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Annotation: 
Country studies develop the cultural level of students, helping to improve their understanding of their own culture as well as the national cultural peculiarities of other peoples and their behaviour. The complex includes, besides the History and Culture of the country of the language being studied, research seminars on a more specific topics, Literature of the studied country, etc. The task of this cycle is to set up a foreign language communicative competence in order to introduce students to the culture of the country through understanding of its history, traditions, customs (in comparison with cultural features of their country), to teach people think (Y.M. Lotman). When mastering these disciplines, students are provided with a large amount of reading. Working with the material involves reflection and creativity, "conscious language acquisition" (L.S. Vygotsky); they begin to interpret the text in the light of their own ideas, opinions and feelings, i.e., to construct meaning, interpret information, this stimulates creative and critical thinking. Culture studies involve research, enriching the creative potential of students. Multi-format assignments develop not only critical thinking, but are aimed at developing language skills. This makes this course unique.
