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Course Description   

Pre-requisite 

The following knowledge and skills are needed to study this discipline:

- To know basic methods of political analysis

- To be able to analyse independently the most important aspects of political relations

- To have basic academic skills, such as collecting, analysing and logically presenting information and

data on a certain topic, participating in a group discussion, writing an essay, making a presentation, etc.

The main skills developed by studying this discipline can be used to study the following disciplines:

-Academic research seminar

-Academic research practice

This course is taught in the first year of Master's program 'Human Rights and Democratic Governance'. This
course strongly connected with the following disciplines:

 Human rights' studies

 International Mechanisms of Human Rights Protection

 Human rights in globalizing world

 Minorities' rights: comparative practices



 Freedom of Association and Freedom of Assembly: guidelines and "best practices"

 Minority rights – Best practices 

This discipline is one of the general disciplines for the program.

Abstract
The course on “Human Rights in Non Western Societies” is a theoretical and legal query on the Human Rights laws, Universal

Declaration on Human Rights in the post colonized countries and the level of adaptation, assimilation and engagement on the

subject of Human Rights in the Non western societies. 

The course shall try to examine and understand through the theoretical test on the subject of Human rights compliance and the

various sets of limitations (normative, cultural and customary laws etc) that does create a distinctive human rights ecosystem in

different geographical regions of the world.

The course shall also examine through the other meta-concepts such as governance and democracy the transitional trajectory of

the human rights compliance and its acceptance in the transitional societies and “pendulum conditionality” and backsliding of

democracy in the otherwise more democratic states.  

Learning Objectives 
The objectives of the course" Human Rights in Non Western Societies " are:

 Know the major concepts of human rights, as well as public policy and social discourse; 

 Understand how human rights could be interpreted in different cultural environments 

 Analyze  what are the motives for framing particular issues as human rights issues;

 Understand to what extent cultural differences in the conception of human rights affect the 

universality of those rights as philosophical values or legal obligations

Learning Outcomes         
 Having mastered the course, the students are expected to be aware of -

1. Students shall be equipped to explain the diversity of Human rights compliance in different parts 
of the world.

2. The role of post colonial literature on the debate of Human Rights 
3. Academic capacity to discern the different aspects of UDHR and their local and regional 

replications and aspirations 
4. The pressing issues of Human rights in  the global south Vs Human rights in the OECD countries 

and the variation in priorities 
5. Provide customized policy recommendation on the betterment and consolidation of the HR in 

different social  and economic set up 

Be able to:

                  Students shall be in the position to answer the following questions –

Be able to:

-Be able to discuss and reproduce these concepts and theories, be able to find links between 

them and analyze them;

-Be able to recognize important human rights problems, analyze them and suggest possible 

ways of solving them;
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-Compare issues with human rights in different regions and countries -Competently define 

priorities in analysis of human rights policy

To obtain skills to: 

 Working with primary data sources and literature on the problems of human rights

 Collecting objective and adequate information on the problems in this field

 Designing and implementation special strategies for human rights protection in different cultural backgrounds

Course Plan

№ Topic
Total

hours

Contact hours Independ

ent

students’

work

Lectu

res

Semi

nars
Training

1  In  Defence  of  the  Universal
declaration,  Human  Rights  and
Cultural Pluralism
Representing the common Good  
Good The limits of legal language

2 The UN and regional declarations
and covenants on human rights
Introduction: Property and Human 
Rights in a Global Context

-

3 The  possibility  of  non-religious
human rights
Rights and wrongs without God A
non-religious  grounding  for
human rights in a pluralistic world
The problem of secular sacredness

-

4 Human Rights in Weak, Divided,
and Threatened States

-

5 Cultural  Identity,  Group  Rights,
and Social Ontology
At  the  outer  limits  of  human
Rights  Voids  in  the  liberal
paradigm
-------------------------------------

Mid Term

-

6 GLOBALIZING  DEMOCRACY
IN  A  HUMAN  RIGHTS
FRAMEWORK
DEMOCRACY  AND  RIGHTS,
PERSONALIZED  AND
PLURALIZED

-

7 .  Transnational debates Sexuality,
power, and new subjectivities

-
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№ Topic
Total

hours

Contact hours Independ

ent

students’

Lectu

res

Semi

nars
Training

8 Human  Rights  Critiques  of  the
‘War on Terror
Order,  Rights  and  Threats:

Terrorism and Global Justice

-

9 Epistemology, diversity, and 
disagreement in theory and 
practice
------------------------------------
The  right  of  peoples  to  self-
determination  and  The  right  to
development  and  development
assistance

-

10 Immanent and universal 
human rights: more legitimate 
than reasonable

-

1

11 How  Not  to  Promote  Democracy  and

Human Rights in the diversified and plural

world

Final Examination 
Total for the 2nd year -

6. Reading List

Required Reading-
Horowitz, S. A., & Schnabel, A. (2004). Human rights and societies in transition : Causes, consequences,

responses. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com

Bagchi, S. S., & Das, A. (Eds.). (2012). Human rights and the third world : Issues and discourses. Retrieved
from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com

Mapp, S. C. (2014). Human rights and social justice in a global perspective : An introduction to international
social. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com

Donnelly, J. (1982). Human Rights and Human Dignity: An Analytic Critique of Non-Western Conceptions of
Human Rights. The American Political Science Review, 76(2), 303-316. doi:10.2307/196111

SEN,  A.  (1998).  Universal  Truths:  Human  Rights  and  the  Westernizing  Illusion. Harvard  International
Review, 20(3), 40-43. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/42764004

Additional Reading- 

Mitchell, J. P., & Wilson, R. A. (Eds.). (2003). Human rights in global perspective : Anthropological studies
of rights, claims and entitlements. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com

Tahmindjis,  P.  (2005). Sexuality  and  human  rights  :  A  global  overview.  Retrieved  from
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com

Dallmayr, F. (2002). "Asian Values" and Global Human Rights. Philosophy East and West, 52(2), 173-189.
Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/1399964
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Leib,  L.  (2011).  AN  OVERVIEW  OF  THE CHARACTERISTICS  AND  CONTROVERSIES  OF  HUMAN
RIGHTS. In Human Rights and the Environment: Philosophical, Theoretical and Legal Perspectives (pp.
41-68). LEIDEN; BOSTON: Brill. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1163/j.ctt1w8h1t2.6

SINHA,  S.  (1981).  Human  Rights:  A  Non-Western  Viewpoint. ARSP:  Archiv  Für  Rechts-  Und
Sozialphilosophie / Archives for Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy, 67(1), 76-91. Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23679419

MEYER,  W.  (1995).  Toward  a  global  culture:  Human  rights,  group  rights  and  cultural
relativism. International  Journal  on  Group  Rights, 3(3),  169-195.  Retrieved  from
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24674469

Grading System

Course Grade Criteria

Continuing  assessment  consists  of  grading  students’  regular  class  participation  and  active

presence,  the home assignment, midterm exam and the final paper and group presentation. 

- their  knowledge  of  required  readings  and  their  acquaintance  with  at  least  some  of  the

recommended readings;

- their ability to collect information on a particular topic independently;

- their ability to analyze and generalize the collected information and data;

- their ability to present their material, point of view and arguments;

- their ability to participate in a group discussion 

- their ability to discuss other students’ work

Final  essays  must  be  focused  on  analysis  of  relations  between  the  spheres  of  education  and

innovations in a country or a region. A student should apply one of analytical models and highlight

main  features  of  knowledge  transfer  from  education  to  any  innovative  space  (business,  society,

academia, etc)

1. Please make sure that your papers make an argument and are analytical (that is, discuss several

important  themes  using  specific  examples  from the  readings);  purely  descriptive  papers  will

receive lower grades.

2. All  papers should be emailed to me and my teaching assistant  by the beginning of class for

which it is due, unless another due date and time has been given. No hard copies of any written

work  need  to  be  turned  in  unless  requested.  Unless  you  have  made  arrangements  with  me

beforehand, late  assignments  will  be  penalized  one  letter  grade  per  day  they  are  late,

particularly when papers are related to the discussion that will take place in class that day.
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3. Please  note: Plagiarism or cheating of  any  kind will  not  be  tolerated.  If  you borrow ideas,

writings, etc., from other people and do not give them credit, the assignment will be given an

automatic zero, and you will most likely be given a NC in the class. 

Cumulative grade for current work formula is: 

Gfinal  =0,7 Gcumulative + 0,3 Gexam

Where 

Cumulative  = 0,2 active  participation and presence in the class  +0.3Mid term examination  +.2 Group presentation and participation in the  Project  work

+03Final paper 

The discipline is taught during two modules and there is an active and evolving  evaluation where

active  and  competent  participation  at  tutorials  coupled  with  the  home  work  is  an  important

contributing factor to the final grades. It is to be noted that the students having less than 80 percent of

attendance shall have to give the additional test on the thematic that are taught in the class.  

7. Examination Type

8. Methods of Instruction

                                   The course is built upon the combination of modern educational

techniques. It combines active and interactive forms of teaching. It relies more on discussion

and group work besides the conventional lecturing. 

So the students are supposed to actively participate in the in-class group work. They are also

expected to do their homework and additional reading.

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required)
The course requires a computer (laptop) and projector for Power Point presentations.
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