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1. Course Description 

 

a) Pre-requisites 

 

          This course does not require any prerequisites.  

 

b) Abstract 

 

Terrorism has arguably been one of the defining factors of our age. It frequently makes 

headlines, threatening or attacking governments, private business and ordinary citizens. 

And in many parts of the world, it has been one of the most important threats to peace, 

security and stability. But what does this exactly mean? What is the nature of this threat? 

Who or what is threatened, how, by whom and why? What can be done about it or how 

can we at least limit the impact of terrorism and make sure that terrorists do not make 

headlines and manage to scare us? These are just a handful of questions that will be 

addressed in this course that consists of three parts. First it focuses on the essence of 

terrorism as an instrument to achieve certain goals, in addition to an exploration of this 

phenomenon and the difficulties in defining it. The second part provides an overview of 

the state of the art in (counter) terrorism studies. Since ‘9/11’ terrorism studies have 

grown exponentially, reflecting the rise in perceived threats. But what has academia 

come up with? What theories, assumptions and conventional wisdom has it produced that 

could be of help in understanding terrorism and dealing with it? The most interesting 

results are examined and compared with empirical evidence with the aim to either stress 

their importance or to debunk them as myths. The final part looks into the implications 

and possibilities for policy making. The course ends with a module specifically designed 

to address one of today's most topical issue: the foreign fighter phenomenon. 

 

 

2. Learning Objectives 

 

To give a student basic knowledge about the modern counterterrorism strategies. 

 

3. Learning Outcomes 



 

The student should know what is terrorism in the modern world, types of terrorism, 

what counterterrorist practices exist and how they are implemented practically.  

 

4. Course Plan 

 

The course will consist of 1 introduction lecture and on-line part based on the 

further Coursera resource: https://www.coursera.org/learn/terrorism  

 

5. Reading List 

 

Mariya Y. Omelicheva. Counterterrorism: the State of Scholarship, Directions for Future 

Data Collection and Analysis. Perspectives on Terrorism 

Vol. 1, No. 2 (2007) (5 pages) 

 

Jason Rineheart. Counterterrorism and Counterinsurgency. Perspectives on Terrorism 

Vol. 4, No. 5 (November 2010), pp. 31-47 (17 pages) 
 

6. Grading System 

 

Grading and Assignments:  Your grade will be based on: 

Midterm test: 50% 

Final exam: 50% 

7. Examination Type 

 

Writing test based on the content of the on-line course 
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