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Diplomacy and Negotiations 
 

Course Syllabus 
 
 

Pre-requisites: 

There are no prerequisites for this course. However, a rigorous work during the course is 

required. Students who attend all classes, participate in discussions, solve home 

assignments, and complete the course projects would very likely pass the course with a 

good grade.  

 

Abstract:  

This course explores how modern diplomacy and negotiation can effectively address 

seemingly “intractable” international conflicts and overcome barriers to agreement in 

civil wars, interstate conflicts, and in trade and finance. Each section of the course looks 

at a small number of abstract theoretical arguments or discussions, and a handful of more 

concrete applications of those theoretical ideas to specific historical episodes. 

 

 

The course is blended and based on the following Coursera on-line course: 
https://www.coursera.org/learn/global-diplomacy? 

 

 

Aims and Objectives:  

1. Develop the ability to demonstrate a critical understanding of the nature and 

development of global diplomacy, drawing on a variety of relevant contributing 

disciplines in the broad field of International Studies.  

2. An understanding of changes in diplomatic practices and procedures and the 

relationship of those changes to contemporary politics. 

 3. A sound grounding in both theoretical and empirical approaches to debates in 

diplomacy so that students have been exposed to the and skills needed to analyse 

global diplomacy.  

4. knowledge of issues in global diplomacy in historical and contemporary 

contexts. 

 

Learning Outcomes:  

The course consists of the two educational elements, which define the outcomes. 

Theoretical part focuses on understanding, assessment, and application of various 

theoretical lenses for explaining bargaining strategies, processes and outcomes. It 

includes such fields as evolution of the institution of diplomatic norms and practices, the 

nature of bargaining “power” in international politics, basic game theoretic and rational 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/global-diplomacy?


choice accounts of negotiation, theory of conflict and conflict diplomacy. The second. 

practical part includes foreign policy analysis practices, case studies and simulation 

games which allow students to advance and use their negotiation skills. 

 

Grading System 

Grading formula consist of: 

1. Seminars (30%) 

2. Quizzes (30%) 

3. Final Exam (40%) 

Quizzes are short tests aimed to verify how the material was learned and understood. 

Each quiz may (but not necessarily) contain three types of questions: a) material from the 

lecture; b) material from the previous seminar; c) the least frequently answered questions 

from the previous quizzes. Normally quiz consists of 10-15 short questions. The final 

grade for this part is the average for all
1
 quizzes.   

Sample question for a quiz: 

What is the difference between multilateral and bilateral diplomacy?  

 

Methods of Instruction: 

Each week of the course contains one online-lecture (https://www.coursera.org/learn/global-

diplomacy?) and one seminar devoted to a particular topic of the course content. 

 

Examination Type: 

The final exam will be held in the form of essay (500-1000 words). 

 

Sample topics of the essay: 

 Success and Failure in Diplomacy: Cases of Crisis-Management in the Modern 

International Politics 

 

 Classical vs. Modern Diplomacy: The Qualities of a 'Good' Diplomat. Discuss 

 

                                                 
1
 Seminar attendance is required to have a grade for quiz. Medical certificate or another document mentioned 

in the first section is the only excuse to skip the quiz. In other cases, the skipped quiz is estimated at zero 

which is included in the average score. 

https://www.coursera.org/learn/global-diplomacy?
https://www.coursera.org/learn/global-diplomacy?


 

Course Content 

 

Week 1: Introduction and Overview 

 

Week 2: Negotiations in World Politics 

 

Week 3: Diplomacy as a part of Foreign Policy 

 

Week 4: Multilateral Negotiations and International Organizations 

 

Week 5: Crisis Management 

 

Week 6: Commercial Negotiations 

 

Week 7: Mechanisms and Institutions 

 

Week 8: Negotiation Skills 

 
 
 

Course Readings 

All readings sent via email by the tutor or the assistants are required for a productive 

seminar, which is necessary to pass the academic discipline. 

 

Essential Readings: 

H. Kissinger. Diplomacy.  

H. Kissinger. Reflections on American Diplomacy. Foreign Affairs. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/1956-10-01/reflections-american-

diplomacy  

H. Nicolson. Diplomacy Then and Now. Foreign Affairs. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1961-10-01/diplomacy-then-and-now  

 

 

 

 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/1956-10-01/reflections-american-diplomacy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/1956-10-01/reflections-american-diplomacy
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1961-10-01/diplomacy-then-and-now


Optional 

 
J. Suri, ‘ How do We Talk to One Another? The Future of Diplomacy’, Global Brief 

Magazine (Spring/Summer 2011), 14-8. < http://jeremisuri.net/doc/2009/03/Diplomacy-

Global-Brief- article-31-May-2011.pdf 

H. Kissinger. Force and Diplomacy in the Nuclear Age. Foreign Affairs. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/1956-04-01/force-and-diplomacy-nuclear-age  

 

J. Kleiner, 'The Inertia of Diplomacy', Diplomacy & Statecraft, Vol. 19, No. 2, (June 2008), 321 

-349 http://www.informaworld.com/10.1080/09592290802096380 

B. Urquhart, ‘Are Diplomats Necessary?’, New York Review of Books, 11 October 2007 < 

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2007/oct/11/are-diplomats- 

necessary/?pagination=false 

 

 

Special Equipment 

 

No special equipment is necessary for this course 
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