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National Research University Higher School of Economics, Moscow 

Bachelor’s programme: 3rd year, module 3 

SSYYLLLLAABBUUSS  OOFF  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  SSEEMMIINNAARR  
 

DDeeuuttsscchh  ffüürr  PPhhiilloossoopphheenn  ––  GGeerrmmaann  llaanngguuaaggee  ffoorr  pphhiilloossoopphheerrss    

PPlleeaassee  nnoottee::  

Even though the syllabus is written in English, the seminar will be held in German.  
Obwohl der Syllabus in Englisch abgefasst ist, wird der Kurs auf Deutsch gehalten.  

OOuuttlliinnee  

Students will be trained to read philosophical texts in the original German version. The seminar 
is focussed on Kantian terminology and concepts as well as their interpretation in the 19th and 
20th centuries. 

Pre-requisites: Students should be familiar with Kant’s philosophy and  
master the basics of the German language (level B1). 

Course type: compulsory 

Lecturer:  Nadia Moro (Assistant professor of philosophy) 
office hours by arrangement (please check www.hse.ru/staff/nmoro) 
contact details: Staraya Basmannaya Ul., 21/4, room 207; nmoro@hse.ru 

LLeeaarrnniinngg  oobbjjeeccttiivveess  

During the seminar, students should: 
 be introduced to the terminology of Kant’s critical philosophy (in German); 
 master the terminology of post-Kantian philosophy and epistemology (in German); 
 develop skills in reading, analysing, and interpreting philosophical texts in German (see 

Bibliography); 
 read, analyse, and present a philosophical text in German (see Assessment). 

During the seminar, students may: 
 become able to explore and read 18th and 19th-century philosophical texts in the original 

German version. 

CCoonntteenntt  aanndd  sscchheedduullee  

The seminar takes place on Fridays, 15:10–16:30. Room TBA. 

Week 1 (Jan. 19) Introduction. Terminology in Kant’s Kritik der reinen Vernunft. 
Week 2 (Jan. 26) Cassirer and Kant  
Week 3 (Feb. 2) Herbart and Kant  
Week 4 (Feb. 9) Hegel and Kant 
Week 5 (Feb. 16) Presentations by students (see Assessment) 

http://www.hse.ru/staff/nmoro
mailto:nmoro@hse.ru
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BBiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  

Selected passages from the following texts in any German edition are required readings (cf. 
Schedule): 

 I. Kant (1787). Kritik der reinen Vernunft 
https://korpora.zim.uni-duisburg-essen.de/kant/aa03/ 

 E. Cassirer (1921). Kants Leben und Lehre 
https://archive.org/details/kantslebenundleh00cassuoft 

 J.F. Herbart (1824). Psychologie als Wissenschaft. Erster synthetischer Teil 
 J.F. Herbart (18342). Lehrbuch zur Psychologie 
 G.W.F. Hegel (18303). Enzyklopädie der philosophischen Wissenschaften im Grundrisse 

http://www.hegel.de/werke_frei/startfree.html 
Further suggestions, readings, and teaching materials will be provided during the seminar. 
 

Further literature: 

 Тумаркина Е.С. (2012). Wir lesen deutsch. Philosophische Literatur ohne Wörterbuch. 
Москва: Тезаурус. 

 E. Cassirer (1914). Die Grundprobleme der Kantischen Methodik und ihr Verhältnis zur 
nachkantischen Spekulation. In Gesammelte Werke. Hamburger Ausgabe, Bd. 9 (Aufsätze 
und kleine Schriften 1902-1921), S. 201-216. 

Encyclopedias: 

 Hügli (1991). Philosophielexikon. Reinbek bei Hamburg u.a. 
 Prechtl/Burkhard (1996). Metzlers Philosophielexikon. Stuttgart.  
 Sandkühler (1999). Enzyklopädie Philosophie. Hamburg u.a.  
 Kolmer/Wildfeuer (2011). Neues Handbuch philosophischer Grundbegriffe. Stuttgart. 
 Willaschek/Stolzenberg/Mohr/Bacin (2015). Kant-Lexikon. Berlin u.a. 

GGuuiiddeelliinneess  ffoorr  ssttuuddeennttss  

The course is held in German and is based on reading, analysis, and discussion of texts. Students 
are expected to comply with reading assignments (cf. Content and schedule) and take part in 
class work.  
Attendance is mandatory.  
Giving a short presentation in German during the last week (Feb. 16) is required in order to 
attain a passing grade (see Assessment).  Students are expected to get in touch with the lecturer 
as soon as the seminar begins in order to plan their presentation. 

AAsssseessssmmeenntt  

In order to attain a passing grade students have to regularly attend classes and give a short 
presentation (3-4 minutes) in German on a text or topic agreed with the lecturer. Students’ 
presentations are scheduled in the last seminar week (Feb. 16). The presentation should focus on 
terminology, philosophical theses, and arguments. Students’ grade will depend upon this 
presentation.  
 

https://korpora.zim.uni-duisburg-essen.de/kant/aa03/
https://archive.org/details/kantslebenundleh00cassuoft
http://www.hegel.de/werke_frei/startfree.html

