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1. Course Description 

 

a) Pre-requisites 

 

In order to master the discipline, students have to: 

 have achieved the intermediate level of the English language (B1+ / IELTS 5-

6 / Int); 

 be able to use (the) foreign language as a tool to obtain information from 

foreign sources for educational and self-development purposes; 

 be able to use major skills of cognitive and research activity; 

 be able to use ICT means for educational purposes. 

 

b) Abstract 

 

Critical reasoning skills are a key success factor for students. They must be able 

to think logically and form arguments. This course, designed with incoming 

college freshmen in mind but open to anyone, provides an essential grounding in 

critical reasoning skills. Faculty from multiple disciplines at the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill offer guidance on applying critical thinking skills 

in the context of specific disciplines. By developing these skills, students will 

learn more, enjoy their courses more, and experience greater academic success.  
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This course will help you understand what critical thinking skills are and why 

they're so important. You will also learn how critical thinking skills vary across 

disciplines, as well as see them applied across several fields, including, 

chemistry, history, psychology, law, English, and American Studies. You will 

develop your own critical thinking skills by working through scenarios or 

problems posed by scholars across these fields, and you will better understand 

how your college courses will differ from your earlier education. 

 

2. Learning Objectives 

 

The principal objective of the course is: 

The course aims to develop students’ expertise in the sphere of professional 

communication in EFL (CEFR C1 and higher) as well as to foster the reasoning 

and argumentation skills required for their future occupation, research work, post-

graduate studies etc.  

Specifically, students are taught to think critically applying their background 

knowledge more effectively. 

Additionally, critical thinking develops through scenarios or cases to be resolved 

or debated. 

 

3. Learning Outcomes 

 

The first and foremost aim of the discipline is acquiring universal professional 

competences mentioned in HSE Educational Standards of Linguistics field of 

studies, namely: 

Linguistic competence (knowledge of lexical units and grammar rules); 

Socio-linguistic competence (skill and ability to employ and interpret language 

forms in accordance with the context/situation); 

Discursive competence (ability to understand and logically organize certain 

phrases in order to perform sensible communication); 

Strategic competence (ability to employ non-verbal means of communication to 

compensate lack of knowledge, that web users and visitors may have); 

Sociocultural competence (awareness of sociocultural context of web world); 

Social competence (desire and readiness to creating meaningful and proper 

contents in terms of cooperation and ability to help). 

 

 

4. Course Plan 

 

Welcome 

This module provides an overview of the course. The first video 
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explains the history of this course: While it was originally going to be 

geared toward incoming UNC students, we realized these skills are 

valuable to everyone, which is why we are offering it as a MOOC. The 

second video provides an overview of how the course is structured and 

why it was created. 

 

Think Like a Chemist. 

Critical thinking and chemistry from Thomas Freeman. 

 Describe the basic properties and changes of matter and energy 

 Demonstrate how understanding chemistry has real-world applications 

 

 

Think Like a Historian 

Critical thinking and history from Kathleen DuVal. 

 Distinguish between studying history at the college level from earlier 

education 

 Interpret history from different perspectives by studying a letter written 

by Christopher Columbus 

 

 

Think Like a Psychologist 

Critical thinking and psychology from Kurt Gray. 

 Identify the concept of mind perception 

 Examine the relationship between mind perception and morality 

 

 

Think Like a Law Professor 

Critical thinking and the law from Donald Hornstein. 

 Explain the underlying tension between individual autonomy and 

collective values 

 Examine this tension by studying two sets of cases: one about 

autonomy vs. laws of consent; the other about property rights vs. public 

needs 

 

 

Think Like a Literature Professor 

Critical thinking and literature from Heidi Kim. 

 Define the literary arts of close reading and interpretation 

 Apply close reading and interpretation to fictional and non-fictional 

texts 

 Examine the impact that close reading and interpretation have on each 

other when both are performed on a text 
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Think Like an American Studies Scholar 

Critical thinking and American Studies from Sharon P. Holland. 

 Examine two unrelated sporting events that occurred almost two 

hundred years apart 

 Explain how these two events raise similar questions about animals, 

athletes, race, and slavery 

 Apply the concept of interdisciplinarity to better understand these two 

events 

 Explain how these two events raise similar questions about animals, 

athletes, race, and slavery 

 

 

Course Conclusion 

 

 

 

5. Reading List 

 

Coursera [electronic resourse]. – Access: https://ru.coursera.org/learn/critical-

reasoning, free. 

 

 

6. Grading System and examination Type 

 

The overall grade formula consists of the following components: 

Written notes (main points) of the videos and online tests included into the course 

(25%)  

An essay (one of the topics, chosen from the course) (25%) 

Exam grade (50%). 

Therefore, the overall score formula is the following: 

Go = Gnotes*0,25+ Gessay*0,25+Gexam*0,5 

For rounding the grades there used the following way. Figures 5, 6, 7, 7, 9 are to be 

rounded upwards to the whole number, for instance 2,5 becomes 3, and vice versa. 

Figures 4, 3, 2, 1 are rounded downwards, for example, 2,4 becomes 2. 

The course does not presuppose blocking elements. 

Exam is the only element subject to retaking. 

https://ru.coursera.org/learn/critical-reasoning
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7. Examination Type 

 

The exam grade consists of a grade for a written test. The test includes multiple-

choice questions. 

For rounding the grades there used the following way. Figures 5, 6, 7, 7, 9 are to be 

rounded upwards to the whole number, for instance 2,5 becomes 3, and vice versa. 

Figures 4, 3, 2, 1 are rounded downwards, for example, 2,4 becomes 2. 

The course does not presuppose blocking elements. 

Exam is the only element subject to retaking. 

 

8. Methods of Instruction 

 

The methods of instruction in the course include on-line lectures and 

individualized instruction.   

 

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required) 

 

Standard technical equipment (PC + CPr) and requirements, including Wi-Fi 

access. 

 


