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I. ЦЕЛЬ, РЕЗУЛЬТАТЫ ОСВОЕНИЯ ДИСЦИПЛИНЫ И ПРЕРЕКВИЗИТЫ 

 

This course will introduce you to some of the main areas of research in contemporary philoso-

phy. Each module a different philosopher will talk you through some of the most important ques-

tions and issues in their area of expertise. We’ll begin by trying to understand what philosophy is 

– what are its characteristic aims and methods, and how does it differ from other subjects? Then 

we’ll spend the rest of the course gaining an introductory overview of several different areas of 

philosophy. Topics you’ll learn about will include: Epistemology, where we’ll consider what our 

knowledge of the world and ourselves consists in, and how we come to have it; Philosophy of 

science, where we’ll investigate foundational conceptual issues in scientific research and prac-

tice; Philosophy of Mind, where we’ll ask questions about what it means for something to have a 

mind, and how minds should be understood and explained; Political Philosophy, where we'll in-

vestigate whether we have an obligation to obey the law; Moral Philosophy, where we’ll attempt 

to understand the nature of our moral judgements and reactions – whether they aim at some ob-

jective moral truth, or are mere personal or cultural preferences, and; Metaphysics, where we’ll 

think through some fundamental conceptual questions about free will and the nature of reality. 

The development of this MOOC has been led by the University of Edinburgh's Eidyn research 

centre. To accompany 'Introduction to Philosophy', we are pleased to announce a tie-in book 

from Routledge entitled 'Philosophy for Everyone'. This course companion to the 'Introduction to 

Philosophy' course was written by the Edinburgh Philosophy team expressly with the needs of 

MOOC students in mind. 'Philosophy for Everyone' contains clear and user-friendly chapters, 

chapter summaries, glossary, study questions, suggestions for further reading and guides to 

online resources. Please click "Start Here" and navigate to the "Optional Reading" page for more 

information. 

 

II. СОДЕРЖАНИЕ УЧЕБНОЙ ДИСЦИПЛИНЫ 

 

НЕДЕЛЯ 1 What is Philosophy? 

We’ll start the course by thinking about what Philosophy actually is: what makes it different 

from other subjects? What are its distinctive aims and methods?  

НЕДЕЛЯ 2 Morality: Objective, Relative or Emotive? 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/philosophy


We all live with some sense of what is good or bad, some feelings about which ways of conduct-

ing ourselves are better or worse. But what is the status of 

these moral beliefs, senses, or feelings?.  

What is Knowledge? And Do We Have Any? 

We know a lot of things – or, at least, we think we do. Epistemology is the branch of philosophy 

that studies knowledge; what it is, and the ways we can 

come to have it. In this module, we’ll take a tour through some of the issues that arise in this 

branch of philosophy.     

НЕДЕЛЯ 3 Do We Have an Obligation to Obey the Law? 

The laws of a state govern what we can and cannot do within that state. But do we have an obli-

gation to obey those laws? In this module, we'll discuss this 

question, together with some of the main positions that philosophers have developed in response 

to it.   

Should You Believe What You Hear? 

Much of what we think about the world we believe on the basis of what other people say. But is 

this trust in other people's testimony justified? In this module, we’ll 

investigate how this question was addressed by two great philosophers of the Scottish Enlight-

enment, David Hume (1711 - 1776) and Thomas Reid.   

НЕДЕЛЯ 4 Minds, Brains and Computers 

If you’re reading this, then you’ve got a mind. But what is a mind, and what does it take to have 

one? Should we understand minds as sets of dispositions to 

behave in certain ways, as patterns of neural activation, or as akin to programmes that are run on 

the computational hardware of our brains? 

Are Scientific Theories True? 

In this module we will explore a central and ongoing debate in contemporary philosophy of sci-

ence: whether or not scientific theories are true. Or better, whether a scientific theory needs to be 

'true' to be good at all. The answer to this question comes in two main varieties.  

НЕДЕЛЯ 5 Do We Have Free Will and Does It Matter? 

We typically feel that the actions that we make are the result of our own free choices. But what if 

those actions are simply the end result of a long chain of cause and effect? What does this mean 

for free will? In this module, we'll look at the concept of determinism. 

Time Travel and Philosophy 

In this module we'll think about some issues in metaphysics, a branch of philosophy that investi-

gates the ways that reality could intelligibly be. Our case  study will be the possibility, or ther-

wise, of time-travel.  

 

 



III. ОЦЕНИВАНИЕ 

 

Порядок формирования оценок по дисциплине 

 
Оценка за итоговый контроль выставляется по 10-балльной шкале.  

Оценивание проводится в форме собеседования после предъявления студентом результатов тести-

рования. 

 
Оценка 

в ведомости 

Результат изучения курса  

10 Total = 100% 

9 90% =< Total < 100% 

8 80% =< Total < 90% 

7 70% =< Total < 80% 

6 60% =< Total < 70% 

5 55% =< Total < 60% 

4  50% =< Total < 55% 

3 Total < 50 %  

0 Не представлено подтверждение результатов изучения  курса 

 

V. РЕСУРСЫ 

   

Доступ к дисциплине -  https://www.coursera.org/learn/philosophy 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/philosophy

