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1. Course Description

a) Pre-requisites

For studying this course participants should have

- Knowledge of major concepts of public policy

- Understanding the concepts of power and influence

- General academic skills, including ability for independent research, collecting, analyzing and
presenting data on research topic,  writing an essay,  making a presentation,  participating  in
group work and class discussion

The course also welcomes prior knowledge in political science, international relations, international
diplomacy, global conflicts, institutions and the skills of policy analysis.

b) Abstract

This course is aimed to explore the phenomenon of Global Actors and the role they play in global
governance. It combines learning about main characteristics of such actors and conducting individual
research  on  providing  examples  of  global  actors  and  their  activities.  We  will  seek  to  develop  a
coherent definition of global actors, distinguish between their types, aims, and influence they have in
the globalized world. We will pay particular attention to non-state actors, like the commercial  and
trade organizations and global civil society institutions as global actors. During the classes the students
will learn to analyze and compare global actors, global institutions and global instruments, understand
modern  forms of  governance  interactions  and other  global  agenda issues.  We will  also apply the
concepts of power and explore which type of power is used by different clusters of global actors.  

2. Learning Objectives

 To provide a coherent definition of global actors, their types, aims and influence
 To consider commercial organizations and civil society institutions as global actors.
 To analyze and compare global actors, global institutions and global instruments
- To examine the roles of states, intergovernmental actors and global civil society in the process 

of international agenda setting and addressing problems of social and humanitarian 
development

 To develop understanding of the process of gaining global impact, and what are the motives, 
for framing particular issues;

 To distinguish, which type of power is been used by different global actors and mechanisms by
which one actor is able to influence other actors.

3. Learning Outcomes



As the result of the course students should 
Know

 possible definitions and main characteristics of Global Actors
 various grounds for typology of Global Actors
 reasons for excluding criminal organizations from the scope of analysis

Understand
 understand the concept of ‘actorness’ and be able to apply it
 understand meaning of ‘global challenges’ that Global Actors respond to

Be able to 
 identify, describe and analyze Global Actors of various types to distinguish between Global

Actors  in  their  affiliation  to  government  institutions,  businesses  and  non-governmental
organizations

 to  recognize  the  difference  between  Global  Businesses  and  their  additional  capacities  for
behaving as Global Actors

 to  formulate  or  analytically  reconstruct  strategic  global  goals  of  particular  GA’s  provide
argumentation on the type of power, that is been used by different Global Actors 

4. Course Plan

Topic 1. Introduction to Global Public Policy. Policymaking at local, national and global levels

Topic 2. Global Governance. Similarities and differences between International relations and
Global Governance

Topic 3.  Concept  of  Actorness.  Global  Actors,  their  origins,  level  of  autonomy,  their  cognitive
capacity to recognize the problem; ability to formulate Strategic Goal and capacities to accumulate
resources

Topic 4. Globalization and Global Governance Institutions. Interactions between National and
Global levels. Evolution of Global Governance as Regulation and Regulatory Regimes

Topic 5. Nation States and Intergovernmental Organizations as Global Actors

Topic 6. Economic Regulators - WTO, IMF, WB and Rating Agencies as Global Actors

Topic 7. Businesses and Trans-national Corporations as Global Actors

Topic 8. Non-governmental Organizations, citizen networks as Global Actors, their resources,
that allow them to challenge Government and Business Actors

Topic 9. Religious organizations in Global Governance

Topic 10. Ideological and cultural institutions as Global Actors

Topic 11. Media as Global Actors

Topic 12.  Organizations  obtaining  exclusive  knowledge,  high  intellectual  capacity  and
technologically advanced - could they be considered as "Global Actors"
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d9d64cbae196%40sessionmgr4008&bdata=#AN=17786379&db=bsu

4. Dingwerth, Klaus & Pattberg Philipp (2006). Global Governance as a perspective on World
Politiocs.  Global  Governance  12:  185  –  203  Available  at  HSE  Library:
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7. Tehranian  M.  (2002)  Democratizing  Governance.  In:  Aksu  E.,  Camilleri  J.A.  (eds)
Democratizing Global Governance. Palgrave Macmillan, London. Available at

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
304750370_Globalization_and_Governance_an_Overview

8. Woods, Ngaire (2001). Making the IMF and the World Bank International Affairs 77 (1): 83 -
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Optional

1. Bernstein, Steven & Hamish van der Ven (2017). Best practices in global governance. Review
of  International  Studies  Vol  43  (3):  534  –  556.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0260210516000425 Available  at  HSE  Library:
http://proxylibrary.hse.ru:2138/eds/detail/detail?vid=14&sid=864a5e00-820d-4856-9667-
15aa918c2c04%40pdc-v-sessmgr05&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWRzLWxpdmU
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2. Carbone,  Maurizio  (2007).  Supporting  or  Resisting  Global  Public  Goods?  The  Policy
Dimension of contested Concept. Global Governance 13, 179 – 198 Available at HSE Library:
http://proxylibrary.hse.ru:2138/eds/detail/detail?vid=22&sid=864a5e00-820d-4856-9667-
15aa918c2c04%40pdc-v-sessmgr05&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWRzLWxpdmU
%3d#AN=edshol.hein.journals.glogo13.20&db=edshol
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6. Grading System

The final grade is composed of a cumulative grade and the exam. The cumulative and final
grades are composed according to the following formulas (Q stands for “grade”). 

 
Cumulative grade for current work formula is:  

Qcumulative :0,2Qhome work + 0,2 Qclass presentations + 0,6·Qfinal essay; 

Final grade formula is:  
Qfinal grade = 0,3·Qexam + 0,7·Qcumulative 

If the final grade is non-integer, it is rounded according to algebraic rules. If it has a half (.5) at
the end, we are rounding upward.

Homework.  By the end of the 1st module (end of October) each student will produce 2,5-3 pages
(3 000-5 000 symbols) paper that focuses on choosing global actor with argumentations  why is it
“Actor” and why is it Global.  

 
Points to be covered in global actors description in Homework  1) Global challenges- that lead to

the emergence of an actor to address them (with examples and statistics)  2) Global strategic goal -
(with  quotes  from  its  Charter  or  other  founding  documents)   3)  Impact  -  (whether  many  short
evidences or couple of significant) - specific case-studies: from initiatives to global results  

 
Essay.  Beginning December each student will produce a 10-12-page (15 000-18 000 symbols)

research paper that focuses on the analysis of a global actor of student’s choice. Teacher evaluates how
independently the has been done, how deep the topic is developed, how data collection and analysis
were conducted, etc.  

 
Obligatory Reference Points to be used in Global Actors Analysis in essay  
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1) Global challenges - that lead to the emergence of an actor to address them (with examples and,
preferably, some statistical data)

2) Emerging and full formation of actor and its current structure (with schemes of internal and the
process of decision making)

3) Global strategic goal - (with quotes from its Charter or other founding documents)

4) Institutional format - with all its complexity and examples of actions

5) Resources (with description of its uniqueness - and example of usage)

6) International recognition - (with examples, actions, statistics)

7) Global  Impact  -  through examples  (whether  many short  evidences  or  couple of significant
ones) - specific case-studies: from initiatives to global results

8) Dynamics of influence (with reasons and examples) whether it goes up or down

9) Conclusion – definition of the Unique type of Regulatory Power of the chosen actor

7. Examination Type

Final exam will be held in the form of discussion of the final essay, presented by the student

8. Methods of Instruction

The  course  is  taught  by  combining  different  types  of  teaching  methods:  lectures,  seminars,

presentations, group work and class discussions. The results of the first homework, with the first

attempt to select an actor for the future in-depth analysis will also be discussed in class, if it fits all

the suggested characteristics  and could be explored further.  Therefore,  we will  include several

interactive forms of collective learning. We will also encourage students to do individual research

for their  final  essay and most interesting cases will  also be raised at  class discussion.  This all

presumes,  that  the  students  should  actively  participate  in  class  and  creatively  contribute  to

interactive type of joint learning.

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required)

Classrooms for lectures on this course requires the use of demonstration equipment
- PC with Internet access (operating system, office software, antivirus software)

- Multimedia projector with remote control for Power Point presentations
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