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Topic: The Role of Literature in Enhancing Language and Cultural Awareness
Annotation: Literature plays an important role in the curriculum of language teaching in higher education. The presentation delves into the significance of studying this discipline, as emphasized by Y.M. Lotman, who argued that ‘literature was created for people to learn to think’. Furthermore, it has effectively enhanced students' four skills. Literature also contributes to the improvement of students' cultural level and helps better understand the culture and national-cultural specifics of the behaviour of people speaking the target language. There is a close and undeniable connection between literature and language, that is why some scholars consider literature as an ‘ally of language’. Nonetheless, some educators debate the pertinence of integrating literature into the curriculum due to its time-consuming nature and the need for sound knowledge in both language and literature. Conversely, others regard the incorporation of literature in language instruction as a valuable and intriguing approach. Indeed, literature can help students deepen their knowledge of the language, show a creative approach to language learning. Thus, teachers should consider various factors, including culture, interest, motivation, and language level of the students when choosing literary texts. These texts should be interesting and meaningful and should align with the authentic life experiences, desires, and expectations of the learners. Introducing students to various literary genres is considered appropriate. Besides, versatility, non-triviality, variety, interest and creativity make literature an important discipline in the language learning process.  The talk will delve into the examination of literature's role as an effective factor in teaching a foreign language, drawing on the firsthand teaching experience at the School of Foreign Languages of the National Research University Higher School of Economics. The literature that has been studied and the various creative tasks designed to enhance the development of the four skills will be showcased.

