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1. Course Description
a) Prerequisites
This course is taught in the second year of Master’s program ‘Public policy and Political
analysis’ for the Human Rights and Democratic Governance Track This course is a continuation of the
larger Human rights studies and is strongly connected with
-

Human Rights in the Non- Western Societies
Conflict studies and Mediation
Comparative security and Defence Policy
International Mechanism for the protection of Human Rights
Human Rights in Globalizing world
Minority Rights

The following knowledge and skills are needed to study this discipline:

-

To know basic tools and instruments of Human Rights protection in the conflict and
disaster space
To be able to identify the legal mechanism that helps the humanitarian actions during the
conflict period
To have basic academic skills, such as collecting, analyzing and logically presenting
information and data on the certain topic, participating in a group discussion, writing an
essay, making a presentation, etc.

b) Abstract
This course on Humanitarian action has the three pronged objective to ascertain and underscore
the legal mechanism of protecting the human in the most vulnerable situations – War and Conflict
situations, secondly to observe the evolutions of the Humanitarian actions over the years in the inter
war period and lastly the debate on the right to protect in the past decade that has gained controversy.
The content of the course is threaded and interwoven with the inter disciplinarily examining the
legal instruments through historical perspectives to tweak out the best practices and the wicked cases
in the humanitarian laws and refugee laws in the disaster zones and the areas of distress. The other
point equally critical in our study is to equip the students with the interactive seminars with the
professionals of Humanitarian agencies and their work as a case studies.
The course does provide different theoretical approach on the subject of the Humanitarian
studies but it does have an overarching objective – to equip the students with the knowledge and
applied skills about the human rights studies in the distressed/conflict zones. The course shall
encourage the critical theory approach to observe the Humanitarian actions efficacies and their side
effects in the larger geo-political space.
.

2. Learning Objectives
The course tasks are:


To equip students with the general skills and tools about the concept of

Humanitarian actions, linkages between Human rights and humanitarian laws,, refugee laws and laws
on migrations.


To understand the role of the multi lateral organizations and the non state actors in

the provision of the Humanitarian work


The examine the new challenges in the work of the humanitarian organizations



To be aware of the new debates on the humanitarian actions and develop the

critical skills to examine the humanitarian actions in the developing countries.


To develop skills through interactive seminars and capstone work the hands on

knowledge about the tools and instruments of the humanitarian laws
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To develop skills and strategies about the humanitarian approaches in the



emerging destabilized spaces.

3. Learning Outcomes
Having mastered the course, the students are expected:
To:
o know the evolutionary history of the Humanitarian action as an important field of study
in the Human rights and conflict studies space in the different parts of the world.
o To understand the co-relation of the Humanitarian action studies in the larger
framework of the Human rights studies with the proximity of learning spaces of the
Refugee laws, Human rights laws and the laws for the migrants.
o Know main approaches of Humanitarian actions done by the major organizations and to
examine the efficacy of it through critical perspective.

Be able to:


Understand and analyze the idea of humanitarian actions taken by the
multilateral organizations

Observe and compare the role of the non state actors with those of
the state organizations in the Humanitarian action work in the regional and global
context

To gain the knowledge of the Humanitarian laws and the
international conventions and treaties that established the mechanism for the
Humanitarian action in the conflict regions

Summarize, compare and interpret the data and do the deductive
analysis of the new trends in the Humanitarian actions .

To be in the position to evaluate the humanitarian projects
undertaken by the agency/organizations and to come with the policy
recommendations about it.
To obtain skills to:

-

To gain the knowledge about the large range of humanitarian organizations and

the contact agencies and their area of expertise

-

Have the possibility to create the simulated project report for the state and non

state organizations for the Humanitarian action work
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-

Analyze and explain through the critical perspective the Humanitarian actions

-

To examine the efficacy of the humanitarian laws and the multi lateral organizational work
on the ground

-

Design and propose customized solutions keeping a holistic perspective on the issue of the
Humanitarian actions.
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14. Fihn, B. (2015). A New Humanitarian Era: Prohibiting the Unacceptable. Arms
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16. Andrew Rigby, Humanitarian assistance and conflict management: the view
from the non-governmental sector, International Affairs, Volume 77, Issue 4,
October 2001, Pages 957–966, https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2346.00229
6. Grading System
Continuing assessment consists of grading students’ regular class participation and
active presence, the home assignment, midterm exam and the final paper and group presentation.

- their knowledge of required readings and their acquaintance with at
least some of the recommended readings;
- their ability to collect information on a particular topic
independently;
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- their ability to analyze and generalize the collected information and
data;
- their ability to present their material, point of view and arguments;
- their ability to participate in a group discussion
- their ability to discuss other students’ work

1. Please make sure that your papers make an argument and are analytical (that is,
discuss several important themes using specific examples from the readings);
purely descriptive papers will receive lower grades.
2. All papers should be emailed to me and my teaching assistant by the beginning
of class for which it is due, unless another due date and time has been given. No
hard copies of any written work need to be turned in unless requested. Unless you
have made arrangements with me beforehand, late assignments will be
penalized one letter grade per day they are late, particularly when papers are
related to the discussion that will take place in class that day.
3. Please note: Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. If you
borrow ideas, writings, etc., from other people and do not give them credit, the
assignment will be given an automatic zero, and you will most likely be given a
NC in the class.

a. Course Grade Criteria

Cumulative grade for current work formula is:

Gfinal =0,7 Gcumulative + 0,3 Gexam
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where
Cumulative = 0,2 active participation and presence in the class +0.3Mid term examination +.2 Group
presentation and participation in the Project work

+03Final paper

The discipline is taught during two modules and there is an active and evolving evaluation
where active and competent participation at tutorials coupled with the home work is an important
contributing factor to the final grades. It is to be noted that the students having less then 80 percent of
the total presence shall have to give the additional test on the thematic that has been taught in the class.

7. Examination Type
Both Mid-term and the final exam will be held in the form of presentation based on the
content of student’s final essay

8. Methods of Instruction
The course is built upon the combination of modern educational
techniques. It combines active and interactive forms of teaching. It relies more on
discussion and group work besides the conventional lecturing. So the students are supposed
to actively participate in the in-class group work. They are also expected to do their
homework and additional reading.

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required)
The course requires a computer (laptop) and projector for Power Point presentations.
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