Accent or not?
Language attitudes towards regional
variation in British Sign Language

0630p ctatby K. Rowley n K. Cormier (2021)

ApTem bonko

HNY BLUS, ®uKIJI

HYT “Mcuxo- u coumonnHrBucTUYECKmne
nccnefoBaHus aA3blka rnyxux” 2025



[peablaywme nccnenoBaHms

B 3ByyaLlmx A3blKax:

NccnepoBaHnA Npo OTHOLLEHME K
A3bIKY YaCTO UCCNeayoT OTHOLIEeHNe
K aKkL,eHTaMm, NpucyLmnm
HecTaHAapTHbIM BapunaHTam (Giles
and Raki¢ 2014; Milroy 2001)

Tak>ke BapMaTUBHOCTb, CTUJIb pPeyl,
AnanekTbl, Manble A3bikK (Baker
1992)

B >xecToBbIX A3blKax:

OTHOLWeHue K Ucnosnb3oBaHuio XXA
Hexkxenn 34 (Krausneker 2015)

MHoOroe N3BeCTHO 0 BapMaTUBHOCTHU
Ha Nekcuyeckom ypoBHe (Stamp
2016; Stamp et al. 2014, 2016;
Sutton-Spence and Woll 1999)

[MloYTU HEeT nccnepoBaHUn
OTHOLUEHMUS K BapnaHTam



OTHOLWeHune K X4

HeratuBHoe oTHOWeEHMe Kak cnbiwalumnx (Ward Trotter 1989), Tak 1 rnyxux
(Kannapell 1989; Ladd 2003)

[M103MTMBHOE OTHOLLUEHME FNYXMX B HepgaBHUX uccnepoBaHuax (Hill 2012; Supalla
and Clark 2014; De Meulder 2018; Stamp et al. 2014)

e [IpM3HaHMe cTaTyca A3blKa, B TOM YMcsie Ha opuumanibHOM YPOBHE
e BuaumocTb B Meamna
e YBennyeHue yucna cnbiwallmx, nayvarowmx XKq




OTHOLLUEeHue K BapuaHTam

OTHOCUTENbHO XXeCTOBbIX A3bIKOB UccnegoBaHU Mano

Baer et al. (1996) — oTHOLWeEHME K pernoHasnbHbIM BapMaHTaM B aMCJieHe

Eichmann (2009) — oTHoOLLEHME K nAaee cTaHaapTU3aumm HemewLkoro X4




BapmnatnBHOCTb B b)XKA

Jlekcnyecknin ypoBeHb: LiBETa, Yncna, TonoHnmbl (Quinn 2010; Stamp et al. 2016;
Sutton-Spence et al. 1990)

B3anmonoHumaHue noebicunock (Jordan and Battison 1987; Kyle and Allsop
1982 vs. Woll et al. 1991; Elton 2010):

[lporpammbl Ha TeneBUaeHUN
NHTepHeT
JOCTYNHOCTb NnyTeLlecTBUHA
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BapuatnBHoCTb B bXXA

Ha tore ncnonb3aytoT 60onblie maycuHra (Proctor 2016)

Ha ceBepe yvalle npuberatoT K aaktunto (Brown and Cormier 2017; Sutton-Spence
et al. 1990)

Monogble HOCUTENN MEHEee CKTOHHbI K UCMOJIb30BaHNUIO pernoHanvMsmoB (Stamp
et al. 2014, 2015)

[leTn N3 rnyxux cemMen Ncnonb3yoT 60Mblle PErMOHANU3MOB U NyYllie UX
BbIiBNAOT (Stamp et al. 2014; Stamp 2016)




Bonpochbl

(1) Do deaf people in your area use signs that are
different from the signs used in other parts of the
UK? Give specific examples (e.g. colours, numbers
etc.).

(2) Do you have trouble understanding deaf people
from other places in the UK? If so, which areas?

(3) Aside from different signs, are there other
differences in how people from other areas use sign
language? (e.g. fingerspelling, mouthing etc.)?

(4) If you moved to a different part of the UK, do you
think it is important to use the signs in that area, or
would you carry on using your own signs?

(5) Do you think that everyone should use the same
signs across all of the UK? Why/why not?



Belfast Birmingham Bristol Glasgow London Manchester Total

Age group

16-40

41-64

65+

Gender

Male

Female

Family background
Deaf

Hearing

Teaching experience
Yes

No

Unknown

Total participants in
each region

44
50
27

61
60

53
68

53
44
24
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AHann3 aaHHbIX

(1) O3HaKOMEeHME C AaHHbIMU (4) CoBMelLleHME TEM
(2) MepBble 3aMeTKM U KoAbl AN TeM (5) Mownck 1 npoBepka Tem
(3) Mowuck Tem (6) AHanus Tem
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... | agree with what he just said.

... wouldn't like everyone to sign the same, no.
... The differences are interesting.

... Like in Scotland.
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Pe3ynbTtaThbl

Signers were aware of the extensive lexical variation in BSL and seemed to be
fascinated by this, as indicated by looks of animation whilst discussing different
regional variants with their conversational partner.




Pe3ynbTtaThbl

The signer shown in [the figure] is aware of the older traditional Manchester signs for
numbers but perhaps not of the recent levelling (at the time of writing this form is
not yet attested in the BSL Corpus, even amongst older signers in Manchester)




Pe3ynbTtaTtbl — OTHOLLEHUE

OTHOLLEHME K BapUaTUBHOCTU B OCHOBHOM MOJIOXUTESIbHOE
| like all the variations across different areas, it is interesting

When you meet someone, it is like a guessing game

As for myself, | follow my signs which come from Manchester as that is where |
come from with pride

If signs were standardised, | feel deaf culture would not be there

They should show respect for teaching our signs here



Pe3ynbTtaTbl — MayCUHI

Hocutenu:
- BapMaTUBHOCTb eCTb MeXay HOCUTeNnsaAMu He3aBUCUMO OT PErMOHOB

- Ha ceBepe MayCUHIa MeHblle, 4EM Ha Kore

CooTHocuTcs ¢ Proctor (2016)

Pasnuuusa cooTBETCTBYHOT ANANIEKTHbIM Pas3nnMunsaM aHrnnnckoro (Hanp. bath)

People who don't move their mouth much are strong BSL users



Pe3yn bTaTbl — AaKTWUJ1b

Hocutenu:
- Ha ceBepe AHrnum u B LUoTnanaun gakTunb UCNonb3yroT Yaule: | think they
fingerspell more in the North and in Scotland

YacTtuyHo cooTHocuTcs ¢ Brown and Cormier (2017)




Pe3yn bTaTbl — LWWUKOJI-J1IEKTbI

How you sign depends on where you went to school
As for the regions, mostly it depends on which school was attended
Different signs come from different schools

[nyxue BOCMPUHMMAIOT COBPEMEHHYIO 06pa3oBaTeNbHYO NOANTUKY, FMaBHbIM
06pa3oM BCE b60Jiee YacToe obpasoBaHMe B 06LLMX LIKOMaX, Kak yrposy bXXA B
O6LEM M PErMoHanbHOM BapmaTMBHOCTU BXXHA B YacTHOCTM:

deaf children in mainstream schools ‘would sign with speech
and their own made up signs’




Pe3yanaTb| — B3aNMMOINMOHUMaHWE

B 0CHOBHOM MH(MOpPMaHTbI coobuianu, 4To NpobaemM ¢ B3aMMONOHUMaHMEM HET.
Ecnn BO3HUKAET HE3HAKOMBbIN XECT, 0 HEM MOXHO NPOCTO CNPOCUTb

YnomMmunHanocob, Yto B Oﬂpe,ﬂ,eﬂéHHbIX pernoHax ryxmx TpyaHee noHnMaTb

Onopa Ha MaycuHr: Sometimes you need mouthings to make things clear, in context




Pe3ynbraTtbl — akkoMogaums

MHbOopMaHTbI yTBEpXAanu, YTo OHM aganTUPYHOT CBOKO peyb B APYrnx pernoHax
M CYMTAIOT 3TO BaXKHbIM — YaCTMYHO coOoTHOCUTCA ¢ (Stamp et al. 2016)

There’s no trying to fit in, without thinking, it just comes naturally

In a deaf club in Scotland, you can't just sign, they will not get what you're saying, you
have to change your signs to fit in

A hearing person would not change
their accent

You can't just bring Wolverhampton
signs and not let go of them




Pe3ynbtatbl — cTaTyc b)XXA

BapnaTMBHOCTb AJ11 MHOTUX HOCUTENEN BaXKHbI paKTop B Npu3HaHMM 3a BXXA
TAKOro Xe cTaTyca A3blKa KaK y aHIIMIACKOro

..demonstrates how rich and complex BSL is as a language

Well, if sign language were to be standardised, hearing people should have to speak
the same

HekoTopbiX NpuBneKaeT ngea cosgaHua ctaHgaptHoro bBX4

..like speaking the Queen’s English for the news, without an accent

English is taught in a uniform way



BapuatuBHOCTb B)XKA 1 akLeHTbl aHITMNUCKOro

B 3ByvaLmx A3blkax — counopoHEeTNYEeCKOEe BapbMpoOBaHUeE
B B)XXA n npounx »xecToBbiX — IeKCUYECKOoe BapbupoBaHue

HecMoTpsa Ha 310, HocuTenu bBXXA cuntaroT permoHannsmbl aKBUBAIEHTOM
aKLEeHTOB B @HIIMNCKOM

HocuTtenun cuntaroT, YTO BapnaTUBHOCTb — 3TO KPYTO. HMKaKon BapuaHT He
cTurmatusnpyetcs. MccnepgoBaTtenn CBA3bIBAKOT 3TO C OTCYTCTBUEM
CTaHOapTHOro BapuaHTa bXX4.




Y HocuTenen BXXH Bbicoka
MeTaJ/IMHrBUCTU4Yeckasi 0CO3HaHHOCTb.
[lpencTtaBneHne o X pogHOM A3bike BO
MHOIOM COOTBETCTBYET peasibHbIM
9KCNnepuMeHTaNnbHO NOJIyYEeHHbIM AaHHbIM,

B bl BOA bl OAlHaKO eCTb U OTKJIOHEHUA

OTHoOLLEeHMe K BapnatuBHOCTU B bXKH
NpPenMyLLEeCcTBEHHO NOJNIOXNTENbHOe. 3Ta
yepTa paccMaTpuBaEeTCAa KaK BaXXHbIN
NnokKasaTeNnb cTaTyca A3blKa.




