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1. Course Description
1. Prerequisites:

This course is taught in the second year of the Master’s program ‘Public policy
and Political Analysis’. It requires prior knowledge in political science and/or
urban studies and a general understanding of the following:

• General knowledge of urban policy and governance;

• Some knowledge of the issues confronting large cities around the world and
attempts to deal with them; 

• How to learn independently and as part of a group.

Urban  Policy  and  Governance  in  Non-Western  Megacities  complements
several other courses in the programme and builds upon the knowledge and
skills developed in the following courses:

• Foundations of Public Policy 

• Markets, Regulation and Europeanization

• Modern Political Science

The following knowledge and skills are needed to study this discipline:

 An  understanding  of  the  objectives  and  methods  of  political  (and  social
scientific) analysis, and how it is substantiated and presented;

 To  be  able  to  independently  understand  and  analyse  texts  from  the
governance and political science literatures, in order to critically develop your
own arguments in ways that engage with and are located within the broader
literature; 

To be able to collect, analyse and logically present material that comes
from class-set topics or topics that you choose yourself,  participate in group
discussions, contribute to debates and seminar activities, give a presentation,
and conduct yourself in a way that is respectful of others;

 To  be  able  to  write  an  academic  essay  that  conforms  to  the  basic  essay
writing  form,  i.e.  that  contains  an  introduction,  locates  the  essay  within  a
particular  academic  literature,  demonstrates  an  understanding  of  historical
context  (and  the  contingencies  surrounding  your  chosen  case(s))  and  then
presents an original and critical analysis that relates to these literatures.

2. Abstract

This is a master’s level course on urban policy and governance. The structure of the
course is  divided into  two halves,  after  an introductory  seminar.  First,  it  introduces
some of the main approaches to urban policy and governance as they have developed in
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the US and Europe. These include: urban regime theory, urban growth machine, local
government studies, and examinations of decentralisation reforms. Second, the course
explores how well these theories can be applied to large non-western cities; namely, São
Paulo, Beijing, New Delhi and Moscow. In each of these cities a number of governance
challenges  are  examined,  according  to  specific  themes,  using  some  of  the  theories
introduced in the first part of the course. Finally, some of the strengths and weaknesses
of the theories are considered in light of the case studies, and with the help of seminar
discussions we consider how they might contribute to further theorising of urban policy
and governance beyond the west. 

3. Learning Objectives

The learning objectives for the course are:

 To provide students an understanding of the main approaches to urban policy
and governance, and some of the recent developments in it, and their strengths
and weaknesses when considered against the cases of non-western megacities. 

 Make your own arguments about urban policy and governance that draw on
issues taken from non-western cities, in ways that test and critically examine
existing theories, and present these arguments in the proper academic form.

 Understand  some  of  the  main  governance  challenges  facing  the  world’s
largest cities, some of the ways they have been addressed and the strengths and
weaknesses of these reforms. 

4. Learning Outcomes
As a result of undertaking this course of study, students should:

 Understand the main approaches  to urban policy and governance in the
international literature and their strengths and weaknesses.

 Understand some of the main challenges of the world’s largest cities and
some of the policy and governance solutions that have been applied to resolve
them. 

 Be able to critically examine urban policy and governance cases in order to
test theories. 

5. Course Plan
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Topic
Total

Hours
Contact hours

Independ
ent

Students’

Work
Lectures Seminars Training

Introduction to Urban Policy 
and Governance

19 4 4 14

Urban Regime Theory 19 2 2 14

Cities as Growth Machines 19 2 2 14

Local Government Studies 19 2 2 14

Urban Policy and Governance 
in New Delhi

19 2 2 14

Urban Policy and Governance 
in São Paulo

19 2 2 14

Urban Policy and Governance 
in Moscow

19 2 2 14

Urban Policy and Governance 
in Beijing

19 2 2 14

Evaluating the challenges and 
effectiveness of urban 
governance in global cities

19 2 2

Total: 152 20 20 112

6. Reading List
a) Required  Readings  (please  consult  LMS  in  order  to  see  which  text
corresponds to which seminar)

 Mossberger, Karen, and Gerry Stoker. "The evolution of urban regime
theory: The challenge of conceptualization." Urban affairs review 36.6
(2001): 810-835. (Access through HSE electronic resources)

 Mumford,  Lewis. "What is a city." Architectural record 82.5 (1937):
59-62.  http://kisi.deu.edu.tr/mert.cubukcu/pdf/Mumford_1937.pdf
(Open access)

 Sassen, Saskia. "The global city: strategic site/new frontier." American
studies  41.2/3  (2000):  79-95.  (Access  through  HSE  electronic
resources)

 Molotch, Harvey. "The city as a growth machine: Toward a political
economy of place." American journal of sociology 82.2 (1976): 309-
332. (Access through HSE electronic resources)
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 Kjellberg, Francesco. "The changing values of local government." The
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 540.1
(1995): 40-50. (Access through HSE electronic resources)

 Wolman,  Harold.  "What  cities  do:  How  much  does  urban  policy
matter?."  The  Oxford  Handbook  of  Urban  Politics.  2012.  (Access
through HSE electronic resources)

 Badyina,  Anna,  and  Oleg  Golubchikov.  "Gentrification  in  central
moscow‐a market  process  or  a  deliberate  policy?  money,  power and
people in housing regeneration in ostozhenka." Geografiska Annaler:
Series  B, Human Geography 87.2 (2005):  113-129. (Access  through
HSE electronic resources)

 Yang,  Zan,  and  Yue  Shen.  "The  affordability  of  owner  occupied
housing in Beijing." Journal of Housing and the Built Environment 23.4
(2008): 317. (Access through HSE electronic resources)

 Benjamin,  Solomon. "Occupancy urbanism: Radicalizing politics and
economy beyond policy and programs." International Journal of Urban
and Regional  Research  32.3  (2008):  719-729.  (Access  through HSE
electronic resources)

 Budds, Jessica, Paulo Teixeira, and SEHAB. "Ensuring the right to the
city:  pro-poor housing, urban development and tenure legalization in
Sao Paulo, Brazil." Environment and Urbanization 17.1 (2005): 89-114.

 Rabinovitch, Jonas. 1996. "Innovative Land Use and Public Transport
Policy: The Case of Curitiba, Brazil." Land Use Policy 13, 1 (January):
51-67.

 Macedo,  Joseli.  2013.  “Planning a  Sustainable  City:  The Making of
Curitiba, Brazil.” Journal of Planning History 12, 4: 334-353.

 Gilbert,  Alan.  2008.  “Bus  Rapid  Transit:  Is  Transmilenio  a  Miracle
Cure?” Transport Reviews 28, 4: 439-467. 

 De  Vasconcellos,  Eduardo  Alcantara.  "Urban  change,  mobility  and
transport  in São Paulo: three decades,  three cities."  Transport  Policy
12.2 (2005): 91-104.

 Pucher, John, et al. "Urban transport crisis in India." Transport Policy
12.3 (2005): 185-198.

 Creutzig, Felix, and Dongquan He. "Climate change mitigation and co-
benefits  of  feasible  transport  demand  policies  in  Beijing."
Transportation  Research  Part  D:  Transport  and  Environment  14.2
(2009): 120-131.

b) Optional Readings

 Morichi,  Shigeru.  "Long-term strategy for transport  system in Asian
megacities."  Journal  of  the  Eastern  Asia  society  for  transportation
studies 6 (2005): 1-22.

 Mol,  Arthur  PJ.  "Environmental  deinstitutionalization  in  Russia."
Journal of Environmental Policy & Planning 11.3 (2009): 223-241.

 Mehta, Lyla, et al. "Global environmental justice and the right to water:
the case of peri-urban Cochabamba and Delhi." Geoforum 54 (2014):
158-166.
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 de Sousa  Jabbour,  Ana Beatriz  Lopes,  et  al.  "Brazil’s  new national
policy  on  solid  waste:  challenges  and  opportunities."  Clean
Technologies and Environmental Policy 16.1 (2014): 7-9.

 Liu,  Gengyuan, et  al.  "Monitoring trends of urban development  and
environmental  impact  of  Beijing,  1999–2006."  Science  of  the  Total
Environment 409.18 (2011): 3295-3308. 

7. Grading System

Participation: 20% of final grade

Essay: independent work of 10 pages, 50% of final grade

Examined presentation: 30% of final grade

The sum of  the  grades  for  the  attendance,  essay,  the  final  presentation  (and grades
associated with preparing and presenting it) and final examination will be translated into
a numerical grade.

Participation. The students are supposed to attend the classes and actively participate in
the class activities. This will include a short introduction/summary for the class of one
of the texts set in the course guide. 

Essay. Students will prepare independent work, submitted on June 5. The essay will
consist of twelve pages. The teacher will assess the student’s ability to knowledgeably
use the core theories and concepts of the course, the ability to apply them appropriately
to relevant case studies, the quality of presentation – which must consist of a proper
essay  structure  and  referencing  system  –  and  the  soundness  and  criticality  of  the
argumentative logic. Extra marks are given for papers that substantively engage with
literature beyond those set in the course guide.

Final Exam. The final exam will be held in a dialogical form that will consist of a
presentation  and  a  related  discussion  related  to  a  topic  selected  by  a  student  and
endorsed by the course lecturer before the exam. Each presentation (10 minutes) reports
on and examines a case (or comparisons thereof) of urban policy or governance that
employs the ideas, theories and approaches examined in the course. It should present the
case, show how policies or governance structures can be approached according to the
theories introduced in the class (or nominated by the student with the approval of the
lecturer)  and  also  critically evaluate  the  effects  of  the  urban  policy  or  governance
structure. In the course of the exam the teacher evaluates the structure of presentation,
the student’s knowledge of core theories and concepts of the course and the ability to
apply  these  theoretical  concepts  appropriately  to  relevant  case  studies,  taking  into
consideration how the student treats  the subject:  through demonstrating an ability to
think critically and develop appropriate and original arguments. The teacher may ask
additional  questions to evaluate  the understanding and depth of the argument that is
presented.

a. Course Grade Criteria

O  stands  for  “grade”.  It  is  divided  into  accumulated  and  final  grades  which  are
described by their own formulas. 

Oaccumulated formula is:
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Oaccumulated = Ocurrent control = 0.3*Oparticipation + 0.7*Oessay

where Oparticipation is the grade for participation during the classes; Oessay is the grade for
the independent work (essay).

Ofinal formula is:

Ofinal = 0,7*Oaccumulated + 0,3*Ofinal exam

where Ofinal exam is constituted by the grade for presentation and written report on research
project.

Rounding of numbers in calculating of the grades is arithmetical.

In the Master  Degree Certificate,  the final  grade will  be provided to  the student  in
written form.

The  discipline  is  taught  during  two  modules  but  there  is  no  intermediary
assessment at the end of the first module. 

8. Examination Type

Final  exam will  be  held  in  the  form of  oral  discussion  based on the
content of student’s final essay

9. Methods of Instruction

The course is built upon the combination of modern educational techniques. It
combines active and interactive forms of teaching. It relies both on discussion
and group work and on conventional lecturing. The students are expected to
actively participate in the in-class group work, and to do so are required to do
the set and optional readings.

10. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required)

The course requires

 Presentation equipment
 Multimedia equipment
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