
Syllabus

Human Rights in Globalizing World
(5 ECTS)

Author Dr Ksenia Gerasimova, Professor

School of politics and governance

1. Course Description

a) Prerequisites

This course is taught in the first year of Master’s program ‘Public policy and Political 
analysis’ for the both track (Political Analysis and Public Policy and Human Rights and 
Democratic Governance).  This course is a detailed elaboration of conceptual 
foundation. It is taught in second semester of the first year of Master Program. Online 
introductory course developed by is mandatory and is recommended for students to 
be complete by the end of the course

This course is crucial for mastering the degree program on the whole and some of its
courses in particular, including:

• Global Actors in Public Policy

• International Relations & Governance in Global Security



• National and International Mechanisms of Human Rights Protection

• Human Rights in the non-Western Countries, etc.

It is also crucial for the students’ research papers and master’s dissertation, especially for
those studying human rights.

b) Abstract

This course is foundational course in developing a profound understanding of Human Rights in a 

wider social science perspective. It provides a review of existing concepts and put them in the 

modern context of the current international relations. It has a strong component of comparative 

analysis (state vs non-state; individual vs collective). Students are given a wider picture of how the 

concepts emerged from specific events (Magna Carta, French Revolution, Abolition Movement) and 

developed into a wider elaborated system of several generations of Human Rights. A classification of 

Human Rights is offered in the course and should guide them in their further research work. 

The course widely relies on the Western philosophy and sociology. Students are engaged in case 

analysis and offered to employ different perspectives on understanding modern contested issues, 

such as international interventions in state affairs. The course is accompanied by the additional 

materials from the online course developed by a famous Chilean Human Rights activist, lawyer and 

educator Professor Jose Zalaquett. As a result, this course offers a good balance of acquiring 

theoretical knowledge an practicing empirical case study analysis. 

2. Learning Objectives

The course tasks are:

 To equip students with the general skills and tools to analyses the concept of Human 

Rights, to understand linkages between different Human rights, historic developments and leading modern 

philosophies. 

 To understand the role of the states, international organizations and the non-state 

actors in the provision of Human Rights.

 The examine the new challenges in provision and protection of Human Rights 

 To develop a comprehensive interdisciplinary approach in the analysis of existing Human

Rights violations.

 To develop research and analytical skills through interactive presentations of specific 

case studies. 
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3. Learning Outcomes

After explaining how the concept of human rights has a history marked by philosophical controversies,
and how understanding those controversies within an interdisciplinary framework helps us to illuminate
the state of human rights today, we track the development of a liberal and secular perspective on human
rights. 

We also survey various theories of human rights (giving special attention to contemporary sociological
theories of human rights), and highlight their many unresolved tensions to explain why the practice, and
not just the theory, of human rights matters. 

We also  determine  and  assess  relationships  among  societies,  institutions,  and  systems in  terms  of
reciprocal – though not necessarily symmetrical – interactions, benefits, and costs. This will be accomplished with
the help of a common set of readings which discuss the various institutions, national policies, and systems which
create and sustain reciprocal and non-reciprocal interactions.

We then discuss the role of the social sciences in understanding human rights, and explain why we
cannot reduce human rights to legal analysis. We also discuss the relationship between culture and
human  rights  –  including  the  problems  of  cultural  imperialism  and  cultural  relativism,  and  the
relationship between human rights and minority rights, the rights of indigenous people, women’s rights
and the right to self-determination. Another important area of focus in this course is the politics of
human rights, and the influence of human rights on politics.  

We examine not only nation-state centered paradigms but also those that give greater attention to
transnational networks of actors, including social movements, and NGOs. 

Generally, we attempt to assess how globalization and development is impacting human rights today,
and the power (if any) that human rights have to shape the unfolding process of globalization and the
institutions sustaining it.

Student should Be able to:

By the end of the course, the students are expected to:
• Know the major concepts and human rights theories;
• Be able to discuss and reproduce these concepts and theories, be able to find relations between them

and analyze them;
• Be able to recognize important human rights problems, analyze them and suggest possible ways of

solving them;
• Be able to apply those analytical tools to various stages of policy process and to various institutions, that

define a framework of policy process for Human Rights protection;
• Be able to distinguish between infringements of law and human rights violations;
• Be able to identify targets, decision-makers, benefactors and other actors involved into human rights

issues, their motives, strategies and methods;
• Understand who gains, and what are the motives, for framing particular issues as human rights issues;
• Understand to what extent cultural differences in the conception of human rights affect the universality

of those rights as philosophical values or legal obligations.

4. Course Plan
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Topic
Total
hours

Contact hours Independent
students’
workLectu

res
Semina
rs 

1. Online Course Introduction to Human Rights
www.udemy.com/introduction-to-human-rights

46 33 2 10

II. Main part of the Course

2. The  concept  of  Human  Rights  and  Discussion  of
Globalisation. (Lecture 1)
Main  Institutions  and  Instruments  of  Protection  of
Human Rights (Lectures 2, 3)

16 6 2 8

3. Main  Concepts  in  Understanding  Human  Rights
(Lectures 4 and 5)

16 6 2 8

4. Discussion  of  Specific  Areas  of  Human  Rights
(Lectures 6, 7, 8, 9)

21 9 3 12

5. Course Contents and Reading List

PART I:  Theory and Concepts

Lecture 1. Globalisation as a Context for Development of Human Rights
Brief review of the aims and structure of the course. Introduction to the concept of Human Rights (HR). The
Universal  Declaration of Human Rights.  Political  Philosophy and Nature of HR.   The role  of  context  and
discourse for studying Human Rights. New challenges and opportunities of Globalization (economic, social,
political and environmental) as a current context of Human Rights. Discussion of Human Rights' deficit and
possible Human Rights' promotion strategies (protection and transformation). 
Demonstration  of  a  part  of  the  film  'Globalisation  is  Good' and  a  follow-up  discussion  of  the  role  of
globalisation in the current developments in the area of Human Rights. 

Core reading:
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights  (available at http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ )

        Manfred B. Steger, Chapter One, "Globalization: a contested concept"      
http://www.caledonianblogs.net/mlls406/files/2009/09/Steger-Ch1-2.pdf

 Mike Collins, "The Pros and Cons of Globalization"
http://www.forbes.com/sites/mikecollins/2015/05/06/the-pros-and-cons-of-globalization/

Optional reading:
R.O. Keohane, J.s.Nye Globalization: What’s New? What’s Not (And So What?), Foreign Policy, N.18 (Spring

2000),  pp.104-119  http://www.asu.edu/courses/pos445/Keohane%20and%20Nye--Globalization%20What's

%20New%3F%20%20What's%20Not%3F.pdf
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A.Clapham (2007) Human Rights. A very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press: Oxford. Ch.1 ‘Looking at

Rights’, p.1-22 and ch.2 ‘The Historic Development of International Human Rights’, pp. pp.23-56.

http://m.friendfeed-media.com/cf1b06c3d976492fa33461f8268d3ad74e002113

R.McCorquodale and R.Fairbrother  ‘Globalization and Human Rights,  Human Rights Quarterly  21:3 (1999),

pp.735-766.  https://www.jstor.org/stable/762672?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Lecture 2.
Institutional and Sociological approaches to Human Right Analysis
Discussion  of  institutions,  gender  and  class  as  units  of  analysis.  A  very  brief  introduction  to  historic

development  of  Human Rights  and gender and class  inequalities.  The role  of  globalization in  the current

processes  of  protection of  Human Rights.  Introduction to the United Nations’  system as  an institution of

Human Rights and its instruments. Documentary ‘The History of the United Nations’. Discussion of the function

of the UNHCHR. Review of different levels of the current institutions and instruments for protection of Human

Rights. 

Core reading:

http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/index.shtml

http://www.un.org/en/rights/

UNHCHR (2002) Human Rights. A compilation of International Instruments

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Compilation2en.pdf

Optional reading:

Moravcsik A. The Origins of Human Rights Regimes: Democratic Delegation in Postwar Europe, International

Organization, 54(2): 217-252 (Spring 2000) https://www.princeton.edu/~amoravcs/library/origins.pdf

Buergenthal T. (20060 The Evolving Human Rights System. The American Journal of International Law, Vol.

100,  No.  4  (Oct.,  2006),  pp.  783-807  https://www.jstor.org/stable/4126317?

seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Risse T.,  Kathryn Sikkink K.  (1999).  “The Socialization of  International Human Rights Norms into Domestic

Practices: Introduction” in The Power of Human Rights. Thomas Risse, S. Ropp and K. Sikkink (eds.), pp.1-38.

Sally Engle Merry, Human Rights & Gender Violence: Translating International Law into Local Justice (Chicago

University Press, 2006). (copy is distributed by a Teaching Assistant)

Lecture 3. Role of Civil Society in Institutionalization of HR. Concept of Global Governance. 

Discussion  of  the  components  (professional  experts,  think tanks,  grassroots,  NGOs)  and functions  of  civil
society (expertise, watch-guard and legitimisation) and their role in protection of Human Rights.  Brief case
study of International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights.  Associational Democracy and Human Rights.
Concept of Global Governance. Its two meanings. Discussion of the current cases of involvement of NGOs in
social riots and the framework of Human Rights in these processes. Discussion on how much NGOs could
promote and protect Human Rights. 
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Core reading: 
Keck M., Sikkink K. (2011) Transnational Advocacy Networks in the Movement Society. In Reydams L. (ed.)
Global  Activism  Reader.  Continuum:  L.  https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-
2451.00179

.
Optional Readings:
Hearn J. (2001) The uses and abuses of civil society in Africa, Review of African Political Economy, 87, pp.43-
53  https://www.jstor.org/stable/4006692?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Stone,  Diane  (2008).  "Global  Public  Policy,  Transnational  Policy  Communities  and  their  Networks".  Policy

Studies Journal 36 (1): 19–38.  https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1541-0072.2007.00251.x

Twiss S.B. (2011) Global Ethics and Human Rights: a Reflection. The J. of Religious Ethics. Vo.39 N2, pp.204-
222. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1467-9795.2011.00473.x

Lecture 4. Social Justice and Human Rights
Introduction  of  the  concept  of  Social  Justice.  Discussion  of  poverty  and  income  inequalities  from  the

perspective  of  Human  Rights.  Social  Justice  as  the  concept  realised  in  concrete  projects.  Global  Justice

Movement. Vienna Declaration and Program of Action and VDPA+20.  

Core reading:

Vienna Declaration https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/Vienna.aspx

Steven J. Markowitz: The Income Inequality Debate  http://www.cfr.org/united-states/income-inequality-

debate/p29052

Dieter Braeuniger: "Has Globalization Deepened Inequality?"   http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/has-

globalization-deepened-inequality

Optional reading:

Andersen E. (1999) What is the Point of Equality?, Ethics, 109 (2), 287-337.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/233897?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
Parfit  D.  (1997)  Equality  or  Priority?,  Ratio,  10,  pp.202-21.

http://individual.utoronto.ca/stafforini/parfit/parfit_-_equality_and_priority.pdf

Sen A. (2004) Elements of a Theory of Human Rights, Philosophy and Public affairs. 32(4):315

http://www.mit.edu/~shaslang/mprg/asenETHR.pdf

Lecture 5. Other Concepts in Understanding Human Rights. 
Introduction of the concept of Vulnerability and a brief review of main vulnerable groups of Human Rights
holders  (children,  women,  minorities  etc.).  Discussion  of  major  causes  of  vulnerability  at  a  global  level.
Examples  of  ex  post  coping.  Theory  of  Justice  and  development  of  Capability  Approach.  Examples  of
Capability deprivation. Discussion of CA's critique of traditional welfare economics and relation to Human
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Rights.  Individual  Freedom as  Social  Commitment.  Collective Capabilities.  Discussion of  John Rawls’  “A
Theory of Justice” and basic liberties. The UN Human Development Index. 

Core reading:
Human Development Index http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/human-development-index-hdi
Sen A. (2005) Human Rights and Capabilities. Journal of Human Development, 6(2), 151-66.
http://www2.unicef.org/socialpolicy/files/Human_Rights_and_Capabilities.pdf

De  Marneffe  P.  Basic  Liberties  https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/cambridge-rawls-lexicon/basic-

liberties/3F640F50864191C40B61F27AA8C95244

Optional reading: 
Frediani A. Sen's Capability Approach as a framework to the practice of development Development in Practice, 
20(2): 173-187.

 https://www.jstor.org/stable/27806685?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 
Turner, B S. (1993) OUTLINE OF A THEORY OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 27(3):489-512.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/42855235?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Weissbrodt D., Collins C. ‘The Human Rights of Stateless Persons’, in Human Rights Quarterly 28(1): Feb. 2006,

pp.245-276. https://www.jstor.org/stable/20072730?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Lecture 6. Typology of Human Rights
Human needs and Human Rights. Generations and Categories of Human Rights (Civil and Political Rights and
Economic Social and Cultural Rights). Discussion of children’s welfare in Russia as the complex example of
socio-economic rights. 
Core Reading:
the  International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights  1966 available  at
(http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm), the  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966
(available at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm) 

Optional Reading: 
Geraci  N.,  Caswell  M.  (2016)  Developing  a  Typology  of  Human  Rights
Recordshttps://elischolar.library.yale.edu/jcas/vol3/iss1/1/
Marshall P. (1992) Two types of Rights. Canadian Journal of Political Science / Revue canadienne de science 

politique. Vol. 25, No. 4 (Dec., 1992), pp. 661-676. https://www.jstor.org/stable/3229682?

seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Lecture 7.  Environment and Human Rights
Discussion  of  the  impacts  of  current  human  development  on  Nature.  Introduction  to  the  concept  of
sustainability.  'Weak'  sustainability  versus  'Strong'  sustainability.  Introduction  to  ‘Environmental’  Human
Rights: Right to Natural Resources, Right to Environment free of pollution. Brief review of Environmental
movements.  Social  and  environmental  campaigns:  Environmental  Human  Rights  as  a  Tactical  Device  for
campaigns. Environmental Human Rights Legal Instruments. 

Core readings:
WCED  (1989)  Our  Common  Future.  Oxford  University  Press:  Oxford.

http://conspect.nl/pdf/Our_Common_Future-Brundtland_Report_1987.pdf
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Familiarize yourself with the Aarhus Convention of the United Nations Economic Commission of Europe:
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ 

Optional Readings:
Anton D., Shelton D. (2011) Environmental Protection and Human Rights. Cambridge University Press: NY.
Chapter 2 ‘Environment as Human Right Issue’.
Brulle R. (2007) “Poisoning the Planet: The Struggle for Environmental Justice,” Contexts 6(11), pp. 37-41.
Hancock J.  (2003)  Environmental  Human Rights.  Power.  Ethics  and Law.  Ashagate:  Aldershot.  Chapter  5
'Human Right to Natural Resources’, pp.107-136; Chapter 6 'Human Right to Environment Free from Toxic
Pollution', pp.137-155.
Weston B., Bollier D. (2013) Green Governance. Ecological Survival. Human Rights, and the law of commons.
Cambridge University Press: NY. Chapter 3 ‘The Quest for a New Rights-Based Pathway’.

Lecture 8. Human Rights and International Security
Human rights to security in the globalizing world. Indicators of Human Security. Terrorism, Human Security,
and Human Rights in the XX-th century. Trends and dilemmas in guaranteeing Human Rights under the current
threats.  Questioning the rightfulness of detentions under the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security as such an
example. Discussion of possible policy addresses to terrorism in a general framework of Human Rights.

Core Reading:

Familiarize yourself with the following UN instruments:
War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, Including Genocide

· Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide   
· Convention  on  the  Non-Applicability  of  Statutory  Limitations  to  War  Crimes  and  Crimes  against  

Humanity 
· Principles of international co-operation in the detection, arrest, extradition and punishment of persons  

guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity 

Optional Reading: 

Hough P. (2008) Global Steps towards Human Security, in OSCE. Security and Human Rights. 19(1): 15-23.

http://booksandjournals.brillonline.com/content/journals/10.1163/187502308784048492

Selim J. (1994) Human Security: an affordable goal? Human Development Report. UNDP.
http://www.bordc.org/grp/readings/gtmoscript.pdf

Lecture 9. Culture, Ethnic Conflicts and Human Rights
Introduction to Cultural Rights as Human Rights. Current definitions and objectives. Discussion of examples
and possible objects of cultural protection (language, traditional knowledge). Heritage ethics as an instrument to
resolve  cultural  conflicts.  Concept  of  Diversity  and  the  Universal  Principle  of  Human  Rights  in  Diverse
Cultures. Cultural Diversity and the Universal Character of Human Rights. Agenda 21 for Culture. UNESCO.
Current examples of violation of Cultural Human Rights (dynamiting the Buddha statues in Damiyan in 2001,
destruction of the Sufi sites in Tripoli in 2011). Discussion of the abuse of cultural relativism against Human
Rights (violations against women). 

Core reading:
Eckert  A.  (2002)  The  Global  and  the  Local:  Reconciling  Universal  Human  Rights  and  Cultural
Diversity https://www.du.edu/korbel/hrhw/volumes/2002/2-2/eckert2-2.pdf

Optional readings:
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Queen M. (2008) Transnational Feminist Rhetorics in a Digital World, in College English, Special Topic: 

Transnational Feminist Rhetorics (May, 2008), 70(5): pp. 471-489 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25472284?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

Stamapulou  E.  (2012)  Monitoring  Cultural  Human  Rights:  the  Claims  of  Culture  on  Human  Rights  and
Response  of  Cultural  Rights.  Human  Rights  Quarterly.  34(4),  pp.  1170-1192.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23352241?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents

PART II: Online course
Course 1. Introduction to Human Rights 
https://www.udemy.com/introduction-to-human-rights/

Duration: 6 weeks 6-8 hpw

Date of submission: 14 November

6. Grading System

 Continuing assessment consists of grading students’ regular class participation and presence, the 

homework assignments, successful pass of online course, and final exam. 

Assessment will focus students’ knowledge of required readings and their acquaintance with at least
some of the recommended readings;

their ability to collect information on a particular topic independently;
their ability to analyze and generalize the collected information and data;
their ability to present their material, point of view and arguments;
their ability to participate in a group discussion 
their ability to discuss other students’ work

The copy of the online course successful pass should be sent by email to a Teaching Assistant. If a student
misses his/her presentation, it is assessed as 0. 

a. Course Grade Criteria

Cumulative grade for current work formula is: 

Gfinal  =0,7 Gcumulative + 0,3 Gonline course

where 

Cumulative = 0,5 active participation and presentation in the class + +05Final exam 
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The discipline is taught during two modules and there is unassessed self- evaluation test at the 

middle of the course. It is to be noted that the students having less then 80 percent of the total 

presence shall have to give the additional assignment to write on the thematic that has been taught 

in the class. 

7. Examination Type

Mid-term self-assessment: a 30 min test will be offered after 4 lectures to help students to 

self-assess and if necessary to re-adjust their preparations. It is not included in the final 

grading and offered only as a helpful guidance to avoid unhappy surprises at the final exam. 

Final Exam: You will be required to answer 10 questions distributed during the exam. The assessment 

criteria: knowledge of factual material, reference to adequate theoretical background, analytical 

approach and coherent written communication. 

8. Methods of Instruction

                                   The course is built upon the combination of modern educational

techniques.  It  combines  active  and  interactive  forms  of  teaching.  It  relies  more  on

discussion  and  group  work  besides  the  conventional  lecturing.   So  the  students  are

supposed to actively participate in the in-class group work. The course format mixes lectures,

group discussion, and film/video presentations. Students should take notes, both on lectures and

on the reading, and films, with the intention of addressing the key themes of the course.  The

readings are demanding and require intensive examination of a broad variety of issues and

modes of thought.  We will be discussing contentious cultural and political issues relating

to human rights in this course.  Students are encouraged to express diverse perspectives.

You are likely to encounter strong opinions and it is inevitable that at least some of these

opinions will make you or your colleagues uncomfortable. You will be expected to strike a

healthy balance between arguing your own position on these issues, listening to others,

and helping the class as a collectivity to explore how the authors that you read defend

their  approaches.  Students  and  the  instructors  should  interact  with  each  other  in  a

mutually  respectful  manner.   They  should  articulate  their  ideas,  concerns,  arguments,

critical questions and responses without alienating, marginalizing, or humiliating anyone.

(For example, please avoid disrespectful ad hominem arguments, slanderous statements,

hurtful stereotyping, or intentionally offensive non-verbal gesturing.)  I am not requiring

you to be “PC” (politically correct), but rather “BC” (basically civil).

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required)

The course requires a computer (laptop) and projector for Power Point presentations.
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