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Relevance of the Research Topic

The issue of national food security is particularly sensitive for China due to the specific
trajectory of its development. Historically, periods of famine have posed a significant threat to
political stability. As a result, self-reliance has become the cornerstone of China’s national food
security strategy. This principle has also shaped its foreign policy. For many years, the primary
form of interaction with other countries consisted of technical and emergency humanitarian
assistance aimed at strengthening friendly relations. This was used as a political tool and was not
considered in the context of strengthening national food security, given China’s pursuit of
autonomy in this area.

As China’s engagement in global governance expanded, it became increasingly involved
in the international food security agenda. However, this area is distinctive compared to other
thematic domains, where increased activity is a result of growing national power. In the realm of
food security, China’s growing openness has instead been driven by internal scarcities, primarily
land and water resources. It also sets China apart from the United Kingdom and the United States,
net exporters of major food commodities, who dominated global food regimes under the Versailles
and Yalta-Potsdam systems of international relations, respectively. The evolution of China’s food
policy is of particular interest, as it holds potential to transform the existing system.

The years 2007-2008 marked a global food crisis that exacerbated food insecurity in
developing countries. This crisis spurred reform efforts within the existing mechanisms of global
governance. However, the limited effectiveness of these efforts created an opening for emerging
powers to promote their own approaches. China has a long-standing history of providing external
assistance, including emergency food aid. Moreover, China positions itself as a Global South
country that has achieved a sustained reduction in hunger and secured basic food security at the
national level that makes its experience particularly relevant for developing countries.

Beijing’s course toward strengthening ties with developing countries is further reflected in
the development of corresponding regional cooperation mechanisms. In this context, cooperation
with Southeast Asia and Africa appears most illustrative. These regions host the most long-
standing multilateral cooperation mechanisms with China. The positive experience of ASEAN-
centered formats in the 1990s laid the groundwork for the expansion of China’s multilateral
engagement with other regions. The Forum on China—Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) has become
a model for China+X cooperation, and its institutional design has since been replicated in similar
frameworks in the Middle East, Latin America, and Central and Eastern Europe.

This study is devoted to analysing the mechanisms of institutional restructuring within the
global governance system amidst a shifting balance of power. These processes are examined

through the lens of China’s strategy of engagement in multilateral food security mechanisms.
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Accordingly, the study contributes to the academic debate on the nature of China’s rise by
analysing it through the prism of institutional agency within a specific thematic domain of global
governance.

Literature Review

The scientific literature has extensively explored the transformation of China’s foreign
policy and its growing role in the international system. Research on China’s multilateral diplomacy

L

began to take shape in the 2000s as part of a broader debate about China’s “rise”’. Among the
earliest works is the essay collection China Joins the World: Progress and Prospects, edited by E.
Economy and M. Oksenberg, which raised questions about Beijing’s strategy and its integration
into the existing international system?. The latter issue received mixed assessments from scholars,
exemplified by Wang Huning’s seminal article on the limits of China’s socialization®. Further
contributions to this topic were made by J. Ikenberry*, A. Johnston’, A. Kent®, M. Lanteigne’,
G. Chan®, and others. While differing in their evaluations of Beijing’s cooperativeness within
various regimes, these scholars nevertheless concluded that China had a vested interest in
participating in the existing system.

Among Russian studies from this period, special mention should be made of the 2001
monograph China in World Politics, which offers a comprehensive analysis of the geopolitical and

geoeconomic implications of China’s “rise””

. The volume was prepared by an international team
of scholars. The Russian contributors included V.Y. Belokrenitsky, A.D. Voskresensky, Y.M.
Galenovich, S.O. Golodinkina, V.A. Korsun, S.G. Luzyanin, O.L. Ostroukhov, A.I. Salitsky, I.D.

Sanachev, A.A. Sveshnikov, E.I. Safronova, E.D. Stepanov, and A.V. Torkunov. The issue of

! Debates on China’s “rise” gained momentum in the post-Cold War period, when the rapid growth of its overall
power became a source of concern and theoretical interest among Western scholars. Although the term itself had been
used earlier (at least since the 1940s), one of the most emblematic works is W. Overholt’s 1993 monograph “The Rise
of China: How Economic Reform Is Creating a New Superpower”. Zhang X., Buzan B. Debating China’s Peaceful
Rise // The Chinese Journal of International Politics. 2010. Vol. 3, No 4. P.447.
2 China Joins the World: Progress and Prospects / Ed. by Elizabeth Economy, Michel Oksenberg. N.Y.: Council on
Foreign Relations Press, 1999. 359 p.
3 Wang H. Multilateralism in Chinese Foreign Policy: The Limits of Socialization // Asian Survey. 2000. Vol. 40, No
3. P.475-491.
4 Ikenberry J.G. The Rise of China: Power, Institutions, and the Western Order // China's Ascent: Power, Security,
and the Future of International Politics. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008. P.89—114; Ikenberry J.G. The Rise of
China and the Future of the West: Can the Liberal System Survive // Foreign Affairs. 2008. Vol. 87, No 1. P.23-37.
5 Johnston A.L, Evans P. China's Engagement with Multilateral Security Institutions // Engaging China: The
Management of an Emerging Power. N.Y.: Routledge, 1999. P.241-278; Johnston A.L. Is China a Status Quo
Power? // International Security. 2003. Vol. 27, No 4. P.5-56; Johnston A.l. Social States: China in International
Institutions, 1980-2000. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008. 280 p.
6 Kent A. China, the United Nations, and Human Rights: The Limits of Compliance. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1999. 336 p.; Kent A. China's International Socialization: The Role of International
Organizations // Global Governance. 2002. Vol. 8, No 3. P.343-364; Kent A. Beyond Compliance: China,
International Organizations, and Global Security. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2007. 360 p.
7 Lanteigne M. China and International Institutions: Alternate Paths to Global Power. N.Y.: Routledge, 2005. 230 p.
8 Chan G. China's Compliance in Global Affairs: Trade, Arms Control, Environmental Protection, Human Rights.
Singapore: World Scientific, 2006. 249 p.
° Kuraii B MupoBoit mosmruke. M: MITUMO (Yausepeuret); POCCIIOH, 2001. 528 c.
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Chinese leadership was also addressed in the works of A.D. Voskresensky'®, A.N. Karneev'!, V.B.
Kashin'?, S.G. Luzyanin, M.V. Mamonov'3, V.Y. Portyakov'#, among others.

The 2007-2008 global financial crisis, which marked the decline of West-centric
approaches to global governance, spurred scholarly interest in China’s role within the current
world order. During this period, notable works by B. Buzan!®, M. Jacques'®, E. Luttwak!’,
and D. Shambaugh'® emerged, offering divergent assessments of China’s future as a rising power.
The most alarmist views, positing that China’s “rise” threatens a U.S.—China confrontation, were
articulated in the works of G. Allison ' and J. Mearsheimer ?°. An opposite perspective,
emphasizing the peaceful nature of China’s ascent, is detailed in the works of Yan Xuetong?'.
Overall, this issue remains highly contentious among scholars. Against the backdrop of polarized
opinions, attempts have been made to synthesize and contrast arguments from different schools of
International Relations Theory??, though none has achieved mainstream dominance.

Within this debate, scholars have also delved deeper into specific aspects of Chinese
foreign policy. Two key areas stand out: first, studies on China’s cooperation with multilateral
mechanisms, and second, analyses of the evolution of Chinese foreign policy concepts, including
its approach to global governance.

Under the first category, most research focuses on China’s engagement with “new”
multilateral mechanisms such as the G20 and BRICS and its creation of independent formats,
particularly new development banks. This reflects scholars’ primary interest in China’s role in the
global economic order. Beijing’s policy toward these institutions is seen as a tool to elevate its

status within the international system. Major studies include the monograph edited

19 Bockpecenckuii A.Jl. Kuraii B KOHTEKCTE III06anbLHOTO JuaepcTBa // MesxayHapoanble npoueccesl. 2004, T. 2, Ne 2.
C.21-33.
! Kapnees A.H. Kuraii Bpemen muposoro kpusuca // Homarus. 2009. Ne 3. C.143-156.
12 Kamnn B.B. Briiitu u3 Tenn: Kurtail B moMckax HOBOH BHEIIHEH MOJUTHKY // Poccus B IIo6GalbHOI IONUTHKE.
2012.T. 10, Ne 2. C.109-118.
13 Nyssuun C.I'., Mamonos M.B. Kuraii B I100anbHBIX U PETMOHANBHBIX H3MEPEHHAX: PECYPCHl M MapUIPYTHI
«BO3BBIIICHIS // KuTaii B MEpOBOIt 1 pernoHanmbHO# momutrke. 2011. Nel6. C.5-29.
14 TMoprskos B.4. Bosseimenue Kuras: uto aansie? / Poccus B riobasibHoit nonutuke. 2014, Ne 3. C.132-141.
15 Buzan B. China in International Society: Is ‘Peaceful Rise’ Possible? // Chinese Journal of International Politics.
2010. Vol. 3, No 1. P.5-36.
16 Jacques M. When China Rules the World: The End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order.
L.: Penguin Books, 2012. 848 p.
17 Luttwak E. The Rise of China vs. the Logic of Strategy. Cambridge: Belknap Press, 2012. 320 p.
18 Shambaugh D. China Goes Global: The Partial Power. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. 409 p.
19 Graham A. The Thucydides Trap: Are the U.S. and China Headed for War? // The Atlantic. 2015. September 24.
URL: https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/united-states-china-war-thucydides-trap/406756/
(accessed 03.07.2022).
20 Mearsheimer J.J. China's Unpeaceful Rise / Current History. 2006. Vol. 105, No 690. P.160—162.
2l See Yan X. Leadership and the Rise of Great Powers. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2019.
280 p.
22 See China's Rise and Rethinking International Relations Theory / Ed. by Chengxin Pan, Emilian Kavalski. Bristol:
Bristol University Press, 2022. 266 p.
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by E. Helleiner and J. Kirshner?*, as well as works by Ren Xiao**, Wang Huning?’, M. Stephen
and D. Skidmore?®, and others.

In Russian academic research, there is a predominant focus on China's participation in
BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), primarily due to the emphasis on
Russian-Chinese cooperation. This is evident in the works of I.E. Denisov and I.A. Safranchuk?’,
Y.V. Leksyutina?®, S.G. Luzianin?’, and A.V. Lukin’. However, several scholars also explore

31 examines China's

China's interactions with other mechanisms. For instance, M.V. Larionova
engagement with the G20, S.V. Mikhnevich*? focuses on its involvement with UN institutions,
and A.O. Vinogradov??, P.M. Mozias**, and N.N. Kotlyarov** analyze China's relations with the
WTO. Notably, the study by E.N. Grachikov and Xu Haiyan presents a periodization of China's
interactions with multilateral mechanisms>¢.

In response to the emergence of new cooperation formats between China and various

regions in the 2000s, there has been a growing interest in comparative analyses and the

23 The Great Wall of Money: Power and Politics in China's International Monetary Relations / Ed. by Eric Helleiner,
Jonathan Kirshner. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2014. 288 p.
2 Ren X. A Reform-Minded Status Quo Power? China, the G20, and Reform of the International Financial
System // China's Contingencies and Globalization. L.: Routledge, 2017. P.39-59.
2> Wang H. New Multilateral Development Banks: Opportunities and Challenges for Global Governance // Global
Policy. 2017. Vol. 8, No 1. P.113-118; Wang H. The New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank: China's Ambiguous Approach to Global Financial Governance // Development and Change. 2019. Vol. 50,
No 1. P.221-244.
26 Stephen M.D., Skidmore D. The AIIB in the Liberal International Order // The Chinese Journal of International
Politics. 2019. Vol. 12, No 1. P.61-91.
27 NlenmcoB W.E., Cappamayk U.A. Yersipe mpobmemsl IIIOC B cBeTe BOIpoca O PacIIMPEHHH OpTaHM3amud //
Bectauxk MI'MMMO VYrusepcurera. 2016. T. 48, Ne 3. C.112—-122.
28 Jlekcrotuna $1.B. Kutaii B BPUKC: motusanus yuactus / MupoBast SKOHOMHUKA ¥ MEKILYHAPOIHBIE OTHONIEHHS.
2014. Ne 4. C.81-89; Jlekctoruna S.B. Kurait 8 BPUKC: nepssiii cpenu paBHbix // [Ipodaemsr [Jansaero Bocroka.
2016. Ne 5. C.11-20.
2 Jlyszauun C.I'. IIOC, xuratickuii npoekt «lllenkoBoro mytu» u EBpasuiickuii 5JKOHOMUYIECKAN COKO3: BAPUAHTEI
B3aumoieiicteust/conpsbkennst B EBpasum // Kuraii B MupoBOoWl W pernoHanbHON nonutuke. Hcropus wu
coBpeMeHHOCTb. 2016. T. 21, Ne 21. C.78-84; Jly3ssuun C.I'., Kinumenko A.®. CorpyaauuectBo Poccun u Kuras B
OC mo peanuzanyu KOHIENIMHA bombimoro eBpasmiickoro maptHepcTBa // Kutait B MUPOBOW M permoHaIbHON
nosutuke. Mcropust u coBpemenHocts. 2019. T. 24, Ne 24. C.98—-113.
30 lykua A.B. KoHconmmanus He3amaJHOTO MHpa Ha (OHE yKpamHCKOro kpusmca: Poccus m Kuraii, IIIOC u
BPUKC // Mexnaynaponnas xu3Hb. 2015. Ne 2. C.71-91; Lukin A., Fan X. What is BRICS for China? // Strategic
Analysis. 2019. Vol. 43, No 6. P.620-631.
31 Tapuonosa M.B., Konmap O.M. Xanwxoyckuii koHceHCyC: Hacneaue 1t Kuras, « 'pynmsl 1saanati» U Mupa //
BecTHUK MeXTyHapOIHBIX OpraHU3aIwii: 00pa3oBaHue, HayKa, HOBas 3koHOMuKA. 2017. T. 12, Ne 3. C.53-72.
32 Muxnesna C.B. Corpyaandecteo Kutas ¢ MHOTOCTOPOHHUMM HHCTHTYTAMH MEXKIYHAPOIHOTO COTPYIHHYECTBA
o ipobsieMaThKe pa3BuTHs (Ha mpumepe B3aumoaencTeus ¢ uactutytramu OOH) // CpaBuuTenbHas monutuka. 2020.
T. 11, Ne 4. C.148-159.
33 Bunorpamoe A.O., 3axnenenxo A.I0., Capponosa E.W. CIIA, Kuraii u BTO: nocneactBus amepuKaHo-
KHTaHCKOTO TOProBOr0 KOH(MIMKTA A5t MUPOBOH Toprosin // Kutaii B MUpOBO# M pernoHanbHON noiuTrke. Vicropus
u coBpeMeHHOCTh. 2019. T. 24, Ne 24. C. 187-206.
34 Mosuac T1.M., SIkosnesa B.B. Buemmeroprosas nonuruka Kuras nocne npucoenunenus k BTO // Muposas
9KOHOMHKA U MexAyHapoaHble oTHoweHus. 2009. Ne 12. C.64-68.
35 Kotmsapos H.H. Baxneiimue acniektsl B3aumozeiicteus Kuras ¢ BTO // MupoBoe u HallmoHaIbHOE XO3SHCTBO.
2007. Ne 2. C.15-26.
3% TI'paunmkoB E.H., Croit X. KHP w wMexnynapomnas cucrema: (OpPMHpPOBaHHE COOCTBEHHOM MOJIENH
MHUpOYCTpoiicTBa / BecTHHK MexXayHapoaHbIx opranu3anuid. 2022. T. 17, Ne 1. C.7-24.
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conceptualization of China's regional cooperation frameworks. Particularly noteworthy is the
article by 1. Sohn, which traces the influence of early positive outcomes of regional cooperation
on Beijing's subsequent policies®’. Significant contributions to this topic have been made by
scholars such as C. Chung®®, K. Alden and A. Alves®’, and J. Jakobowski *°. Additionally, the
unique term "whole-of-region diplomacy" (Hi[X #{A& 7 5Z) has gained traction, as reflected in the
works of Hu Dawei*!, He Xiaojing*?, Sun Degang*’, Zhang Chun**, Long Jing*’, and Zhang Hui*.
Researchers emphasize the coexistence of multilateral and bilateral principles in these formats:
they are characterized by the "China + x" model, where China's partner is a region or subregion
treated as a cohesive entity. Thus, the regional dimension of China's multilateral diplomacy is
viewed as a distinct form of international relations.

Within the second line of research, scholars focus on the transformation of China’s foreign
policy in the Xi Jinping era, particularly on the emergence of new foreign policy concepts such as

the building of a “community of shared future for mankind” (A &1z 3 [[4£), “major-country

diplomacy with Chinese characteristics” (91 [EHF €4 K [H #152), and “discourse power” (1 1540),
as well as the Belt and Road Initiative. Researchers emphasize the continuity of China’s policy
while highlighting its innovative elements — most notably, the departure from Deng Xiaoping’s
principle of “keeping a low profile” and a turn toward greater proactiveness in international affairs.
Among the most notable contributions are the volume edited by Tiang Boon Hoo*’ and the

monograph by S. Breslin®®. In the Russian academic literature, this topic is explored by

37 Sohn 1. After Renaissance: China's Multilateral Offensive in the Developing World // European Journal of
International Relations. 2011. Vol. 18, No 1. P.77-101.
38 Chung C. China's Approaches to the Institutionalization of Regional Multilateralism // Journal of Contemporary
China. 2008. Vol. 17, No 57. P.747-764; Chung C. China's Multilateral Co-operation in Asia and the Pacific:
Institutionalizing Beijing's ‘Good Neighbour Policy’. L.: Routledge, 2010. 192 p.
3 Alden C., Alves A.C. China's Regional Forum Diplomacy in the Developing World: Socialisation and the
“Sinosphere” // Journal of Contemporary China. 2017. Vol.26, No 103. P.151-165.
40 Jakobowski J. Chinese-led Regional Multilateralism in Central and Eastern Europe, Africa and Latin America:

16 + 1, FOCAC, and CCF // Journal of Contemporary China. 2018. Vol. 27, No 113. P.659-673.
ERE T E RS EANEET—liek AR E R G AE /) B BRI AT 2015 4. 25 6 M. 5B
75-88 Tl
2 RS, PR A EALEF PP RLRs // EFRRE . 2016 4F. B 5 . 5 61-77 WL
S PMER . VRTINS 2R I SR BRSNS /) E B . 2017 4. 35 2 . %5 22-39 TT; Sun D. China's
Whole-of-Region Diplomacy in the Middle East: Opportunities and Challenges // China Quarterly of International
Strategic Studies. 2019. Vol. 5, No 1. P.49-64; #MEN|, &G : WHIIACH E 8RS 1/ R L5 S5E
VAo 2020 4F. %5 4 3. 3 53-80 i,
MERA . DR R X AR A E AT ) EBR R . 2018 4F. 3 5 M. 28 18-35 UL, Zhang C. China's
Whole-of-Region Diplomacy: Revisited Past Experience and Future Prospects / China Quarterly of International
Strategic Studies. 2019. Vol. 5, No 1. P.15-32.
T hEEREDHX - 2017 4. BB 2 4. 5B 40-60 T
46 B . EP ] o A e v ] X A A AT %%ﬁf‘?f’iAVE—ﬁ?*ﬂlﬁﬂ Eljh ERIZ LA 4R/ E PR E .
2017 5. H2 M. % 61-77 T,
47 Chinese Foreign Policy Under Xi / Ed. by Hoo Tiang Boon. L.: Routledge, 2018. 224 p.
“8 Breslin S. China Risen? Studying Chinese Global Power. Bristol: Bristol University Press, 2021. 316 p.
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A.V. Vinogradov*’, A.O. Vinogradov®, E.N. Grachikov’!, L.E. Denisov>?, A.V. Lomanov>,
A.V. Lukin®*, A.V. Ostrovsky®>, V.Y. Portyakov>®, E.N. Rumyantsev’’, and others.

Studies on China’s approach to global governance predominantly continue the broader
debate on whether its “rise” is peaceful or confrontational. A central question in this body of
research is how China’s growing role in global governance will affect the current international
order — a concern that shapes the nature of these works. Early English-language studies focused
primarily on the differences between Western and Chinese approaches®®. Initially critical of the
concept for its Western-centric bias>, Chinese scholars have since begun to advocate for the
development of their own frameworks®. This shift is intended both to articulate a distinct Chinese
perspective that contrasts with Western universalist approaches and to refute claims that China
seeks to dismantle the existing world order.

Such a comparative approach, however, is not typical of Russian-language scholarship.
These studies more commonly seek to trace the evolution of China’s approach to global

governance from a historical perspective, identifying the drivers behind its increasingly proactive

49 Bunorpanos A.B. XIX cre3n KIIK: Benukuit moxon k Bozpoxaeruro // [Ipodremsr Janprero Boctoka. 2018. Ne 1.
C.67-80.
30 Bunorpagos A.O. HoBbIli THUI OTHONIEHWH M HOBBIM HIENKOBBIA MyTh: K BOIPOCY O BHEIIHEIOJIUTHIECKHX
nuHHOBanuax Kuras // Kuraii B MuUpoBoii u peruoHasibpHoi nosmruke. Vicropus u copemernocts. 2015. T. 20, Ne 20.
C.69-87.
3! 'paunkos E.H. I'eomonuruka Kuras: sroneHTpU3M 1 IPOCTPAHCTBO ceTeil. M.: Pycaiinc, 2015. 234 c.
52 Jlemucor W.E. Bremnss monutuka Kuras npu Cu L[3MHBIMEE: NPEeMCTBEHHOCTs M HOBAaTOPCTBO // KOHTYpHI
rI00aNbHBIX TpaHC(HOPMALMiA: TTONUTHKA, SKOHOMUKa, npaBo. 2017. Ne 5. C.83-98; JlenucoB U.E., Anamona J[.JI.
®opmynsl BHemHel nonmuTuku Cu 1[3uHbIMHA: OCHOBHBIE OCOOGHHOCTH W MpoOJeMbl uHTepnperauun // Kuraii B
MHUpPOBOM U peruoHanbHOM nosutuke. Mcropus u coBpemenHocts. 2017. T. 22, Ne. 22. C.76-90; enucos W.E.
Konnenmust «IucKypCcHUBHOH CHIIB» W TpaHchopMarus Kurtaiickoil BHemHed momutuku npu Cu ll3uHbnmHe //
CpaBuutenbHas nonutuka. 2020. T. 11, Ne 4. C.42-52.
33 JlomanoB A.B. HoBble KOHIIENIIMN KHUTAHCKOW BHEUTHEHW TOIHTUKU // A3HA U Adpuxa ceromgns. 2017. Ne 12.
C.8-18.
3% Jlykun A.B. IlocTOMIONSPHEI MHp: MHUPHOE COCYHIECTBOBAHHE MIH XaoC // MMpOBas SKOHOMHKA U
MexayHapoansle oTHomeHus. 2016. Ne 1. C.17-29; Jlykun A.B. duckyccus o pa3sutun Kutas u nepcrieKTHBBI €To
BHewurHe# nonutuky // Tonuc. I[Monutudeckue nccnenosanus. 2019. Ne 1. C.71-89.
55 Octposckuii A.B. Kutaiickuii mpoekt «xoHoMuYecKHi mosc [1IenKoBOro myTH Kak MyTh K MEKIYHAPOIHOMY
SKOHOMHYECKOMY COTpYIHHUECTBY // A3ns n Adpuka ceromns. 2016. Ne 2. C.8-12.
56 Tloptakos B.Sl. Cranonenue Kuras kak oTBeTCTBEHHOH TioGanbHOU aepxasbl. M.: MJIB PAH, 2013. 240 c.;
Ioprsakos B.fA. Bremmnss monmntuka Kuraiickoit Hapomuoit Pecybnmku B XXI cronernn. M.: UIB PAH, 2015.
280 c.
57 Pymsuues E.H. Buyrpennss u sHemnss nonutuka Cu [[zunsnuna. M.: Cunocdepa, 2016. 589 c.
58 See Wang H., Rosenau J.N. China and Global Governance // Asian Perspective. 2009. Vol. 33, No 3. P.5-39; China,
the European Union and Global Governance. Massachusetts: Edward Elgar, 2012. 352 p.; Conceptual Gaps in China—
EU Relations: Global Governance, Human Rights and Strategic Partnerships / Ed. by Zhongqi Pan. Hampshire:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2012. 246 p.
% See JHBE M. AERIAM: —AMEIGMME / BHERWE. 1999 4. 6 . £ 21-24 T,
0 The most comprehensive overview of Chinese scholars’ perspectives on the concept of global governance is
presented in the monograph edited by Yu Keping. See Chinese Perspectives on Global Governance and China / Ed.
by Yu Keping. Leiden: Brill, 2021. 261 p.
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foreign policy. Notable among them are works by E.N. Grachikov® and Y.V. Leksyutina®?, as
well as a monograph published by the Institute of World Economy and International Relations
(IMEMO RAS)%.

Within the broader research on China’s role in global governance, there is a growing
number of studies focused on specific issue areas, particularly public health®*, climate change®,
and cybersecurity®. Scholars highlight China’s expanding national capabilities across these
domains, which, in turn, lead to a more active promotion of its own concepts and initiatives. At
the same time, China’s foreign policy strategy is generally interpreted as reform-oriented. For
example, Chan Lai-Ha, in her analysis of global health governance, aptly characterizes China’s
strategy as a form of “soft balancing” against the liberal international order®’.

The topic of China’s participation in global food security governance has received
comparatively less attention in academic literature. Of particular note is an article co-authored by
Professor Xu Xiuli of China Agricultural University and two officials from the Center for
International Economic Cooperation of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the PRC,
Yang Yi and Yu Haomiao®. The article attempts to present a comprehensive view of the Chinese
approach by identifying the specific features of its components, namely, the mechanisms of
agricultural cooperation and its main areas (development assistance, scientific and technological

cooperation, and trade and investment).

61 Grachikov E.N. China in Global Governance: Ideology, Theory, and Instrumentation // Russia in Global Affairs.
2020. Vol. 18, No 4. P.132-153.
62 Jlexcrotnra 51.B. Yuactne KHP B TyioGanbHOM yIpaBIEHHH: MCTOPHYECKMA (OH M COBPEMEHHBIN 3Tam //
ITpo6nems! JJanerero Boctoka. 2020. Ne 2. C.6-20.
8 no6ansHoe yrpasnenue: Bo3mMoxkuoctu u pucku / [lox pen. B.I'. Bapanosckoro, H.W. UBanoroii. M.: UMOMO
PAH, 2015. 315 c.
% See Chan L. China Engages Global Health Governance: Responsible Stakeholder or System-Transformer. N.Y.:
Springer, 2011. 294 p.; Cao J. Toward a Health Silk Road: China's Proposal for Global Health Cooperation // China
Quarterly of International Strategic Studies. 2020. Vol. 6, No 1. P.19-35.
65 See Li X. China: From a Marginalized Follower to an Emerging Leader in Climate Politics // The European Union
in International Climate Change Politics. L.: Routledge, 2016. P.254-269; . &, HE 52K G LT
ARE. Eifg: EREARMARGE, 2017 4. 303 U0 BB, R TIERRIGE: o+ HS2ERRGEH
Mo Jbnt: tESREFSCHRH AR, 2020 4. 348 1T,
% See EERM MR R S E TR/ KEEEN . Jbat: P EZFF HAREE, 2017 €. 199 7T; Inkster N.
China's Cyber Power. N.Y.: Routledge, 2017. 156 p.; Cai C. Global Cyber Governance: China's Contribution and
Approach // China Quarterly of International Strategic Studies. 2018. Vol. 4, No 1. P.55-76; Jlerrepes [I.A., Pamuu
M.C., Iluckyno [I.A. Ilogxonsr CHIA n KHP x rimoGampHOMY yHpaBieHHIO KHOEpPIPOCTPAHCTBOM: «HOBas
OMIIOJIAPHOCTBY B «CETEBOM 0011ecTBe» // BecTHUK MexkayHapoaHbIx oprann3anuid. 2021. T. 16, Ne 3. C.7-33.
7 Chan Lai-Ha interprets “soft balancing” drawing on R. Pape’s framework, referring to Beijing’s adherence to
Westphalian principles while promoting multilateral cooperation and invoking the right of developing countries to
choose their own development path. Chan L. China Engages Global Health Governance: Responsible Stakeholder or
System-Transformer. N.Y.: Springer, 2011. P.142—-143.
B THEiRR B W W EEEERAOVIGE P A G /b EAR R 2R (2 B RR) . 2019 5. 58
36 4. #1455 101-110 5.
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Among the few studies that analyze China’s role through the lens of global governance
theory, the works of N. Duggan and T. Naarajirvi ®°, K. Morton”’, and Yu Hongyuan’! stand out.
A brief overview of the global food security governance system and China’s engagement within
it was also provided in the monograph “China’s Contribution to Global Governance,” edited by
Xin Benjian’?. Several authors, including Zhang Hongzhou’?, P. Belesky’*, P. McMichael”®, and
Zhan Shaohua’®, have also raised the question of whether China’s growing role will lead to a
reform of the existing global food regime.

Russian research typically approaches China’s food security issue through the lens of Sino-
Russian cooperation. For example, 1.Y. Zuenko, in a 2024 article, points to growing interest in the
topic since the late 1980s, mainly in relation to the involvement of Chinese farmers in the

t77

development of agriculture in Russia’s Far East’’. China’s domestic agricultural policy has also

been examined separately, with L.D. Boni seen as one of the main experts in this area’s.

China’s engagement in individual regimes that make up the broader food security regime
complex remains understudied. One partial exception is a set of works focused on China’s role in
agricultural trade and its participation in relevant WTO negotiations’®. China’s foreign aid policy

has also attracted academic interest®’, however, the issues of food and agriculture are generally not

% Duggan N., Naarajérvi T. China in Global Food Security Governance // Journal of Contemporary China. 2015.
Vol. 24, No 95. P.943-960.
70 Morton K. Learning by Doing: China's Role in the Global Governance of Food Security // Global Governance and
China: The Dragon's Learning Curve. L.: Routledge, 2017. P.181-201.
TFRES . RAERENEHIGHES T ESS / EHEBUATITT. 2021 4. 55 6 M. 2 83-103 .
72 BRI TR T E DT /A . dba: MURCDMR AR, 2016 4. 343 T,
73 Zhang H. Securing the Rice Bowl: China and Global Food Security. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017. 304 p.
4 Belesky P., Lawrence G. Chinese State Capitalism and Neomercantilism in the Contemporary Food Regime:
Contradictions, Continuity and Change // The Journal of Peasant Studies. 2019. Vol. 46, No 6. P.1119-1141.
7> McMichael P. Does China's ‘Going Out’ Strategy Prefigure a New Food Regime? // The Journal of Peasant Studies.
2020. Vol. 47, No 1. P.116-154.
76 Zhan S. China and Global Food Security. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022. 85 p.
77 3yenko M.IO. IlepcnekTuBbl SKCHOpPTA MPOAYKIMU PAacTeHHEBOACTBA Poccum B KuTail M NpomoBOJILCTBEHHAS
6e3onacHocts KHP // MupoBasi skoHOMHKa 1 MexkayHapoaHble oTHoueHus. 2024. T. 68, Ne 3. C.116.
8 See Bonu JI.JI. Kuraii: Ha myTH K HOBOM MOJIENM PA3BUTHS CEILCKOTO X03sicTBa // Asus u Adpuka ceroaus. 2014,
Ne 11. C.44-49.
7 See Lim C.L., Wang J. China and the Doha development agenda // Journal of World Trade. 2010. Vol. 44, No 6. P.
1309-1331; Liang W. China, developing countries, and the Doha agricultural negotiations // China and global trade
governance: China's first decade in the World Trade Organization. N.Y.: Routledge, 2013. P.211-232; Hopewell K.
US—China conflict in global trade governance: the new politics of agricultural subsidies at the WTO // Review of
International Political Economy. 2019. Vol.26, No 2. P.207-231; Hopewell K. Heroes of the developing world?
Emerging powers in WTO agriculture negotiations and dispute settlement // The Journal of Peasant Studies. 2022.
Vol. 49, No 3. P.561-584; Glauber J.W. China's Accession to the WTO and Its Impact on Global Agricultural Trade //
China and the WTO: A Twenty-Year Assessment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2023. P.132—-159.
80 See Briutigam D. Aid ‘with Chinese Characteristics’: Chinese Foreign Aid and Development Finance Meet the
OECD-DAC Aid Regime // Journal of International Development. 2011. Vol. 23, No 5. P.752-764; (&A1
X AR BB SR B 72(1950-2010) db5T: IR HARFE, 2017 4F. 278 TU1; China's Foreign Aid: 60 Years
in Retrospect / Ed. by Hong Zhou. Singapore: Springer, 2017. 331 p.; Kamuna B.B., Koposes A.C., [IstaukoBa A.C.
Kuraiickas monntika momomy 3apy0eXKHBIM CTpaHaM: OCHOBHBIC IPUHIIMITEI U HampaBieHus // Kutail B MupoBoi n
pernoHansHOM nonutrke. Mcropus u coppemennocts. 2017. T. 22, Ne 22. C.204-218.
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treated as distinct categories and are primarily discussed in the context of cooperation with specific
regions.

The limited number of studies is associated with China's adherence, until relatively recently,
to a strict self-sufficiency strategy, which influenced its limited participation in the global food
regime®!. As China's involvement in economic globalization processes®? grew, the advisability of
linking national food security exclusively to a self-sufficiency strategy began to be questioned,
primarily by Chinese economists. Among the earliest such works were monographs by Professor
Hou Dongmin® of Renmin University of China and a group of economists from Nanjing
Agricultural University led by Professor Zhong Funing®*.

The initiation of the "going global" policy for China's agriculture in 2006 stimulated
increased research interest in the utilization of external agricultural resources. A significant portion
of such works was published with the participation of researchers from research centers affiliated
with state institutions — the State Council®®, the Ministry of Commerce®®, and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the PRC?. Among academic works, the article by researchers
from the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Bai Shi and Liang Shumin®, and the
monograph by researchers from Zhejiang University, Wang Jian and Lu Wencong®®, are
noteworthy. Common to these studies is their focus on the shortcomings of relying solely on
domestic resources and the proposal of various measures for developing China's strategy from
enhancing interdepartmental coordination to improving support measures for Chinese agricultural

companies "going global".

81 As China linked national food security to a broader strategy of self-sufficiency, its initial approach to agricultural
openness involved limited foreign investment and modest export activity aimed mainly at earning foreign currency.
This, in turn, resulted in China’s relatively low participation in the international division of labor in agriculture. See
REJE IR M5B I AL T A 83 B H 5 S A TP IR Mg e AR /) i AR A 2255 . 2000 480 25 12 ). 28
49-55 5l In his study of China's seed industry, Matthew Gaudreau notes that, in pursuit of self-sufficiency, the state
developed an autonomous system detached from the global food regime. Gaudreau M. Constructing China's National
Food Security: Power, Grain Seed Markets, and the Global Political Economy. Waterloo, 2017. P.259-263.
82 This was facilitated by the launch of the “going out” policy and China’s accession to the WTO in 2001.
BBARR. TR R Bdh ERE 2. dbat: hEASEREAH R, 2002 4. 245 T,
SERETT . WEYL RS RETRSE S e, PERE R M. bt hERL R
. 2004 £F. 153 T,
B aknte. RIES SEIMAIT RN SR // K EPTTT. 2009 4. 55 9. %5 50-52 7T,
SOPRATIE. KERE. Eaf. Rl “GEHE” « R WESXE 7 BHERZEESE. 2009 4. 5 2 B 5B
9-12 i,
RIS, REOL % AR /R, 2006 45, 57 WL 5 7-10 0 BT, ¥
= REARN GEHET RIS & AR KRS/ EBRE 5. 2006 . 59 M. 55 13-16 T BREL. RHE
Aol “GEHE” A KEREE 7/ RATE . 2007 4. 55 4. 5 19-22 T BV BRI AL A R )
E F IR 2R B M5 EN R R 2012 4. 538 25100 M5 (TE . SRl
PHEF A S ER e 2 RE. dbnt. PER R, 2013 4. 214 T,
S EA. BROR. IR EHORIES S tpEARME R0 /7 Ak, 2007 4. 55 11 . 55 5-8 TT,
8 EME. RCHE. Wit EEMET SR B ERR A AW BN SREIT AT, BTN WK AR, 2007 4
202 7.
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The transformation of China's approach in 2013 — integration of "moderate imports" into
the national food security strategy — has spurred discussions on the advisability of forming a
comprehensive global agricultural strategy for China. Among the initial works were monographs
by Cheng Guogqiang, then Director-General of the Department of International Cooperation at the
Development Research Center of the State Council of the PRC?°. His ideas were further developed
in collaborative works with Zhang Hongzhou, a research fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of
International Studies, Nanyang Technological University (RSIS NTU). In an RSIS NTU®!
working paper and a chapter of the monograph "China's Global Quest for Resources: Energy, Food,
and Water" 2, they proposed a five-component model of China's global strategy. Notably, Zhang
Hongzhou has made significant contributions to the discourse on China's policy in this area from
a political science perspective. In addition to the aforementioned studies, he has published works

193 and within the framework

on the role of food and agriculture in China's foreign policy in genera
of the Belt and Road Initiative in particular’.

The number of studies focused on international agricultural cooperation has also grown.
These works typically reflect on the results already achieved and assess future prospects, primarily
in the context of the Belt and Road Initiative. A significant portion of this literature comprises
articles published with the participation of researchers from the Foreign Economic Cooperation
Center of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the PRC®. Among other notable

scholars in this area are Xu Xiuli®®, Wang Yongchun, and Wang Xiudong®’. On the eve of China’s

entry into the 14th Five-Year Plan period, a number of studies”® also summarized the interim

O FEE 5. ABRAO NG TR A h ER 2 e E . bRt hER R, 2013 4. 157 0T
FEE 58, HEIPDF—rp ER T 2 ing . bt L5Rl i, 2014 £, 225 7T,
°l Cheng G., Zhang H. China's Global Agricultural Strategy: An Open System to Safeguard the Country's Food
Security. No 282. NTU RSIS, 2014. 19 p. URL: https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/WP282.pdf
(accessed 03.07.2022).
92 Zhang H., Cheng G. China's Food Security Strategy Reform: An Emerging Global Agricultural Policy / China's
Global Quest for Resources: energy, food and water. L.: Routledge, 2016. P.23—41.
9 Zha D., Zhang H. Food in China's International Relations // The Pacific Review. 2013. Vol. 26, No 5. P.455-479;
Zhang H., Li M. Hunting for Food: A New Driver in Chinese Foreign Policy // China's Economic Statecraft: Co-
optation, Cooperation, and Coercion. Singapore: World Scientific, 2017. P.259-292.
% Tortajada C., Zhang H. When food meets BRI: China's Emerging Food Silk Road // Global Food Security. 2021.
Vol. 29. URL: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912421000286 (accessed 03.07.2022).
o5 o [ R b [ bR A ENLE I R R BUIR . 10 R BRI/ M 555 N AR, 2012 4. 55 8 1. 5F 41-44
UGk Hole M EE: L B BIRE I /ARG 2016 4. 58 8 W], B 3-5 UL T
fR. a7 R N IRERM SN SRR T RS SRR T /) T . 2018 . B 2 . 2B
108-112 U(; 5Kk4R. FilEle. L. EAR SN A R ASE 5 AR dii: 1949—2019 // A5t
Ft. 2019 4F. 5 10 1. 5 16-24 7L,
OERIRME . AWM. AR il B BN RE SR SR A R IR R /) AT R R .
2018 . 25 7 3. 55 98-104 T,
TERE EFR. PRI 40 Frph ER T2 e EHra AR KR /A A . 2018 4. 5 11
M. % 70-77 0L,
BEAVK. DT b FE BR A AR A T B K R B ETHE /7 R AT . 2020 F. 5 10 H. 55 103-112
T BB, BB, CFIUH” R EAAMFI: . RS Al KR 2021 4
5513 5 49-56 T
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results of China's policy in this area. Greater participation in global governance is often cited as
an integral part of China’s international agricultural cooperation, although specific directions are
not examined in detail.

Building on the substantial academic foundation in these areas, this dissertation aims to
address a gap in the literature on China’s participation in global governance, which predominantly
focuses on other thematic areas such as public health, climate change, and cybersecurity. Drawing
on the findings of scholars working on China’s “whole-of-region diplomacy,” this study explores
the role of this instrument — rarely considered in global governance research — in shaping
China’s emerging strategy for global food security governance. As case studies, the dissertation
examines cooperation with Southeast Asia and Africa, where China’s pan-regional diplomacy is
most institutionalized. In this context, region-specific scholarship is also reviewed.

The majority of research on China's agricultural cooperation focuses on Africa. Among
Russian scholars, particular attention should be given to the works of D.A. Degterev®, T.L.
Deitch!?, S.V. Livishin'”', A.A. Zabella'®?, E.I. Zelenev and M.A. Soloshcheva'®, who offer a
comprehensive perspective on China’s foreign policy in Africa. Overview of China's agricultural
collaboration with the region is presented in the works of Zhu Yueji'® and Zhou Deyi, Zhai
Yachao'®, and Zhang Shuai'®®. Among the major research centers specializing in this area, the
China-Africa Research Initiative at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS-CARI) ' stands out. Central themes in African studies include Chinese development aid

and cooperation within the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), especially the activities

% Jlerrepe JI.A. Kuraii-AQprka: BaKHbIE aCIEKTHl OTHOIICHHH // MHpOBas SKOHOMHKA M MEXIyHApOIHEIE

orHomernms. 2005. Ne 5. C.84-91; Herreper J.A. Kuraiickas skcraHcus B AQpPUKY: «CBSITO MECTO MYCTO HE

obiBaeT»? // A3ust u Adpuka ceroans. 2005. Ne 2. C.35-41.

100 Teiiu T.JI. Kutaii u Appuka: Bpems nepemen (80-¢ rr.). M.: Hayka, 1992. 183 c.; Jleitu T.JI. Appuka B cTparerun

Kutas. M.: Uncturyt Adpuxu PAH, 2008. 326 c.; [eitu T.JI. Kuraii «3aBoeBbiBac™ Adpuky. M.: UnctutyT Adpuku

PAH, 2013. 381 c.

10! JTugummn JI1.B. Tno6anusanus u kutaiicko-appukanckuii auanor. M.: ®IIBU, 2002. 150 c.

192 3a6enna A.A. Adpuka Bo BHemHBenonmutudeckoM kypce KHP // Bectnuk PYIH. Cepus: Beeobmas ucropust. 2017.

T. 9, Ne 4. C.341-352; 3abemra A.A. Brusane ®@opyma KUTalCKO-aQpUKAHCKOTO COTPYIHHYECCTBA HA Pa3BUTHE

otHomeHn Mexay Kuraem u crpanamu Adpuku // Bectank PYIH. Cepust: Beeobmast uctopust. 2020. T. 12, Ne 1.

C.35-46.

183 3enenen E.U., Comomesa M.A. Kuraiickoe npoHuKHOBEHHME B AQpHKY: CpPaBHHTEILHO-MCTOPUYECKAS

perpocriektBa // CpaBHutenbHast nmomutuka. 2020. T. 11, Ne 4. C.106—122; 3enenes E.U., Conomesa M.A. 20 ner

nonutukn KHP B Adpuxe: n3 npommioro B Oyxymee // A3zust u Appuka ceromus. 2021. Ne 2. C.5-14.

WRAZE motl. FERE. PARREEBGEUHTTT /25 AR, 2015 4F. 55 1. 58 114-118 T,

OSIHRTAR . BN ek, PEARRML AR D LR AL 208 KBkl // EBRSI S . 2019 5. 2R 10 3.

26 1118 T4 HPATAR . BRI . XIEg. 887 (RGO R RS (R RS i /) X o 5Tk

%o 2019 4F, 5510 1. 55 82-85 L.

106 kb, R EX AR R e e E BE. SR/ AR SR 2021 . F 6 M. 5 158

166 71,

197 One of the leading scholars in this field is D. Briutigam, director of the China-Africa Research Initiative. Briutigam

D., Tang X. China's Engagement in African Agriculture: “Down to the Countryside” / The China Quarterly. 2009.

Vol. 199. P.686—-706; Brautigam D. The Dragon's Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa. Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2009. 416 p.; Brautigam D. Chinese Engagement in African Agriculture: Fiction and Fact / Deborah Brautigam.

L.: Routledge, 2012. P.249-281; Brautigam D. Will Africa Feed China? Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015. 248 p.
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of China's Agricultural Technology Demonstration Centers (ATDCs) in Africa. These topics are
thoroughly examined in the monographs of Lu Jiang'®, Li Yuanzheng!®, and a group of
researchers from the China Agricultural University!''!!'!, Notably, a monograph resulting from the
seminar "China-Africa Industrialization and Agricultural Modernization," held at the Council for
Humanities Research in Pretoria, provides valuable insights!'?. Reviews and recommendations on
the development of agricultural cooperation are also extensively presented in articles involving
staff from the Foreign Economic Cooperation Center of China's Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs'!3. In contrast, issues related to trade and investment cooperation are less studied, reflecting
the relatively smaller role of this direction compared to development aid'!*.

Issues of agricultural cooperation between China and the countries of Southeast Asia have
attracted comparatively less scholarly attention. In Russian academic literature, the development
of China’s relations with the region is primarily explored by experts specialising in Southeast Asia.

Notable contributions include the works of E.A. Kanaev!'>, E.V. Koldunova''®, A.S. Korolev!'’,

108 Lu J. Beyond Official Development Assistance: Chinese Development Cooperation and African Agriculture.

Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020. 273 p.
109 ZRIE . MIRBIEIRJEEAE: 21 AR PIRRRBIT T, bat: Bl ckitait, 2021 4. 296
e
110 Researchers from China Agricultural University have made a significant contribution to the discussion on
agricultural cooperation within the FOCAC framework. In addition to the aforementioned monograph, they have also
published a number of articles. See JHNNEZ . 4/ FEURK . H TR AR B2 ) B A A ) e A 5 sk //
B i) 7T . 2014 F. 25 6 #. 2 29-40 T1; Science, Technology, and the Politics of Knowledge: The Case of
China's Agricultural Technology Demonstration Centers in Africa / Xiuli Xu et al. / World Development. 2016. Vol.
81. P.82-91; JHWEE . BN, Z/ha. HHAEGIERIZNELE N IR SRR BT R R 5 HPkaR 1/ PEEAEM .
2020 5. 55 5 1. #5 3-20 UL,
I Chinese Agricultural Technology Aid in Africa / Xiaoyun Li et al. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022. 259 p.
"2 Forum on China—Africa Cooperation: Industrialisation and Agricultural Modernisation / Ed. by Funeka Yazini
April, Garth Shelton, Chris Alden, Biliang Hu. Pretoria: Africa Institute of South Africa, 2018. 339 p.
U3 gk, K. PARRNAERILR, RN /A 2011 4F. 58 8 W], B 32-36 TT; AEFEHI
W E SRR A ERTES SR 7 RO, 2012 4. 55 12 . 55 8-12 T1; Bk, #—F. HARLOE,
ARIRFEH L R BRI / EBRETEE1E. 2016 4. 55 8 M. 49-54 U1, 5KR . &k, FRERIL
PRI H AT RREE AR 1A 7 AT 50 SR W —— DR AR B A RGO el /) E PR dr & 1. 2018 4.
12 8. 2R 48-55 1L,
114 An exception is a number of works focused on agricultural investment. See Sun H.L. Understanding China's
Agricultural Investments in Africa. No 102. SAIIA, 2011. 28 p. URL: https://saiia.org.za/wp-
content/uploads/2011/11/Occasional-Paper-102.pdf (accessed 17.02.2024); Brautigam D., Zhang H. Green Dreams:
Myth and Reality in China's Agricultural Investment in Africa // Third World Quarterly. 2013. Vol. 34,
No 9. P.1676—-1696; Lu J. Chinese Agricultural Investment in Africa: Motives, Actors and Modalities. No 223. SAIIA,
2015. 22 p. URL: https://saiia.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Occasional-Paper-223.pdf (accessed 17.02.2024).
115 Kanaes E.A. ACEAH B nHMIMaTUBE NOSCA U MyTH: HABCTPEUY NpeJceNaTebeTBy Bretnama // 10ro-Bocrounas
Aszns: aktyanbHble poOemsl pazBuths. 2019. Ne 1. C.22-31; Kanaes E.A. Kuraiickoe nenosoe npucyrcrsue B FOro-
Bocrounoit Azun kak ¢dakrop paszsurus Muumnmarussl «Ilosc n ITyte» // IOro-Bocrounas Asus: akTyanbHbIE
npo6uiemsl pa3sutus. 2022. Ne 1. C.30-43.
116 Konmynosa E.B. «/luanorossiec napTHepcTBa» Bo BHemHeid nomutuke ACEAH // MexayHapoHble MPOLECCHI.
2017.T. 15, Ne 3. C.55-66.
17 Kopones A.C. ACEAH-Kuraii: cornmamenue o 3CT // Azus u Appuka cerogus. 2018. Ne 12. C.30-36.
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G.M. Lokshin!'®, D.V. Mosiakov!'?, A.A. Rogozhin and N.G. Rogozhina'?’. Studies focusing
specifically on agricultural cooperation between China and the region tend to concentrate on trade
and economic cooperation, primarily in the context of the ASEAN—China Free Trade Area
(ACFTA) 2!, as well as the ASEAN+3 Emergency Rice Reserve (APTERR) mechanism '?2.
Among the few works offering a comprehensive perspective on China—ASEAN agricultural
cooperation are the articles by Wang Yongchun and Wang Xiudong'?, and by Yao Yuchun and
Li Bin'?*. This topic is also partially addressed in the monograph by Wang Liqin'®>. A broader
analysis of trade and economic cooperation in agriculture is presented in monographs by
researchers from South China Agricultural University'?® and in the article by Zhan Shaohua,
Zhang Hongzhou, and He Dongyin'?’. Several publications involving staff from the Foreign
Economic Cooperation Center of China’s Ministry of Agriculture also reflect the Chinese side’s
interest in expanding agricultural investments'?®,

Thus, regionally focused studies tend to have a practical focus, which results in their narrow
scope — typically concentrating on specific areas and initiatives of China’s international
agricultural cooperation. Building on the contributions of researchers in this field, this study
examines China’s regional agricultural policy in the context of its participation in global food

security governance.

118 Jokmmu ['.M. Kuraii-ACEAH: «ranms! co cimoHom» // Observer. 2008. Ne 9. C.86-97; JlokmmH I'.M.
CotpymumaectBo ACEAH—-Kuraii: kmou k mupy B FOBA // MupoBasi 3KOHOMHKA B MESKIYHAPOIHBIE OTHOIICHHS.
2020. T. 64, Ne 6. C.142-150.
9 Mocsixo [1.B. Tonuruka Kuras B I0ro-Bocrounoit Asum: ot npouwtoro x HacrosmeMy. M.: UB PAH, 2012.
220 c.
120 Poroxkun A.A. Dxonomuueckue otHomenus ctpan ACEAH U Kuras — B3rsn 6e3 uitosuii // 10ro-Bocrounas
Azus: aktyanbpHble npoOnemsl pa3Butua. 2017. Ne 34, C.34-39; Poroxuna H.I'., Poroxxun A.A. DxoHOMHYECKOE
npucyrctBie Kuras B FOro-Bocrounoit A3um — yciioBHe TNpOBEACHHS MOIUTHKH «MATKOH cuibl» // Muposas
HKOHOMHMKA U MEXAyHapoaHbIe oTHoImeHus. 2019. Ne 4. C.40-49.
121 See JiFFY. HEZ . CAFTA W e A oh [ — AR B A7 i 52 5 0——38 — TR // A2 5 i)
A 20145, 55 4 1. 55 58-63 UT; 5K/hF. AR BAGT SE S IS R B A R EE [ . 2017 £, 5
1. 57 58-64 Til.
228ee TRZ. e, BWA. ARE5HHHIOKESHESHUHE BT/ RN, 2021 5. 55 9 3.
5411 0T BUE . RS, X EE SRR T2 e—— “ARESHHERSOOKME” YL/
MR . 20224, 6. B 97-125 U0 i T . RUMRE 2 SRR ELHIA BED T /) KPR
2022 . 55 9 M. 5 48-61 i,
B EKF. EFR. PRSRERVEGERRIIEESRE /| 25 0. 2018 £, 25 12 ], 25 88-95
e
PR Bk £ WE 5% KEEREZE5PE—RERETEE / REET. 2021 4. 5
2 3. 5 38-56 T,
125 Wang L. East Asian Economic Integration: A China—ASEAN Perspective. Reading: Paths International, 2015.
222 p.
RORRLSC, FEMA L G, hE-RERWAE . A SRR, dbat: hERL R, 2019
Ho 176 TL.
127 Zhan S., Zhang H., He D. China's Flexible Overseas Food Strategy: Food Trade and Agricultural Investment
between Southeast Asia and China in 1990-2015 // Globalizations. 2018. Vol. 15, No 5. P.707-721.
2 ER. RESTHEA03RE R SRR /AR . 2016 . 5 11 . 5 56-60 BT, “ai
B ABUCT P E SRR B SRR TS R 2SN /R AL, 2019 4. 5B 6 1. B 12-16 T,
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Research Question

What instruments has China employed within regional mechanisms in the field of food
security between 2007 and 2021, and why?

Research Objective

To identify the specific features of China’s participation in multilateral food security
mechanisms at the regional level.

Research Tasks

— To examine the main theoretical approaches to analysing foreign policy strategies
employed by rising powers to initiate changes in the existing world order;

— To characterise China’s foreign policy strategy in the context of its engagement in
global governance;

— To identify the institutional features of the international food regime;

— To outline the factors shaping China’s foreign policy strategy in the field of food
security;

— To define the main directions and instruments of China’s strategy within the
international food security regime;

— To determine the role of regional cooperation in China’s food security strategy;

— To analyse the main areas of cooperation on food security within multilateral
mechanisms between China and selected regions, using Southeast Asia and Africa as case studies.

Object of Study

China’s strategy for reforming the global governance system.

Subject of Study

The modalities of China’s engagement in multilateral food security mechanisms at the
regional level.

Research Hypothesis

The key instruments China employs within regional mechanisms in the field of food
security include trade liberalisation, the development of transport and logistics infrastructure, and
the construction of production facilities in partner countries. These measures are aimed at
supporting Beijing’s efforts to create a favourable external environment for advancing the
objectives of its national food security strategy, namely, the establishment of alternative agri-food
production and distribution chains.

Chronological Framework

The chronological framework of the study spans the period from 2007 to 2021. The lower
boundary is set at 2007 — a year marked by two global crises: the financial crisis and the food

crisis (2007-2008). These events were pivotal both for the transformation of the global food
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security governance system and for the consolidation of China’s position on the world stage,
signaling the beginning of its more active engagement in shaping the global agenda. The upper
boundary, 2021, corresponds to the COVID-19 pandemic, which once again brought the resilience
of food systems to the forefront. Moreover, following 2021 — amid the pandemic and the outbreak
of the conflict in Ukraine — China transitioned to a new “Self-sufficiency 2.0” strategy. This
marked a shift to a new phase in the development of its global agricultural policy, thereby making
the selected period analytically complete and conceptually coherent for the purposes of this
research.

Theoretical and Methodological Framework

The analysis of the development of the global food security governance system in this study

is based on the concept of regime complexes (K. Raustiala, D. Victor'?’

et al.), which emphasizes
the decentralized and fragmented nature of contemporary international regimes. In this context,
the food regime is conceptualized as a set of interconnected and partially overlapping institutions
primarily the Rome-based UN agencies (FAO, WFP, IFAD) and the WTO.

The analysis of China’s foreign policy strategy as a rising power draws on the power
transition theory (A. Organski, J. Kugler'* et al.) and contemporary approaches to institutional
revisionism (A. Kruck, B. Zangl'}!, M. Stephen!*? et al.). The primary focus is on strategies of
engagement with international institutions ranging from the acceptance of existing rules to
attempts at their reform. China’s cooperation with developing regions are examined through the
lens of the concept of "whole-of-region diplomacy" (Sun Degang'*}, Zhang Chun'**, Long Jing!*®,
et al.). This model implies that Beijing is constructing stable cooperation formats along the lines

of China+X. This level of analysis makes it possible to identify how China employs regional

mechanisms in the field of food security as a complement to global ones.
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Research Methodology

The research is grounded in a systemic approach. To achieve the objectives of the study,
the following methods were employed:

— The method of data synthesis is applied to systematize and interpret information from
various sources including official government documents of the PRC, strategic and programmatic
statements, reports by international organizations (such as FAO, WFP, IFAD, and WTO), as well
as statistical data;

— Critical discourse analysis is used to interpret speeches, interviews, and statements by
official Chinese representatives. It helps to reveal the goals and priorities China communicates in
the field of food security on the international stage, how it frames its own role in global governance,
and which discursive emphases it places when addressing partners from the Global South;

— Comparative analysis 1s employed to contrast China’s behavior across various
institutional formats — both global and regional. This allows for the identification of the specific
features of China’s approach to food security depending on the architecture of each institution, as
well as for tracking how the intensity, direction, and institutional design of its initiatives vary
across different geographic and political contexts.

— Case study analysis — Southeast Asia and Africa were selected as representative
examples. A detailed examination of the functioning of relevant regional cooperation mechanisms
made it possible to trace which areas are prioritised by China and how they align with its global
agricultural strategy and national food security agenda.

The study also employs the historical-comparative and historical-systemic methods, which
made it possible to trace the evolution of China’s food security policy over time.

Empirical Base

The sources used in this study are divided into the following categories: legal sources,
doctrinal documents, reports of specialized UN agencies, speeches and addresses by political
figures, statistical data, and news materials.

The first category includes legal sources: 1) international treaties, action plans, and other
documents containing provisions on international cooperation in the fields of food and agriculture,
and 2) action plans outlining measures to advance cooperation between China and the regions
under consideration within multilateral frameworks.

The second category comprises doctrinal documents defining China’s policy 1) on ensuring
national food security, including resolutions of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China and the State Council, general and sector-specific five-year development plans; 2) on the
development of international agricultural cooperation; and 3) on China’s participation in the global

governance system as a whole.
17



The third category includes documents of specialized UN food agencies (the Rome-based
agencies — FAO, WFP, and IFAD) and the World Trade Organization (WTO).

The fourth category consists of speeches, interviews, and statements by Chinese officials
concerning global governance and international agricultural cooperation. These include, first and
foremost, addresses by Presidents Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao, and Xi Jinping; Premiers of the State
Council Wen Jiabao and Li Keqiang; and Vice Premier Hui Liangyu, who oversaw agricultural
affairs, as well as Ministers of Agriculture Tang Jiaxuan and Han Changfu, and several other
Chinese representatives involved in the implementation of China’s international agricultural
cooperation. Discourse analysis of this group helps to identify the core issues emphasized by
China’s top leadership when addressing both domestic and international audiences in the examined
area.

The fifth category consists of statistical data. Their analysis allows for an assessment of 1)
the state of China’s food security (FAOStat and statistical bulletins of the Ministry of Water
Resources of the PRC); 2) the intensity of its trade and economic engagement with the regions
under consideration (UNCTADStat, statistical bulletins of the Ministry of Commerce and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the PRC); and 3) the volume of assistance it provides
(AidData, OCHA Financial Tracking Service).

The sixth category includes news materials, such as press releases and reports published on
the official websites of: 1) specialized UN food agencies (FAO, WFP, IFAD) and the WTO; 2)
ministries, departments, and institutions of the PRC responsible for developing and implementing
food security and international agricultural cooperation policy (including the Ministry of
Commerce, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the
China International Development Cooperation Agency); 3) regional cooperation mechanisms (the
Belt and Road Initiative, FOCAC, ASEAN, LMC); and 4) major Chinese state media outlets
covering international cooperation (People’s Daily, Xinhua, Economic Daily, Global Times). The
selected materials include both informational content clarifying the context of the events under
study and opinion pieces reflecting the specific features of China’s official rhetoric.

Scientific Novelty of the Study

1. From a theoretical perspective, this dissertation presents a comprehensive
investigation into the mechanisms through which China advances international cooperation in the
field of food security at the regional level. In contrast to existing studies, which focus primarily on
the global or bilateral dimensions, this research systematically analyzes the evolution of
cooperation in this sphere within regional multilateral frameworks (ASEAN+1, ASEAN+3, LMC,
and FOCAC). This allows for a clarification of China’s engagement with the architecture of global
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governance and reveals the role of regional mechanisms as channels for implementing China’s
foreign policy agenda in a specific thematic area — food security.

2. From a practical perspective, the study traces how China institutionalizes
cooperation in the field of food security within the regional mechanisms. It offers a comparative
analysis of the role food-related issues play within these formats, allowing for the identification of
two qualitatively distinct groups: 1) comprehensive partnerships with regions where food security
is prioritized (Africa and Southeast Asia); and 2) pragmatic, primarily economic interactions in
other regions (the Middle East, Central and Eastern Europe, and Latin America and the Caribbean),
where food issues are integrated into China’s foreign economic agenda. The analysis demonstrates
that, regardless of the region, food security has become firmly embedded in China’s foreign policy
strategy. It is institutionalized through the creation of working groups and its inclusion in strategic
documents, highlighting its high significance for China’s cooperation with Global South countries.

3. Unlike previous studies, which predominantly focus on China’s internal resource
constraints — specifically land and water scarcity — as the key explanatory factor for the
development of its global agricultural strategy, this research juxtaposes both internal and external
determinants of strategy formation. This approach enables a more nuanced understanding of the
role internal deficiencies play as the primary driver of China’s strategy, while also uncovering how
the institutional environment characteristics shape the strategy’s external configuration by
encouraging China to develop complementary regional mechanisms.

4. Particular attention is given to the analysis of China’s evolving position within the
key institutions of the food security regime complex — the Rome-based UN agencies and the
WTO. Despite their central role in shaping the institutional environment of global food governance,
the comparative participation of individual states in these organizations remains understudied. This
research addresses that gap by analyzing these formats within a unified analytical framework,
which makes it possible to identify China’s consistent orientation toward cooperation with Global
South countries on food issues, regardless of institutional architecture.

Provisions for the Thesis Defense

1. Unlike previous leading countries within the international food regime, China is an
importer of agricultural products, which underscores the predominant role of internal factors in
shaping its global agricultural strategy. The primary motivation for enhancing international
cooperation in this domain is to alleviate the pressure on limited domestic land and water resources.
This is manifested in China's endeavor to establish a more stable external environment, primarily
by diversifying supply sources and constructing resilient food supply chains.

2. A pivotal moment influencing China's global agricultural strategy was the 2007

food crisis. By this time, China had, on one hand, reached critical thresholds concerning the strain
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on domestic land and water resources, and on the other, had become an active participant in the
international division of labor in agriculture following its accession to the WTO. The old strategy
of strict food self-sufficiency was becoming less effective; however, the crisis also highlighted the
unreliability of relying solely on import supplies. In these circumstances, China faced the task of
balancing internal and external vectors of development. The latter encountered resistance from the
existing system. In the highly concentrated global food market, there are no alternative major
suppliers capable of meeting China's substantial domestic demands. This underscores the necessity
for China's more active participation in global food security governance, essentially creating
conditions to cultivate new supply sources, which conflicts with the interests of dominant
developed countries that are major exporters of essential food commodities. This links China's
global agricultural strategy with its broader agenda of reforming global governance.

3. At the global level, this is reflected in China's strategy of uniting with Global South
countries within key elemental regimes in the realm of food security. In the forums of the Rome-
based UN agencies, China consistently promotes South—South cooperation, establishing itself as
the natural leader of the Global South. Within the WTO framework, China advocates for the
elimination of unfair practices that entrench the dominant position of developed countries in
general and in agricultural trade in particular. This approach enables China to strengthen ties with
Global South countries, positioning itself as the representative of their interests. Nonetheless, this
does not directly address the task of cultivating alternative supply sources. China is unable to
overcome entrenched Western-centric practices, highlighting the importance of developing
cooperation with developing countries within regional formats.

4. "Whole-of-region diplomacy" constitutes a distinct layer of Beijing's global
agricultural strategy. Within all regional mechanisms involving developing countries established
by China up to 2021, the agricultural agenda has been delineated as a separate area of cooperation.
This includes the development of specific strategic documents and the establishment of sectoral
dialogue platforms. Primarily, China relies on multilateral formats to advance trade and investment
contacts, utilizing them as a foundation for forming common principles of cooperation in the
realms of food and agriculture.

5. The intensity of engagements within regional mechanisms varies. Based on this, we
categorize them into two groups. The first includes cooperation formats with Southeast Asia and
Africa, characterized by a high level of political dialogue on food issues. This is due to the strategic
nature of partnerships for China. With Southeast Asia, China is linked by shared food supply
chains, making the region a priority in its goal of ensuring national food security. Africa is China's
key partner in South—South cooperation; thus, assisting Africa in combating hunger serves as a

tool for China to bolster its image as a "great responsible power". The second group comprises
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cooperation formats with the Middle East, Eastern and Central Europe, and Latin America and the
Caribbean. These are characterized by a focus on trade and investment cooperation within China's
"going global" strategy.

6. The differing objectives in cooperation with Southeast Asia and Africa in the realms
of food and agriculture determine the specifics of China's strategy in these directions. In both cases,
China employs measures aimed at supporting the agricultural potential of its partners and
strengthening connectivity in the agro-sector; however, the narratives used and the prioritization
of specific cooperation measures differ. In the first case, China positions itself as a leading trading
partner. In practice, this is accompanied by prioritizing investment cooperation and the
construction of transport and logistics infrastructure, aimed at enhancing the resilience of already
developed trade relations. This directly aligns with China's national food security strategy by
establishing stable food supply chains. In the second case, China acts as a development partner.
The key focus is on supporting the agricultural potential of African countries through development
aid and the exchange of knowledge and technologies. In the short term, Africa may not become an
alternative supply source; however, the measures undertaken can reduce the pressure of its demand
on the global food market, indirectly strengthening China's food security.

7. China's increased activity in both directions occurred in the post-crisis period after
2007. This was facilitated by its overall proactive stance in global governance and a shift in
strategy to ensure national food security by implementing the principle of "utilizing two markets,
two resources." These factors influenced cooperation with both regions but not to the same extent.
In the case of Southeast Asia, the food crisis played a leading role, highlighting the need to create
more resilient food supply chains. In the case of Africa, the financial crisis was pivotal, after which
China's foreign policy developed a course toward promoting global governance reform with a
focus on developing countries. From this perspective, China's international agricultural
cooperation is aimed not only at redistributing the resource-power balance within the food security
regime complex but also forms part of its broader strategy to reform global governance.

Structure and Logic of the Dissertation

The dissertation consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and an appendix.

The first chapter is devoted to the analysis of the theoretical and methodological
foundations for studying China's foreign policy in the context of its rise on the global stage. It
examines the role of institutions in the existing world order and the strategies employed by rising
powers to reform it. Particular attention is paid to the evolution of China’s approach to the reform
of global governance.

The second chapter explores China’s place in the global food security governance system

and the transformation of its global agricultural strategy in response to changes in the external
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environment. It traces the development of the global food governance architecture and the extent
of China's engagement with individual regimes. Special attention is given to the domestic
challenges that have shaped China’s evolving approach. The chapter analyzes China’s gradual
shift away from the rigid concept of food self-sufficiency toward a model of moderate import
dependence, a transition that, while alleviating pressure on domestic resources, has introduced new
vulnerabilities related to external supply reliance.

The third chapter focuses on the regional dimension of China’s global agricultural strategy.
It examines mechanisms of cooperation in the fields of food and agriculture within the framework
of " whole-of-region diplomacy". Particular attention is paid to the development of cooperation in
regional formats with Southeast Asia and Africa.
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