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Structure of the  presentation

• Case 1. Estimates of demographic trends 1927-1939: Russian émigrés 
versus Franck Lorimer. Discovery of Vladimir Rudensky's scientific 
contribution. Vasily Marchenko as a plagiarist.

• Case 2. Jean-Noël Biraben's (1958) fantastic contribution and the 
illusions of accuracy in modelling demographic trends 1927–1958.

• Case 3. Soviet archives are open: mirages in the reconstruction of 
Russia's demographic history (Andreev-Darsky-Kharkova; Blum-
Zakharov-Adamets; Vishnevsky and Co.).



Case 1. Estimates of demographic 
trends 1927-1939: Russian émigrés 
versus Franck Lorimer

The central question is the demographic assessment of the 
consequences of the Great Famine in the 1930s



The most known works published in the period of 
the most restrictive official population statistics

The most known works:
• Lorimer F. (1946). The population of the Soviet Union: History and Prospects. Geneva: League of Nations. –

289p. (https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/knigi/lorimer/lorimer.pdf )

• Prokopovic S.N. (1940). The growth of population in the U.S.S.R.  Quarterly Bulletin of Soviet-Russian 
Economics (Geneva). 1940, № 4, pp. 101-121; Prokopovicz S.N. (1944). Russlands Volkswirtschaft unter
den Sowjets. Verlag: Zurich; New York, N. Y.: Europa – 459p.; Прокопович С.Н. (1952) Народное 
хозяйство СССР. Т. 1. Нью-Йорк. Издательство им. А.П. Чехова (Chekhov Publishing House of the East 
European Fund, Inc. – 398p. (https://vtoraya-literatura.com/pdf/prokopovich_narodnoe_khozyajstvo_sssr_tom1_1952__ocr.pdf ). 

• Martschenko B. (1953). Soviet Population Trends, 1926–1939. New York., 1953. (Research Program on the 
USSR; Mimeographed series; № 35). Published, in Russian. – 41p.; Марченко В.П. (1955). Новые данные 
о населении СССР. Вестник Института по изучению истории и культуры СССР (Munich). № 1, с. 5–
24.

https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/knigi/lorimer/lorimer.pdf
https://vtoraya-literatura.com/pdf/prokopovich_narodnoe_khozyajstvo_sssr_tom1_1952__ocr.pdf


A series of publications by Mark Tolts. 
Consistent research has reopened long-hidden pages of history

• Тольц М. (2021). Демография в мюнхенском Институте по изучению СССР в первое 
десятилетие его работы. В П.А.Трибунский (Ред.) Дипийцы: материалы и 
исследования. Москва, с. 222–241. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/395297100

• Тольц М. (2025). Первые зарубежные оценки динамики населения СССР между
переписями 1926 и 1939 годов. Демоскоп-Weekly, № 1101 – 1102 (23 декабря - 5 
января 2025). https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/2025/01101/nauka03.php

• Петров И.Р., Тольц М. (2025). Демографический детектив: необычная история 
публикации одного Ди-Пи. В П.А.Трибунский (Ред.) Дипийцы: материалы и 
исследования. Вып. II. Рязань, c.105–122. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/395733640

• Тольц М. (2026). Зарубежные оценки численности населения СССР в первое 
послевоенное десятилетие. Демоскоп-Weekly, № 1103-1104 (20 января - 2 февраля, 
2026). https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/2026/01103/nauka08.php

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/395297100
https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/2025/01101/nauka03.php
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/395733640
https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/2026/01103/nauka08.php


The author Basilius MARCHENKO as a “demographer”

• In the spring of 1943, In the spring of 1943, economist and lawyer Marchenko was hired by A. 
Rosenberg's Operational Headquarters (Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg).This unit was initially 
created to collect, evaluate, and utilize archives, libraries, and artefacts in territories occupied by Nazi 
Germany. This primarily concerned Jewish collections, but they also handled other archival collections. 
It was this Center’s officers who removed from Smolensk the famous Communist party archive, well-
known to historians.

• Marchenko was a very active member of the Rosenberg’s staff. He was a supporter of the 
collaborationist General Vlasov. In 1944, he was able to evacuate to Western Ukraine, then to Poland.

• In Poland, Marchenko edited the major work "Jewry and Bolshevism" and wrote propaganda works on 
socio-economic topics, including "Comparison of Total War in the USSR and Germany," "Socialist 
Competition in the USSR," "Women's Labor in the USSR," "The Concept of 'Jew' in the USSR" etc. In 
October 1944, Marchenko decided to try to obtain a German academic degree, but failed because of 
the fast changes in the Eastern front.

• In 1950, the Institute for the Study of the History and Culture of the USSR was established in Munich. 
Three former employees of the Rosemberg’s Operational Headquarters, including Marchenko, were 
among the institute's founding fathers. 

• Among the numerous materials prepared by Marchenko, there is not a single work on demography 
(M. Tolts). Therefore, the well-known 1953 work raises questions.



Statistician and demographer Vladimir RUDENSKY was an 
author of population estimates for the USSR in 1924-1941 
that were dishonestly appropriated by Marchenko

• Vladimir Rudensky was a renowned statistician who worked at the Kyiv Statistical 
Office in the 1930s. A month after Kyiv's occupation in 1941, he was appointed 
deputy head of the Statistical Office and head of the demography section. 
Rudensky was unable to evacuate Kyiv. His trail was lost in 1944. Marchenko 
proposed Rudensky to the Rosenberg’s Center as an expert on demography.

His works preserved in archives

• Rudensky [V.K.] (1943). Die Dynamik der Bevölkerungszahl und -bewegung der 
Ukraine in den Jahren 1924–1941. ЦДАВО України. Ф. 3676. Оп. 1. Д. 205. Л. 
607–671. 26 [Dynamics of the population size and movement of Ukraine's 
population in 1924–1941. – 66p.]

• Rudensky [V.K.] (1943). Die Dynamik in der Bevölkerungszahl und in der 
natürlichen Bevölkerungsbewegung der UdSSR von 1924–1941 // ЦДАВО 
України. Ф. 3676. Оп. 1. Д. 197. Л. 2–49 [Dynamics of the population size and 
natural movement of the USSR population in 1924–1941. – 55p. (preseved 47p.)]



Friedrich Burgdörfer, the leading German demographer of the 
Third Reich recognized Rudensky's work as very important

Burgdörfer F. Bevölkerungsstatistische Rundschau // Jahreskurse für ärztliche Fortbildung. 1944. № 2. S. 11–13
Table from Vladimir Rudenskii

The German translation of Rudensky's
demographic work was sent to leaders 
of the Rosenberg’s operational 
headquarters' in Berlin. Six days later, it 
was forwarded from Berlin to Friedrich 
Burgdörfer (1890–1967), the head of 
the Bavarian Statistical Office and the 
leading German demographer of the 
time. Before moving to Munich, from 
1929 to 1939, Burgdörfer oversaw all 
German population statistics in Berlin.

Burgdörfer, published in 1944 the key 
table from Rudensky’s work  in his 
journal.



Let's compare the estimates with reconstruction by 
Andreev-Darsky-Kharkova in the 1990s: 
F. Lorimer ignored the Great Famine in 1932-1933, but 

Rudensky/”Marchenko” overestimate its impact 



Let's compare the estimates with reconstruction by 
Andreev-Darsky-Kharkova in the 1990s: 
F. Lorimer ignored the Great Famine in 1932-1933, but 

Rudensky/”Marchenko” overestimate its impact 



Case 2. Jean-Noël Biraben's fantastic 
contribution of 1958

illusions of accuracy in modelling demographic trends 

1927–1958



Jean-Noël Biraben. Numéro spécial du Population, 
No. 13 (2) (numéro 2bis), Juin 1958

Alfred Sauvy. Vues générales sur la population 
soviétique et sur les concepts soviétiques en matière 
de population.

Jean-Noël Biraben. Essai sur l'évolution 
démographique de l'U.R.S.S.,  pp. 29-62



Biraben J.-N. (1958). Essai sur l'évolution 
démographique de l'U.R.S.S. Population 13(2),  p.35

Évolution de la natalité et de la mortalité des populations
du territoire actuel de l'U.R.S.S. depuis 1861

Ainsi les chiffres que nous avançons 
donnent une apparence d'exactitude 
assez illusoire, mais ils ont le mérite de 
fixer un ordre de grandeur plausible et 
de combler, dans la mesure où ils ne 
s'éloignent pas trop de la réalité, les 
lacunes les plus gênantes de dos 
connaissances sur la population 
soviétique. J.-N. Biraben, p. 43

Thus the figures we put forward give a 
rather illusory appearance of 
accuracy, but they have the merit of 
establishing a plausible order of 
magnitude and of filling, insofar as 
they do not stray too far from reality, 
the most troubling gaps in our 
knowledge of the Soviet population.
J.-N. Biraben, p.43



Let's compare the estimates with reconstruction by 
Andreed-Darsky-Kharkova (ADKh) in the 1990s:
The striking similarity of Biraben's calculations, carried out under conditions 
of extremely incomplete data, to ADKh's later estimates

J.-N. Biraben had one incorrect 
hypothesis: he attributed the 
Great Famine to 1933-1934, 
instead of 1932-1933.

It is worth noting the amazing 
courage of the researcher to publish 
his estimates in 1958, knowing that 
the All-Union Population Census 
would take place in 1959.



Let's compare the estimates with reconstruction by 
Andreed-Darsky-Kharkova (ADKh) in the 1990s:

Crude Birth and Death Rates Rate of Natural Increase

J.-N.Biraben estimated the birth and death rates lower than Andreev. This effectively means he exaggerated the quality of 
demographic records in the USSR. Furthermore, like many Western experts, he believed the 1939 Census data to be reliable. 
The falsification of the 1939 Сensus data became known 40 years later, when Soviet archives were opened.



Case 3. Soviet archives are open, 
1987-2023

Mirages in the reconstructions of Russia's 
demographic history (Andreev-Darsky-Kharkova; 
Blum-Zakharov-Adamets; Vishnevsky and Co.).



Alan BLUM: The Evolution of a Sphere of Interest

• Alain Blum (1985). Rouen aux XVIIe et XVIIIe siècles, Population, 40: 528-540.

• Alain Blum, Noël Bonneuil (1987). Projections rétrospectives des populations sur le passé. In: Réunion des directeurs 
d'instituts et centres universitaires de démographie.  Les projections démographiques : actes du VIIIème colloque 
national de démographie, Grenoble, 5-7 mai 1987, Paris : Ined / PUF, p. 41-62.

• Alain Blum and Jean-Noël Biraben (1988). Le mouvement de la population. In: J. Dupâquier , G. Cabourdin, B. Lepetit 
(Eds.), Histoire de la population française. 2. De la Renaissance à 1789, Paris : Ined / PUF, p. 145-174

• Louis Henry and Alain Blum (1988). Techniques d'analyse en démographie historique. Paris : Ined Éditions.

• Alain Blum (1989). Démographie de l'URSS et des pays de l'Est : continuité ou rupture? Notes et études documentaires, 
39: 11-40.

• Alain Blum (1991). Redécouverte de l’histoire de l’URSS (1930-1945) Population et Sociétés: 1-4. 

• Alain Blum (1992). Systèmes démographiques soviétiques. Dossiers et recherches, n°38, Paris : Ined

• Alain Blum, Maïté Ely, Serge Zakharov (1992). Démographie soviétique, 1920-1950, une redécouverte. Annales de 
Démographie historique: 7-22.

• Alexandre Avdeev, Alain Blum and Irina Troitskaja (1993). Démographie historique de la Russie, Histoire & mesure, 8: 
163-179. 



ADKh-1993 or ADKh-1990?

Е.М.Андреев,

Л.Е.Дарский,

Т.Л. Харькова

Население Советского Союза: 

1922-1991

М., Наука, 1993, 143 страниц

Андреев Е.М., Дарский Л.Е., Харькова Т.Л. (1990). 

История населения СССР 1920-1959 гг.

(Серия: «История статистики». Вып. 3-5. Ч. I). Москва: 

Музей статистики, Информцентр Госкомстата СССР.

First publication of reconstruction of data series published in 1990 (!!)



Adametz-Blum-Zakharov - 1994

https://dumas.ccsd.cnrs.fr/HISTOIRE/hal-01390310v1

Adametz S., Blum A., Zakharov S. (1994). Disparités et 

variabilités des catastrophes démographiques en URSS. 

Dossiers et Recherches, 42 (Janvier 1994). Paris: INED. – 100p.

Adametz S., Blum A., Zakharov S. Geographical and Cohort Disparities in 
Soviet Demographic Catastrophes. Dossiers et Recherches, No.42 (January 
1994). INED, Paris. English version, revised and prepared for the conference 
on Soviet Population in the 1920s and 1930s. 27-29 January 1995. Toronto, 
Canada. 100p
https://www.academia.edu/9532706/Geographical_and_cohort_disparities_in_Soviet
_demographic_catastrophes

https://dumas.ccsd.cnrs.fr/HISTOIRE/hal-01390310v1
https://www.academia.edu/9532706/Geographical_and_cohort_disparities_in_Soviet_demographic_catastrophes


How we "treated" the population censuses of 1897, 
1926, 1937, 1939, 1959, 1970, 1979, 1989 
(within the borders of the USSR in 1990)

Actual Intercensal survival functions Adjustments of intercensal survival functions 



Perhaps the most difficult issue happened to be the harmonization of 
the data of 1937 and 1939 Population censuses

They are separated by only two years, but their methods of conducting them were 
different, and the falsification of data in 1939 was obvious

Intercensal cohort survival functions



Adametz-Blum-Zakharov – 1994: 
The most fundamental results

• The first and only attempt to date to link all population censuses of 
1897, 1926, 1937, 1939, 1970, 1979, and 1989 for single-year groups 
of men and women, taking into account the cohort presentation of 
historical data (within the 1990 borders of the USSR). 

• Adjusted intercensal survival functions and a historical balanced 
annual series of number of births from 1796 to 1988 (within the 
1990 borders of the USSR).

• Blum A., Berelowitch V., Mouradian C., Zakharov S. (1995). Atlas 
démographique et historique de la Russie. Rapport de synthèse dans 
le cadre d'un projet. Paris: L'EHESS-INED. 



Blum A. (1994). Naître, vivre et mourir en 
URSS: 1917-1991. Paris: Plon. – 273p

This book was the first book published 
in the West that summarized the 
experience of previous studies of the 
demographic history of the USSR, as 
well as Alain's efforts to analyze
archival data that became available in 
the late 1980s, and, finally, the results 
of unprecedented joint projects with 
Russian demographers and historians.



Results of the study of demographic transition in Russia in 
20th century that accumulate knowledge obtained after 
declassifying population data since 1987

Вишневский А.Г. (Ред.) 

Демографическая модернизация 

России: 1900-2000. 
Москва, Новое издательство, 2006 - 601 с.
https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/knigi/modern/modernizacija.html

[A.G. Vishnevsky (Ed.) Demographic Modernization in 

Russia, 1900–2000. Moscow: Novoe Izdatelstvo, 2006 - 601p.]
Authors: A.G. Vishnevsky, E.M. Andreev, S.V. Zakharov, V.I. Sakevich, 
E.A. Kvasha, T.L. Kharkova, D.D. Bogoyavlensky, E.L. Soroko

Bible: Isaiah 35:7. “Now people see mirages that look like water, 

but then there will be real pools of water. “

https://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/knigi/modern/modernizacija.html


Merci de votre attention !
Thank you for your attention !
Спасибо за ваше внимание !


