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1. Course Description 

a) Pre-requisites 

The course is based upon the knowledge and skills acquired by the students in the course “English 

language” during their first and second years at the university and requires at least Intermediate level of 

English Intermediate (B2 / IELTS 6,5). There are no specific prerequisites concerning the students’ 

academic background in the field of methodology as the course starts with the basics of research skills.  

b) Abstract 

The research seminar is designed for third year students of NRU HSE who study at the bachelor degree 

programme “Foreign Languages and Intercultural Communication”. The course is aimed at students of 

all majors and provides them with knowledge and academic skills needed for conducting research. It 

gives a comprehensive overview of: 

- different aspects of research theory and practice; 

- basic research methods for completing a successful research project; 

- methods of data analysis; 
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- data collection techniques;  

- methods of sampling and measurement; 

- analytic frameworks and methods of contemporary linguistics. 

 

2. Learning Objectives 

The main goal of the course is to study the basics of methodology and develop students' research 

competencies in the areas of: 

-     research design; 

-     data collection and analysis; 

 -    presentation of research results in oral and written forms. 

As a result, students will be able to plan, conduct and present research in linguistics and related fields. 

The course also develops students' social competencies as it includes a long-term group project. 

 

3. Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course the students will know: 

-     principles of ethical research; 

-     the essence of scientific methods; 

-     types of approaches to research; 

-     the difference between Russian and Western traditions in research; 

-     the role of theory in research; 

-     basic concepts such as dependent/ independent variables, reliability, validity, median, mode, etc.; 

-     the basics of statistical analysis; 

-     approaches to sampling; 

-     methods within qualitative and quantitative approaches to research; 

-     the tools of discourse/ cluster/ thematic/ interpretative analyses; 

-     the analytical methods and frameworks of contemporary linguistics; 

-     the structure of a research report/ article; 

-     factors limiting research potential. 
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 By the end of the course the students will be able to: 

-     design experimental research; 

-     set research aims; 

-     select relevant literature for review; 

-     review literature on the topic; 

-     come up with relevant research questions; 

-     select appropriate research tools; 

-     to compare and contrast across different analytical approaches; 

-     use sampling reasonably; 

-     collect data relevant to the research purpose and questions; 

-     conduct interviews/ case studies and analyse their results; 

-     collect numerical data and analyse them statistically; 

-     code qualitative data; 

-     use qualitative analytical methods (e.g. thematic analysis); 

-     analyse discourse; 

-     implement methods of contemporary linguistics (semantic analysis, comparative analysis, corpus 

analysis, etc.); 

-     avoid plagiarism; 

-     refer to other research in writing correctly; 

-     present the results of their research orally and in writing. 

 

4. Course Plan 

Topic 1. The structure of a research project, research design template. Planning and designing research. 

Research hypotheses, research topic and research questions. The scope and the rationale of your research 

question. Originality as a prerequisite of a good research question. 

Topic 2. Different approaches to academic research: Russian and Western academic traditions. 

Empirical research. Experimental and nonexperimental studies. Casual-comparative study as a specific 

type of nonexperimental study. Other types of nonexperimental research: survey, case study, field 
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research, correlational research, etc. Quantitative vs. qualitative research. Deductive and inductive 

approach. 

Topic 3. The role of theory in research. How to write a good literature review. The rules of citing 

literature. Plagiarism. 

Topic 4. Sampling. Biased and unbiased sampling. Types of sampling: simple, random and systematic 

sampling, stratified random sampling. Other methods of sampling: cluster, snowball, multistage 

sampling. Sample size. Measurement: its reliability and validity. 

Topic 5. Planning and designing qualitative research: interviews. Structured, semi-structured and 

unstructured interviews. Designing and piloting the interview guide. 

Topic 6. Planning and designing qualitative research: case studies. The case study: a research method or 

a research type? Its definition, some classifications, advantages and disadvantages. 

Topic 7. Qualitative analytic methods suitable for beginners. Foundational method: thematic analysis 

(TA), its strengths and weaknesses; interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA). 

Topic 8. Discourse analysis (DA). Various approaches to DA. 

Topic 9. Analyzing qualitative data. Familiarisation and data coding. Two main approaches to coding in 

qualitative analysis: selective and complete coding. Data-derived and researcher-derived codes. 

Topic 10. Designing quantitative research. Understanding the basics of statistics. Scales of measurement 

and statistical tests. Understanding probability. The mean and standard deviation. 

Topic 11. Analytic frameworks and methods of contemporary linguistics: semantic analysis; 

comparative analysis; language description and linguistic typology. 

Topic 12. Analytic frameworks and methods of contemporary linguistics: Corpus-based and corpus-

driven analyses of language variation and use. Corpus linguistics. 

 Distribution of the workload 

 Topic Total Hours Seminars Self-Study Hours 

1. Introduction to the course, 

course layout. The structure 

of projects, research design 

template; research 

hypotheses, purposes and 

questions. 

10 2 8 

2. Different approaches to 

academic research: Russian 

vs. Western traditions. 

Empirical research. 

Experimental and 

10 2 8 
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nonexperimental studies.  

Quantitative vs. qualitative 

research.  

3. The role of theory in 

research: Literature review. 

Making references. 

Plagiarism.  

10 2 8 

4. Sampling. Biased and 

unbiased sampling. Types of 

sampling: simple, random 

and systematic sampling; 

cluster sampling. 

Measurement: its reliability 

and validity. 

12 2 10 

5. Planning and designing 

qualitative research: 

interviews. 

12 2 10 

6. Planning and designing 

qualitative research: case 

studies. 

12 2 10 

7. Qualitative analytic 

methods: Thematic analysis; 

interpretative 

phenomenological analysis. 

12 2 10 

8. Discourse analysis 12 2 10 

9. Analyzing qualitative data. 

Familiarisation and data 

coding. Selective and 

complete coding. 

24 4 18 

10. Designing quantitative 

research. Understanding the 

basics of statistics.  

24 4 20 

11. Analytic frameworks and 

methods of contemporary 

linguistics: semantic 

analysis; comparative 

analysis; language 

description and linguistic 

typology. 

10 2 8 

12. Analytic frameworks and 

methods of contemporary 

linguistics: Corpus-based 

and corpus-driven analyses 

12 2 10 
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of language variation and 

use. Corpus linguistics. 

13. Group project  30  30 

14. Presentations of projects 2 2  

Total 190 30 160 

 

5. Reading List 

a) Required 

Abbott, M.L., & McKinney, J. (2012). Understanding and applying research design. Retrieved from 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Leavy, P. (Ed.). (2014). Oxford handbook of qualitative research. Retrieved from 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Martin, W.E., & Bridgmon, K.D. (2012). Quantitative and statistical research methods: From 

hypothesis to results. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Taylor, S.J., Bogdan, R., & DeVault, M. (2015). Introduction to qualitative research methods: A 

guidebook and resource. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

b) Optional 

Brewerton, P.M., & Millward, L. (2001). Organizational research methods: A guide for students and 

researchers. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Gillham, B. (2000). Case study research methods. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Hayes, A.F. (2005). Statistical methods for communication science. Retrieved from 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Hua, Z. (Ed.). (2016). Research methods in intercultural communication: A practical guide. Retrieved 

from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Mackey, A., Mackey, A., Gass, S.M., & Gass, S.M. (2005). Second language research: Methodology 

and design. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Rugg, G., & Petre, M. (2006). Gentle guide to research methods. Retrieved from 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Scott, D., & Usher, R. (2011). Researching education: Data, methods and theory in educational 

enquiry. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

Willis, J.W., & Edwards, C. (Eds.). (2014). Action research: Models, methods, and examples. 

Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com 

6. Grading System 

https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
https://mail2.hse.ru/owa/redir.aspx?C=rWY1fGjJ8w9i4E4vz5AnOP3Q5dZ0WCOjUwutktZBavy8FutW-TnXCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2febookcentral.proquest.com
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The course includes the following types of knowledge assessment (control components): 

    1. Presentation (10%) - each student in a pair with another student should prepare and give a 

presentation on one of the topics suggested by the teacher. 

    2. Written response/Test (number – 4; weight – 10% each) 

    3. Group project (20%) - students work in groups to plan, conduct, analyse and present a research 

project. 

    4. Exam  (30%) 

The final mark is calculated according to the formula: 

Оfinal = 0,1 ·Оpres + 0,2 ·Оproj + 0,1 ·Оtest1 + 0,1 ·Оtest2+ 0,1 ·Оtest3+ 0,1 ·Оtest4 + 0,3 

·Оexam 

There are no blocking components. The non-blocking component that is subject to retaking is the 

exam. Tests/ written responses can be retaken only if a valid excuse such a sick list is present. Project 

work is not subject to retaking as it is a long-term project encompassing the whole semester. 

Presentations are not subject to retaking as they are delivered and discussed in class and otherwise lose 

their value. All grades are transformed to a 10-grade system.  

A student may be released from sitting the exam on two conditions: 

1) If the arithmetic mean of all grades collected by a student during the course before the exam 

amounts to grade 8 or higher.  

2) AND This student actively works in class, which is manifested in the following: 

- the student is present at at least 70 % of classes; 

- the student completes home assignments and demonstrates it in class; 

- the student actively participates in pair, group and whole-class discussions; 

- the student initiates to respond and extends on others’ answers. 

This decision whether a student will be freed from the exam or not is at the discretion of the course 

instructor. 

Sample tasks: 

1. Sample topic for a presentation: 

 Different approaches to academic research: Russian vs. Western traditions 

           2. sample test question: 

Explain the difference between experimental/non-experimental/quasi-experimental studies. Give 

examples of each type. 

3. Sample topic for a group project: 
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Choose the topic of research that is close to your academic interests (intercultural 

communication/translation studies/ methodology of language teaching, etc.), e.g. Study of the 

correlation between vocabulary range and language proficiency.  

Criteria for presentation assessment 

Points 
Content coverage and task 

achievement 
Presentation form and the use of English 

  5 

The student fully satisfies all the 

requirements of the task; clearly 

presents a detailed analysis of the topic. 

Ideas are supported by remarkable 

examples and evidence 

The topic is presented in a logical and 

memorable manner, a set time limit is 

observed; the presenter has a full eye-

contact with the audience; uses a wide 

variety of lexical and grammar resources, 

speaks fluently, follows the style of 

academic presentation.  

 

  4 

The student satisfies the requirements 

of the task; presents a clear overview of 

main ideas, but the answer could be 

more fully extended and more details 

given 

The topic is presented in a logical manner; a 

set time limit is mainly observed; the 

presenter uses lexical and grammar 

resources sufficient for the task; may make 

some language errors that do not impede 

communication; there may be some 

inconsistencies with academic presentation 

style.  

 

  3 

The student generally satisfies the 

requirements of the task; presents bullet 

points but details may be irrelevant, 

inappropriate or inaccurate; the answer 

may be not reasoned enough.  

 

Generally the topic is presented in a logical 

manner but visual layout is formal and does 

not attract attention of the audience; a set 

time limit is not fully observed; the 

presenter does not have a full eye-contact 

with the audience, often consults the written 

text; may make noticeable errors in the use 

of English, errors may cause some strain for 

the audience. 

 

  2 

The student does not satisfy all the 

requirements of the task; only some 

aspects are covered, some important 

ideas are missing.  

 

  There may be logical inconsistencies, the 

visual layout is inappropriate, a set time 

limit is not observed; the presenter keeps 

limited eye-contact with the audience, 

constantly consults the written text, uses 

limited vocabulary and a limited range of 

grammar structures; does not adhere to 

academic style.  
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  1 

The student  fails to address the task, 

which may have been completely 

misunderstood; presents irrelevant 

ideas 

 

The presenter has no eye contact with the 

audience, reads the text of the presentation. 

Criteria for written response /test assessment 

Exellent (5 points): the student clearly presents a fully developed and detailed response.  

Good (4 points): the student generally addresses the task and presents key points but does not cover all 

key features and/or some details may be irrelevant, inappropriate or inaccurate. 

Satisfactory (3 points): the student attempts to address the task but presents limited ideas which may 

be irrelevant or inaccurate. 

Poor (2 points): the student barely addresses the task; the answer is unclear. 

Poor (1 point): the student fails to address the task; the answer is not related to the task. 

7. Examination Type 

 

The examination is taken in the written form and takes 80 minutes. It includes 2 questions related to the 

topics studied within the course. 

 

Sample exam question: 

 

Read the passage about a research project and answer the questions: 

1.  What type of approach does it represent? Prove your point of view. 

2. What methods could be used in such research? How can data be collected? 

Criteria for written exam assessment  

5 points 4 points 3 points 2 points 1 point 

The student fully 

satisfies all the 

requirements of 

the task; clearly 

presents a fully 

developed and 

detailed response;  

 

The student 

satisfies the 

requirements of the 

task; presents a 

clear overview of 

main trends, 

differences or 

stages, highlights 

key features but 

the answer could 

be more fully 

The student 

generally satisfies 

the requirements of 

the task; presents 

bullet points but 

details may be 

irrelevant, 

inappropriate or 

inaccurate; the 

answer may be not 

reasoned enough.  

The student does 

not satisfy all the 

requirements of 

the task; only 

some aspects are 

covered (the 

answer contains 

30-50% of 

required 

information). 

There may be 

The student  

fails to address 

the task, which 

may have been 

completely 

misunderstood;  

presents limited 

ideas which 

may be largely 

irrelevant ((the 

answer contains 
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extended and more 

details given. 

 

 logical 

inconsistencies  

 

less than 30% 

of required 

information). 

 

 

8. Methods of Instruction 

The course is offered in the combination of contact hours with the course instructor 

(seminars/workshops) and self – study (individual and group research followed by public presentation 

of its results in class). It includes detailed theoretical discussions on the basis of resources from the 

reading list, analysis of real life research projects in order to study and evaluate methodology used. The 

course is skills-based, i.e. encourages students to apply particular techniques and learn from experience. 

At the seminars and workshops much time is devoted to the development of discussion and presentation 

skills.  

 

 

 


