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1. Course Description 

a. Pre-requisites 

Advanced Microeconomics, Advanced Macroeconomics, Advanced Econometrics 

b. Abstract 

The course targets 2nd year MA students (research track) who already know the key 

principles of economic thinking, are familiar with the core advanced disciplines 

(Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, and Econometrics) and have the skills to solve 

theoretical models and process data.  

The course is in a form of weekly seminars (160 minutes each). The main activities include: 

(1) lectures, (2) discussions, (3) students’ presentations and (4) written assignments. 

The discipline is instructed in both Russian and English. 

2. Learning Objectives and Outcomes 

The course aims to provide M.Res. students with the tools to (1) evaluate research papers, (2) 

understand what shapes good and publishable projects, and (3) make progress with their 

own research. 

By the end of the course, students should know:  

• How research papers are written,  

• How to read manuscripts critically and efficiently, summarize and review them,  

• How to understand a new field, in the absence of a textbook,  

• How to judge the value of different contributions and identify promising research 

directions. 

3. Course Plan 

N Topic/Focus/Activity Hours
Course Format

Self-study
Lectures Seminars Practical 

Sessions

1 Introduction: How to 
Formulate a Research 
Question

4 4 0

2 Introduction: Economic 
Journals

4 4 0

3 Introduction: Where to 
Get Economic Data

8 4 4

!2



4. Reading List 

a. Angrist, J.D. and J.-S. Pischke. (2009). Mostly Harmless Econometrics: An Empiricist’s 

Companion. Princeton University Press.  

b. Jackson, M. (1998). Notes on Presenting a Paper.  

c. McCloskey, D.N. (2000). Economical Writing. 2nd Edition. Waveland Press.  

d. Swales, J.M. and C. Feak. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students. The University 

of Michigan Press. 5.  

e. Thomson, W. (2011). A Guide for the Young Economist. 2nd Edition. MIT Press.  

f. Varian, H. How to Build an Economic Model in Your Spare Time.  

During the course, instructors will offer further readings. 

5. Grading 

All assignments are graded on the 10-point scale. Modules 1–2 and Module 3 have a separate 

assessment. The final course grade ( ) is the weighted average of the Modules 1–2 ( ) 

and Module 3 ( ) marks: 

  

The results are rounded in accordance with standard arithmetic rules. 

4 Introduction: How to 
Structure a Research 
Paper

8 4 4

5 Introduction: How to 
Write a Referee Report

10 4 6

6 Introduction: How to 
Write a Research 
Proposal

10 4 6

7 Presenting a Pre-
Selected Paper and 
Preparing a Referee 
Report on It

104 30 74

8 Preparing a Research 
Proposal

104 30 74

9 Discussion 52 16 36

Total 304 100 204

GF G1−2

G3

GF =
2
3

G1−2 +
1
3

G3
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Modules 1–2 

The grade for Modules 1-2 includes: 

1. At the beginning of Module 1 each student should present a research proposal or a 

current state of his/her research progress (10% of the final grade) 

Each student must present his/her own research proposal or the current state of any 

ongoing project. The assignment assumes an in-class presentation (60 minutes followed 

by a Q&A session). The presentation must:  

1. State a clear well-motivated research question,  

2. Provide an extensive literature review and focus on the contribution the project is 

going to make,  

3. Highlight methodological aspects used to address the research question of interest 

(a simple theoretical model, the description of the underlying trade-off etc.), 

4. Show preliminary results, 

5. Discuss open questions/problems to be resolved.   

2. The presentation of 5 pre-selected papers that are closely related to a student’s research 

topic (10% of the final grade each)  

For one presentation, each student must choose a study published in top 5 or top field 

journals and prepare slides for a 40 minutes talk. The talk should:  

1. Highlight the paper’s (1) motivation, (2) research question, and (3) its contribution 

to the existing literature on the topic,  

2. Outline the model (for theoretical papers)  / describe the identification strategy and 

data (for empirical studies),  

3. Formulate main results and provide the intuition behind them,  

4. Discuss the paper’s strong and weak sides and offer at least one extension.  

The presentation will be followed by a Q&A session.  

3. At the end of Module 2 each student must report his/her research progress by 

presenting a draft of the paper (30% of the final grade) 

Each student must present his/her own research project by making an in-class 

presentation (60 minutes followed by a Q&A session). The presentation must:  

1. State a clear well-motivated research question,  

2. Provide an extensive literature review and focus on the contribution the project is 

going to make,  

!4



3. Highlight methodological aspects used to address the research question of interest 

(a simple theoretical model, the description of the underlying trade-off etc.), 

4. Show preliminary results, 

5. Discuss open questions/problems to be resolved.   

Students must send the draft of the thesis to discussants and instructor no later than 3 

days before the scheduled presentation. Late submissions will not be graded! 

4. Preparing a discussion (10% of the final grade) 

Each student will give critical comments on his/her classmate’s draft of Master thesis.  The 1

discussion should focus on (1) the research question, (2) its motivation, (3) methodological 

aspects, (4) main findings and their interpretation, and (5) the quality / structure of the text. 

The discussant must prepare 3–6 slides or a 10-minutes talk where he / she indicates:  

1. The research question raised in the research proposal, 

2. The novelty of the project / research idea, 

3. Critical comments on how to improve the project. 

Important Remarks 

1. A student gets a pass grade, which is calculated according to the given scheme, only 

conditional on fulfilling all the outlined activities. 

2. If a student has a valid excuse and cannot make a presentation at a given date, he/she 

should find someone who is willing to substitute him/her. 

3. A student may skip two classes when he/she is not presenting without a valid excuse. 

However, if he/she misses the third class without a valid excuse, he/she must write a 

referee report on a paper that was agreed with instructor. For each additional miss of the 

class, an extra referee report must be prepared. 

Module 3 

The grade for Module 3 includes: 

1. Presenting a pre-selected paper and writing a referee report on it (15% of the final grade 

each)  

Instructors offer papers for discussion.  Each student has to choose one study to present 2

and critically assess. The presentation should last 25-30 minutes and must:  

 Instructors will allocate the proposals to students in advance.1

 Students are free to suggest other papers on top of those offered by the instructor.2
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1. Highlight the paper’s (1) motivation, (2) research question, and (3) its contribution 

to the existing literature on the topic,  

2. Outline the model (for theoretical papers)  / describe the identification strategy and 

data (for empirical studies),  

3. Formulate main results and provide the intuition behind them,  

4. Discuss the paper’s strong and weak sides and offer at least one extension.  

The presentation will be followed by a Q&A session.  

No later than 1 week after the presentation each student must send a written referee 

report (2-3 single-spaced pages) to the instructors’ emails. Late submissions will not be 

graded! The report has to: 

1. Summarize the paper in 1–2 paragraphs, 

2. Stress the contribution the study makes, 

3. Give critical comments on the paper (describe its strong and weak sides, mention 

how realistic and sensitive the key modelling assumptions are etc.), 

4. Suggest how the paper might be improved (offer extensions and / or point out at 

least one limitation of the paper).  

2. Preparing a research proposal (30% of the final grade) 

Each student must present his / her own research project.  The assignment includes both 

an in-class presentation (20–25 minutes followed by a Q&A session) and a text (15% of 

the final grade each). The research proposal must:  

1. State a clear well-motivated research question,  

2. Provide an extensive literature review and focus on the contribution the project is 

going to make,  

3. Highlight methodological aspects used to address the research question of interest 

(a simple theoretical model, the description of the underlying trade-off etc.), 

4. Preliminary results, 

5. Open questions / problems to be resolved.   

Either slides or a whiteboard can be used for presentations. Students must send the texts 

(max. 5 pages) of their research proposals to discussants and instructors no later than 3 

days before the scheduled presentation. Late submissions will not be graded! 
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3. Preparing a discussion (20% of the final grade) 

Each student will give critical comments on his / her classmate’s research proposal.  The 3

discussion can focus on (1) the research question, (2) its motivation, (3) methodological 

aspects, (4) main findings and their interpretation, and (5) the quality / structure of the 

text. The discussant must prepare 3–6 slides or a 10-minutes talk where he / she indicates:  

1. The research question raised in the research proposal, 

2. The novelty of the project / research idea, 

3. Critical comments on how to improve the project. 

4. In-class activity (10% of the final grade) 

Since the course builds on intensive in-class interaction, instructors will trace all the 

activity (a number / quality of comments) and grade it. 

5. Attendance (10% of the final grade) 

The grade is proportional to a number of classes a student attended. For example, if he / 

she attended 9 out of 10 seminars, the grade must be 9 out 10. The results are rounded in 

accordance with standard arithmetic rules. Instructors can reallocate the weight of 

skipped classes to those a student attended if he / she presents an official excuse of 

absence. 

Remarks 

If a student misses his / her presentation or discussion without a proven (certified) excuse, 

he / she gets 0 points for the corresponding assignment. Otherwise, the presentation can be 

rescheduled or replaced with another activity chosen by instructors. 

6. Examination Type 

Not applicable 

7. Method of Instruction 

The course adopts the following teaching methods and the forms of control: 

⇒ lectures, 

⇒ discussions, 

⇒ written assignments, 

⇒ presentations, 

⇒ self-study. 

 Instructors will allocate the proposals to students in advance.3
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8. Special Equipment and Software Support  

The course requires (1) a classroom equipped with 1 compute and 1 projector (on a weekly 

basis) and (2) the following software: Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, and PowerPoint) and 

Adobe Acrobat Reader (or any equivalent software to open PDF files). 
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