’s students of the National Research 

University Higher School of Economics. 

 

2. Learning Objectives 

The main learning objectives of the course “Introduction to Linguistics” are to introduce students to 

 introduction to key notions of modern linguistics;  

 acquaintance with goals and methods of modern linguistics;  

 introduction to main theories of modern linguistics.  
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3. Learning outcomes 

After completing the study of the discipline “Introduction to Speciality” students should:  

 understand the main concepts and terms of modern linguistics;  

 understand the key principles of language research within modern linguistics;  

 be able to read and critically assess current linguistics literature;  

 be able to make empirical observations and theoretical generalizations (in English). 

 

4. Course Plan 

 Main concepts of modern phonetics; 

 Main concepts of modern morphology; 

 Main concepts of modern syntax; 

 Main concepts of modern semantics. 

 

5. Reading list 

Required 

Dryer, Matthew S., Haspelmath, Martin (eds.) 2013. The World Atlas of Language structures 

Online. Leipzig: Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology. (Available online at 

http://wals.info) 

Velupillai, Viveka. An introduction to linguistic typology. Benjamins, 2012. 

 

6. Grading system 

 

Type of work 
Characteristics 

1 2  

Assigned reading Х X Reading tasks for seminars. 

Home works Х X Analyzing problem sets. 

Class participation X X 
Short tests on the main concepts of the course at 

the beginning of the class. 

Exam  X 

Oral presentation of a paper demonstrating the 

deeper understanding of the logic and concepts of 

generative grammar. 
 

All homeworks will be checked for plagiarism. The students should upload their assignments in 

LMS (http://lms.hse.ru).  

During the course, students have to demonstrate their acquaintance with the basic facts, concepts, 

notions, and theories in main studies of language. By the end of the course students are expected to 

be able to apply their knowledge in their independent work on topics in linguistics.  

The final grade for a whole course (Gf) consists of the grades for lecturer’s assessment of the 

student’s work during classes (presence, participation, quality and quantity of answers during tests) 

(Gparticipation), for the mean scores for homework assignments (Ghome_assignment) and for the exam 

(Gexam): 

 

Gf = 0.3 * Gparticipation + 0.3 * Ghome_assignment + 0.4 * Gexam 

 

The grades are rounded in favour of the student. 

The grades accord with the 10-score system. 

The resultant grade for the course goes to the certificate of Master’s degree. 

 

Table of Grade Accordance 

 



  
 

Ten-point 

Grading Scale 

  

 

Five-point 

Grading Scale 
 

 

1 - very bad 
2 – bad 
3 – no pass 
 

no pass – 2 FAIL 

4 – pass 
5 – highly pass 
 

 
pass – 3 

 

PASS 
6 – good 
7 – very good 
 

 
good – 4 

 
8 – almost excellent 
9 – excellent 
10 – perfect 
 

 
excellent – 5 

 

The exam can be repassed according to the rules approved by the Academic council of the 

Education programme. The other assignments are not to be repassed. 

 

7. Examination Type 

The exam is presented in an oral form with some of the tasks to be done in a written form. 

At the exam, students have to demonstrate the knowledge of the basic facts, their command of 

analysing problems using methods of formal generative linguistics, and their ability to understand 

and interpret these problems. These are examples of the tasks given at the exam: 

- give a definition to the notion of a morpheme; 

- describe a difference between the following two notions (e.g., causative vs. inchoative); 

- characterize the notion of an infix. 

 

8. Methods of Instruction 

Lectures, seminars (including discussions, learning and applying different methods of analysis) and 

out-of-class work (under the guidance of the lecturer; it is possible to consult with the lecturer via the 

LMS system or by e-mail). In-class work should be interactive (working in groups, team 

discussions). 

 

9. Special Equipment and Software Support 

The course requires a laptop, projector, and acoustic systems, access to the Internet. 


