SLS680 Tasks, Activities and Learning Environments

Session II: July 6 - Aug 13, 2010, 
Instructor: Dongping Zheng, Assistant Professor, zhengd@hawaii.edu

      Department of Second Language Studies 

This course addresses new understandings of learning as they apply to second language instruction, namely "embodied learning", "ecological psychology" and "dialogical approaches to instruction". The course content will have two main parts: one strand being current literature in educational psychology, communication and cognition, eastern and western philosophies, the other being literature and class projects related to designing second language learning or general learning tasks, activities and learning environments. At the end of the course students will be equipped with cutting-edge understandings of theory and practice and able to put them into practice by way of designing and implementing practical class activities and learning tasks suitable for in-person as well as on-line learning environments. 
1. Course goals

This course will be organized in seminar format and will allow for social participation and individual development. We will read altogether 10-15 critical articles that I believe can shape our new understandings of the distributed, dialogical and ecological approaches to language. Course participants are encouraged to bring in their own readings and experiences to make meanings of these new approaches and create new concepts and designs for 2nd language studies. Special guests will be joining the course in an undefined format. I hope we can truly take advantage of the online social networking environment, http://dl-sls.ning.com/ and learn from each other.  

2. Course Format

During 6 weeks of course work, we will work on the course goals synchronously and asynchronously. 

Synchronous meetings

We will meet on Skype once a week to discuss readings, report and share design progress as a class. Design progress will be reported as a group. Group members will need to coordinate among themselves to report and share your progress. 

Successful group projects are usually from members who are attentive, responsible and caring for others’ contributions. Groups can use “Ning Group” to work on their project. It maybe necessary to meet face-to-face or on Skype to make collaborative learning approachable. It is up to the group members to coordinate your group meetings though.

Skype meeting time: Every Friday for 3 hours. I will send out a doodle event to coordinate the time

Asynchronous Discussions and Reflections

We will use Ning Forums for discussions and questions. By the sprint of distributed cognition, each week’s topic(s) will be led by a student. See Course Schedule to sign up for your leadership.  We will deal with such logistics during the first skype meeting. 

3. Individual or Group Defined Project

The project could be in flexible forms of 2 tracks:

1) a curricular unit in both classroom and computer-assisted learning settings, 

2) a concept paper or a thesis or dissertation proposal. 

The goal of the project is to contextualize our understanding of the new approaches to cognition and language, which will provide an opportunity to critically evaluate what is important for learning, teaching, design and humanity. 
4. Readings and Activities 
Week 1: The Ecology and Semiotics of Language Learning

Readings:
Required for SLS and COE students :
van Lier, L. (2004). The ecology and semiotics of language learning: A sociocultural 

perspective. Norwell, MA: Kluwer Academic Publishers.
Chapter 4: Emergence and Affordance

Chapter 6: Language Learning Pathways

Young, M. F., Barab, S., & Garrett, S. (2000). Agent as detector: An ecological psychology perspective on learning by perceiving-acting systems. In D. H. Jonassen & S. M. Land (Eds.), Theoretical foundations of learning environments (pp. 147-169). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.
Required for students of other majors:
Hay, K. E. & Barab, S. A. (2001). Constructivism in practice: A comparison and 
contrast of Apprenticeship and Constructionist. The Journal of the Learning 
Sciences, 10(3), 281-322.

Young, M. F., Barab, S., & Garrett, S. (2000). Agent as detector: An ecological psychology perspective on learning by perceiving-acting systems. In D. H. Jonassen & S. M. Land (Eds.), Theoretical foundations of learning environments (pp. 147-169). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.
Activities:

· Ning: Introduction: self, teaching experience, interest, and expectations from the class. 

· Skype: 

· Brief voice introduction on skype (dongping skype: Minnie_cimsu). Please add Dongping to your Skype.

· Orientation to Ning Social Network

· General discussion of week 1 readings

· Group projects and group members

· Assignment: a proposal for the course project. I strongly encourage you to work on week 2’s reading before writing the proposal. The proposal should be an outline of what you intend to do and detailed work plans, which are supported by the first week’s reading.  One to two pages are sufficient.
Week 2: Ecological Psychology and language

Readings:

Reed, E. S. (1996). Encountering the world: Toward an ecological psychology. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Chapter 7, the Effort After Value and Meaning


Chapter 9, Becoming a person (optional)


Chapter 11, Entering the Linguistic Environment

Hodges, B. H. (2007b). Good prospects: Ecological and social perspectives on conforming, creating, and caring in conversation. Language Sciences, 29, 584–604.
Activities: 

· Forum posting

· Project proposal due

· Skype discussion on readings and group projects

· Assignment 

· Track 1: prototype of first two activities 

· Track 2: Writing of introduction section

Week 3: Distributed Cognition and Language

Readings: 

Required: 

Hutchins, E. (1995). Cognition in the wild. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

Chapter 7, Learning in Context


Chapter 9, Cultural Cognition

Optional: The following 2 articles are challenging in first glance, but I encourage you to skim them as they are one of most influential scholars in Distributed Language

Cowley, S (2009). Distributed language and dynamics. Pragmatics & Cognition, 
17(3) 495-507.

Kravchenko, A. (2007). Essential properties of language, or why language is not a code. Language Sciences, 29, 650-671.

Activities: 

· Forum posting

· Project proposal due

· Skype discussion on readings and group projects

· Assignment

· Track 1: design of activates 2-5

· Track 2: Writing of literature review


Week 4: Dialogical Approach 

Readings:

Linell, P. (2009). Rethinking language, mind, and world dialogically: Interactional and contextual theories of human sense-making. Information Age Publishing, INC. Charlotte, NC.
Chapter 4: Situations and Situation-Transcending Practices

Chapter 5: Dialogue and the Other

Chapter 13: Rethinking Language in Dynamic Terms

Activities: 
· Forum posting

· Skype discussion on readings and group projects

· Assignment

· Track 1: Design of activates 6-10

· Track 2: Writing of body of new concepts or methods

Week 5: Applications to (Second) Language Learning, Problem Solving, design of Learning Environments

Medina, R., Suthers, D., & Vatrapu, R. (2009). Inscriptions becoming representations. In C. O’Malley, P. Reimann, D. Suthers & A.
Dimitracopoulou (Eds.), Computer Supported Collaborative Learning 2009. Rhodes, Greece.

van Lier, L. (2004). The ecology and semiotics of language learning: A sociocultural 

perspective. Norwell, MA: Kluwer Academic Publishers.
Chapter 5: The Self and Language Learning

Young, M. F. (2004). An ecological psychology of instructional design: Learning and thinking by perceiving-acting systems. In D. H. Jonassen (Ed.), Handbook of Research for Educational Communications and Technology (pp.169-177). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Association.

Activities: 
· Forum posting

· Skype discussion on readings and group projects

· Assignment

· Track 1: Design of activates 11-15

· Track 2: Writing of conclusions and discussion

Week 6: Wrap up with design work among group members and revising papers
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