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The Alexander Briickner Archive and an Unknown
Diary from the Period of the Decembrist Uprising

ELENA MARASINOVA
Abstract

The article concerns a discovery made in Tiibingen University’s manuscript depart-
ment — that of the personal archive of the nineteenth-century Russian historian Alex-
ander Briickner, known in Russia as Aleksandr Gustavovich Brikner. Born into a
German Protestant family in St. Petersburg, Briickner studied in Germany, taught in
several Russian universities, and wrote his many works in two languages — Russian
and German. The historian’s archive includes both his own drafts and materials as
well as a collection of documents concerning the events of the 1825 interregnum
and the Decembrist uprising. An anonymous diary contemporary to the uprising was
found among Briickner’s papers, and an annotated version is presented as an appendix
to the article along with an English translation.

While working in Tiibingen University Library’s manuscript section recently, the
author of the present article discovered the archive of Alexander Briickner, a Russian
historian of the second half of the nineteenth century. Briickner, known in Russia as
Aleksandr Gustavovich Brikner, was born in St. Petersburg in June 1834. His parents
had come to the Russian capital from Finland and were members of the Evangelical
Church. On finishing gymnasium at the city’s Peter and Paul School, Briickner ini-
tially followed in the footsteps of his father, a merchant, and served for several years
in a trading house. From 1857 to 1860, he studied at several universities in Germany,
where he attended the lectures of such major figures as the historian Ludwig Hausser
and the economist Karl Heinrich Rau in Heidelberg; the historian Johann Gustav
Droysen and the philosopher Cuno Fischer in Jena; and the historians Leopold von
Ranke and Friedrich von Raumer in Berlin.

Having received a doctorate in philosophy at Heidelberg, Briickner returned to Russia
where, from 1861 to 1867, he taught at the St. Petersburg School of Jurisprudence, along
with lecturing at the university as a privat-docent. In 1867, Briickner was appointed to
a professorship at the University of Novorossiia in Odessa, where he offered a course
on world history. He subsequently received a teaching post at the University of Dorpat
(Derpt, Tartu) in 1872. As professor of Russian history, he lectured in Russian at Dorpat
until 1891, i.e. until the close of his twenty-five year term of public service. He was then
given the rank of Actual Privy Councilor with the Order of St. Anne, First Class, and the
right to an annual pension above the annual allowance. He registered to live in Kazan,
although this was only nominal, because he had decided to leave Russia forever. In that
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same year of 1891, he left for Germany, and spent his remaining years in Jena, where he
died in November 1896."

In January 1898, after the professor’s death, came the publication of P. N. Polevoi’s
article “A Russian German on Russian History,” which concerned Briickner’s book Ges-
chichte Russlands bis zum Ende des 18. Jahrhunderts, volume one, entitled Uberblick
der Entwicklung bis zum Tode Peters des Grossen (Gotha: Perthes, 1896). Polevoi sub-
jected the scholar to sharp criticism for exaggerating Russia’s backwardness and for
alleged blatant malevolence in laying out the events of Russian history, bordering on
intentional falsification of the facts.?

Nevertheless, Briickner was a highly prolific and well-read historian. The fullest list
of his works is given in E. Shmurlo’s article, an obituary, and comprises over 200 titles.?
Briickner was known first and foremost as a specialist in Russian history, giving priority
to questions of foreign policy, diplomacy, the court life and culture of seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century Russia. The scholar was also drawn to the genre of biography, par-
ticularly the lives of the ruling members of the house of Romanov.* Orientation on the
printed sources and a journalistic style were the particular traits that enabled Briickner’s
prolific output. His contemporaries appreciated the author’s services in popularizing
Russian history through his works, which, though hardly noteworthy for depth of anal-
ysis or breadth of sources, were quite readable in style and offered a descriptive and
pragmatic relation to the facts.

While professor at the Novorossiisk, and subsequently Dorpat universities, Briickner
never lost his ties with Germany, and published his research in both Russian and Ger-
man journals.” One and the same work might simultaneously be published in Russian
and, with alterations for a German audience, in German.® His works on Russian history
that were written in German and , intended for an educated German audience, became
virtually the main source of information on Russia’s past for the German intelligentsia of
the second half of the nineteenth century. However, in neither Russia nor Germany have

1 See: E. Shmurlo, “Brikner,” Zhurnal Ministerstva Narodnogo Prosveshcheniia, 39 (1897), 117-157; F. A. Brokgauz
and I. A. Efron, eds., Entsiklopedicheskii slovar’, vol. 4a (St. Petersburg, 1891),673; Nastol 'nyi entsiklopedicheskii
slovar’ (Moscow, 1901), 710; Biograficheskii slovar’ professorov i prepodavatelei Imperatorskogo Iur’evskogo,
byvshego Derptskogo, universiteta za sto let ego sushchestvovaniia (1802-1902), 2 vols. (Iur’ev [Tartu]: K.
Mattisen, 1902-1903), 2:546-558; Istoriia istoricheskoi nauki v SSSR: Dooktiabrskii period; bibliografiia, ed. M.
V. Nechkina (Moscow: Nauka, 1965). nos. 3919-3931;GertVoigt, Russland in der deutschen Geschichtsschreibung
1843-1945 (Berlin: AkademieVerlag, 1994), 71-82, 423-424.

2 P.N. Polevoi, “Russkii nemets o russkoii storii,” Istoricheskii vestnik. 71 (1898),265-276.

Shmurlo, “Brikner,”117-157; Biograficheskii slovar’, 546-558.

See for instance: Peter der Grosse (Berlin: Grote, 1879); lllustrirovannaia istoriia Petra Velikogo, 2 vols. (St.
Petersburg, 1902-1903); Der Zarewich Alexei (Heidelberg, 1880); Imperator loann Antonovich i ego rodstvenniki
(1741-1807) (Moscow: Imperatorskaia tipografiia, 1875); “Zhizn’ Petra III do vstupleniia na prestol,” Russkii
vestnik, 11, nos. 1, 2, 10, 12 (1882); Istoriia Ekateriny Vtoroi, 5 vols. (St. Petersburg: A. S. Suvorin, 1885); Kaiser
Pauls I. Ende (Stuttgart : J.G. Cotta’schen, 1897); Smert’ Pavia I (St. Petersburg: M.V. Pirozhkov, 1907).

5 See for instance: Die Familie Braunschweig in Russland im XVIII. Jahrhundert (St. Petersburg, 1874); Pososhkov
kak ekonomist [= Ivan Pososhkov, Sochinenie, vol. 1] (St. Petersburg,: V. S. Balashev, 1876); Ob izdanii Dnevnika
Khrapovitskago (Derpt: Shnakenburg, 1876); Iwan Possoschkow: Ideen und Zustdinde in Russland zur Zeit Peters
des Grossen (Leipzig, Duncker & Humblot, 1878).

6  See for instance: Patrik Gordon i ego dnevnik (St. Petersburg: V. S. Balashev, 1878); “Patrick Gordon: Ein Beitrag
zur Geschichte Russlands im XVII. Jahrhundert,” Historisches Taschenbuch, 5, no. 9 (1879); “O chume v Moskve v
1771, “Russkii vestnik, 9 and 10 (1884); “Die Pest in Moskau 1771, Russische Revue, 24 (1884).
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any special investigations been carried out on this unusual phenomenon of a German
popularizer of Russian history. All of the biographical works on Briickner are limited
to short notices in dictionaries and encyclopedias; to responses, mainly contemporary,
to individual books of the scholar; to the obituary by E. Shmurlo; the brief analysis in
Gert Voigt’s monograph on Russia in German historiography; and several other small
pieces.” Not one of the publications on Briickner known to me makes any mention of
the historian’s archive preserved in Tiibingen.

The professor’s papers were transferred into the keeping of the Tiibingen University
archives in 1933 by his daughter, Professor Helena Heck.® In the same year -- one so sig-
nificant in German history -- the receipt of over ten of the researcher’s monographs was
registered at the university library. (Some kind of parallel involuntarily suggests itself
between the regime change in Germany and this “nationalization” of a specialist in Rus-
sian history...) With time, Briickner’s papers found their way into the manuscript sec-
tion of Tiibingen University Library’s history reading room, where they were described
by the staff (who were clearly well versed in Russian), and then assigned to different
collections: the “Hochdeutsche Handschriften” and “Slawische Handschriften”.” The
so-called “German manuscripts” include Briickner’s draft materials, connected with his
research into Ancient Roman and Ancient Greek history, as well as is work on Russia
in the first quarter of the eighteenth century. The greater part of the notes, mostly in
German, and extracts copied from the sources, relate to the period of Peter I. The other
part of the Briickner archive, placed in the “Slavonic manuscripts” section, constitutes a
deliberate collection of materials concerning the epochal turning point in Russian history
that followed the death of Alexander I-- the interregnum, Decembrist uprising and start
of Nicholas I’s reign. Unlike the “German manuscripts,” the “Slavonic” collection of
sources is not generally in Briickner’s hand, but includes mostly printed documents and
manuscripts from the first third of the nineteenth century. All of these materials were
placed by the library staff into themed folders.

The material in Briickner’s archive not only gives remarkable insight into the schol-
ar’s interests and research habits, affording us the opportunity to better understand his
thinking, but also offers valuable and previously unknown manuscript sources on Rus-
sian history that have lain among Briickner’s papers for more than a century. Folder Mg
2b “The death and funeral of Alexander I""'? contains a previously unknown diary of the
period of the Decembrist uprising with an appended list of the participants in the rebel-
lion. The diary is written in Russian, and covers the events taking place in the capital on
December 14-17, 19 and 21,1825. It can be said with confidence that this source has so
far eluded researchers wishing to shine light on the course of events on December 14,

7 See Leo Loewenson, “The Historian Alexander Briickner: A Neglected Page of Russian Historiography,” Slavic
and East European Review, 64 (1946): 149-158; D. Tsvetaev, “Aleksandr Gustavovich Brikner, 1834-1896,”
Russkoe obozrenie, 42 (December 1896): 842-861.

8  The daughter of Alexander Briickner and Lucie Schiele, Helena (1873-1948), lived in Tiibingen from 1901 and
was married to the law professor Philipp Nicolai Heck (1858-1943). See “Bieberstein W.E.M. Heck Philipp,” Neue
Deutsche Biographie, 8 (Berlin, 1969): 176.

9 Universitétsbibliothek Tiibingen, HandschriftenAbteilung. Md Hochdeutsche Handschriften; Mg Slawische
Handschriften.

10 UniversititsbibliothekTiibingen, Handschriften Abteilung. Mg 2b. Alexander I: Tod und Begrébnis. Ne16.
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1825. In the most exhaustive collection of memoirs, diary entries and correspondence of
witnesses of the Decembrist uprising to date, mention of the diary found in Briickner’s
archive is notably absent."

The manuscript bears no direct indication of its authorship. The combination of vari-
ous facts it does relate (e.g., the name of the author’s sister, the place the author served,
etc.), however, have allowed the name of the diarist to be established. This was Nikolai
Nikolaevich Tanovskii, formerly serving in the post of translator to the provincial secre-
tary in the postal department, but by 1825, it appears, in retirement.!? Nikolai Nikolae-
vich was the son of the now largely forgotten man of letters, Nikolai Maksimovich
lanovskii, a contributor to the journals Zerkalo sveta, Lekarstvo ot skuki and S.-Peter-
burgskii Merkurii. N. M. lanovskii published Novyi slovotolkovatel’...(St. Petersburg,
1803-1806) in three parts, and a small book Plody prazdnogo vremeni, ili raznye melkie
stikhotvoreniia (St. Petersburg, 1788).1* At one time, state councillor N. M. Ianovskii
had served as head of the first section of the postal department, where, apparently, he
had arranged a position for his son. In 1816, he had been elected an honorary member
of the Volnoe obshchestvo liubitelei rossiiskoi slovesnosti (Free Society of Lovers of
Russian Literature),'* whose membership included many of the participants in the events
on Senate Square mentioned in N. N. lanovskii’s diary. As is seen from this manuscript,
N. N. Ianovskii was well acquainted with several Decembrists, including K. F. Ryleev,
the brothers Nikolai and Aleksandr Bestuzhev, A. O. Kornilovich, E. P. Obolenskii, O.
M. Somov, O. V. Gravegorskii, A. A. Storch, and A. N. Sutthof. It is likely that his circle
of acquaintances also included Wilhelm and Mikhail Kiichelbecker (Kiukhel’beker), as
well as D. A. Shchepin-Rostovskii, L. I. Pushchin, the three brothers Murav’ev-Apostol,
and P. P. Konovnitsyn.

N. N. Ianovskii was not an eyewitness of the uprising, but discusses the events on the
day it occurred, and on following days, with the most informed people. Among those
providing him with interesting details were: the journalists N. I. Grech and F. V. Bul-
garin, publishers of the then popular periodicals Syn otechestva and Severnaia pchela;
the father of the three Decembrists Matvei, Sergei and IppolitMurav’ev-Apostol-- Sena-
tor I. M. Murav’ev-Apostol, and his son in law, Colonel I. G. Bibikov, adjutant to Grand
Duke Mikhail Pavlovich; the academician A. K. Storch, whose son took part in the upris-
ing; the secretary to Empress Alexandra Fedorovna, Monsieur Chambeau; the above-
mentioned historian F. P. Adelung; and, to all appearances, the former director of the
Tsarskoe Tselo Lyceum, E. A. Engelhardt.

There are also grounds to suppose the involvement of N. N. lanovskii in compiling
the collection of materials found in the Briickner archive on the death of Alexander I,
the interregnum and accession of Nicholas I. Mention is made in the diary of several

11 14 dekabrya 1825 goda: Vospominaniia ochevidtsev (St. Petersburg: Akademicheskii proekt, 1999).

12 See Mesiatseslov s rospis 'iu chinovnykh osob, ili obshchii shtat Rossiiskoi imperii na leto ot rozhdestva Khristova
1819. 2 vols. (St. Petersburg, Akademiia nauk, 1819), 408.

13 See: Russkii biograficheskii slovar’. 27 vols. (St. Petersburg: Imperatorskoe Russkoe istoricheskoe obshchestvo,
1896-1918), 25: 146.

14 See V. G. Bazanov, Vol 'noe obshchestvo liubitelei rossiiskoi slovesnosti (Petrozavodsk: Gos. izd-vo Karelo-Finskoi
SSR, 1949).
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documents from this collection, in particular: specific issues of the Sankt-Peterburgskie
vedomosti and the Severnaia pchela; the imperial proclamations concerning the death
of Alexander I, the abdication of Konstantin Pavlovich and enthronement of Nicho-
las I; and a letter from Nicholas I to Count M. A. Miloradovich, then on his deathbed
due to a gunshot wound at the hands of P. G. Kakhovskii. The document “Tseremo-
nialy vysochaishego ego imperatorskogo velichestva utverzhdennyia udostoennye, dlia
sreteniia i pogrebeniia tela v boze pochivaiushchago gosudaria imperatora Aleksandra
I”’(Ceremonials approved of as suitable by His Most High Imperial Majesty for the puri-
fication and burial of the body of the Sovereign Emperor Alexander I, now abiding with
God) has annotations in N. N. lanovskii’s hand concerning the weather on the day of
the emperor’s funeral.'s

Being without doubt a law-abiding and right-thinking subject, N. N. Ianovskii nev-
ertheless felt immediately that the revolt taking place on Senate Square would have
immense political and ethical resonance. It was precisely his vague but extremely
powerful sense of the significance of these happenings that compelled him to set about
committing the events of December14 to paper at once, and preserving the newspapers,
official documents and imperial proclamations of those days, and thus to become one of
the first chroniclers of the Decembrist rebellion. It would be incorrect to suggest that the
entirety of the collection under consideration was gathered by the diarist. It is likely that
a part of the material had belonged to his close acquaintance, the historian F. P. Adelung,
to whom a published booklet based on the collection was inscribed.'® One matter alone
is beyond doubt — that Briickner himself did not compile the collection. The professor
never demonstrated any particular interest in the reign of Alexander I, not to speak of the
Decembrist uprising. He had merely ended up the last to have the collection of materials
in his possession, due to circumstances now unknown.!”

Briickner’s archive, as I was informed by the staff at the history hall in Tiibingen
University Library, has never caught the attention of researchers and is not recorded in
the comprehensive publication Catalogue of Slavonic Manuscripts in the Libraries of
the Federal Republic of Germany."® “Rediscovering” these neglected sheets of paper
promises to provide new findings for both Russian history and German historiography.

15 UniversititsbibliothekTiibingen, Handschriften Abteilung. Mg 2b. Alexander I: Tod und Begribnis. Ne10.

16 Folder Mg 2a, “Alexander I’s Journey to Crimea,” contains a small handmade booklet, made up of several sheets
stitched together including the printed text of Doctor F. F. Kosegarten’s eulogy on the death of Alexander I. This
booklet was published on December 31, 1825, in Revel and, as is noted in the inscription, was given to the historian
F. P. Adelung, then serving in Petersburg as head of the oriental languages section at the Asiatic Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,on January 15,1826. (Universitdtsbibliothek Tiibingen, Handschriften Abteilung. Mg 2a,
Alexanders Reise in die Krym. Nel).

17 On Adelung’s death, his books and manuscripts were acquired from his heirs by order of the emperor for the library
of St. Petersburg University and the Public Library. This occurred in 1858. Arriving in Russia several years later,
Briickner could not have been uninterested in the archive of a specialist in matters of particular relevance to his own
work and it is possible that he bought up the remaining documents that had not found their way into Petersburg’s
libraries from Adelung’s son, including the material under discussion. This is, of course, only a suggestion.

18  Katalog der slawischen Handschriften in Bibliotheken der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (Wiesbaden: Otto
Harrassowitz, 1990).
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14 JEKABPA 1825 T'OJA

27 nosiopst 1825 1. momyvena 3nech B Cankr-IlerepOypre miaueBHast BECTb O KOH-
YHMHE rocyaaps umneparopa Asiekcanjpa I, mocnenosasiuei B Taranpore 19 HosiOpst.
Tonbko 3a 71Ba JIHS ITPE STHUM CTaJIM PacIipoOCTPaHATBCS CITyXH 0 ero Oosieznu (cM. Ce-
eepHnas [Tuena Nel44). Toruac yunHeHa npucsra napesndy Koncrantuny IlaBnosudy,
kak Bemnknm kas3em Hukomaem [laBnoBudem, Tak u [ocynapctBeHHbIM CoBETOM 1
TIPOYNMH - S TIPHCATAI B IIEpKBHU [laxkeckoro kopryca 29 HosOps mepen o0eqHero.

[Tocne nepenucok ¢ BapmiaBoro yTBepAHIIOCH yiKe MPEXk/IE Cero Mo ro-
pomy pacnpocTpaHHBIIEECs M3BECTHE O TOM, 4TO IapeBnd KoHcTaHTHH
ITaBnoBuu oTkazancs oT mpectona. Benukuit kua3p Hukonait [TaBmoBuu
B3o1Ien Ha mpecton 13 nexadps (cuutaid ¢ 19 HoAOps). AKT niam Manu-
(dhect, pu KOTOPOM MPHUIOKEHBI OTpedeHune napeBuda KoncrantuHa 14
saBaps 1822 T. WM MHCHEMO €ro BBICOYECTBA K TOCYHapio AJEKCaHIPY
[TaBnoBU4y, 2) OTBeTHas1 rpamoTa rocymaps Anekcarzapa [laBmosuua, 3)
Manudect nmneparopa Anexcanapa I1aBinosuya ot 16 aBrycra 1823 o ne-
penaue HacneAcTBa BeaukoMy kHaA3t0 Hukonato ITaBnosuyy, 4) muceMo 1a-
peBHua K BIOBCTBYIOLIEH nMmneparpuiie Mapun deonoposHe, 5) rpamora
napesuya k Hukonaro I1aBinosuuy.

[omomynan 13 mexaOps MPHIBOPHBIM IITaTOM YYMHEHA TPHUCSTAa Ha BEPHOCTH
noamancTBa rocynapio Huxonaro IlaBnoBudy M HacleTHHKY HPECTONa BEIHMKOMY
KHs310 Anekcanipy HukonaeBudy. 14 uncina nexkadpsi pasocinan Manungecr. Ilo ytpy
sI, TIO JIellaM Kak MOUM COOCTBEHHBIM, TaK U MOMX 3HAKOMBIX 00BbeXalsl MIOYTH BECh
ropox (0bu1 Ha BeIOOprcKo# ctopoHe B Meanko-Xupyprudeckoil AkaieMun, OTOM
Ha Jlureitnom B Illmanepnoit ¢adbpuke, Ha HeBckom mpocnekte y Posenkammnda u
Mutpomnonuta EBrenus, 6mm3 UeprsimeBa Mocta y Azxenynra, B [lograMrckoit y
MTOJIKOBHUKA SIHOBCKOTO, Ha aHIIHIICKOW HabepexxHo y rpada H.IT.PymsHIeBa, ko-
TOpPBIA ObUT OTYastHHO OousieH, W B 7 nuHuK y akanemuka ®.J.Kpyra, u Besne Bce
Ob1TO criokoiHo. BosBparuBimce oMo, Ha [letepOyprekyro cTopoHy (3a BTOPBIM
KaJIETCKUM KopIycoMm, B Oouibinyto ['pederkyto yauily B oM rocrnoku Humre, yepe3
4yac MPHUXOAWUT AOMOH CIYKUTenb (TaTapuH ABpaaM) C BecThio, uTo B [leTepOypre
OyHT. UTo 9acTh MOCKOBCKOTO ITOJTKa BO3MYTHJIACh M BRICTyIHIIA Ha VcaakmeBckyro
TUIoIab, I1e MpH nojjepxke CeHara OKpy)KaeTcs APYTMMH BOMCKaMH, MPHU3HAB-
LIMMH yXe UMIIepaTopoM Belaukoro KHs3s Hukomast ITaBinoBuua. MocKOBCKHMI TOJIK
TpeboBan Koncrantuna. Hapoa Gpocan B koHHOTrBap/eies. CiblliHa Oblia U Hallb-
0a 1 BocKJIMIaHus ¢ 00enx ctopoH. OH ke 3BECTHII HAC U O TOM, 4To Tpad Muxaun
AnpapeeBnd MuiopaioBU4, BOCHHBIH TeHepas-TyOepHAToOp, OOpaTHBIIUCH K BOMHAM
¥ HayaB YMTATh UM Beicouaitmmii Manudect, ObIT paHeH, a KakOH-TO YaCTHBIHA MPH-
CTaB WJIM KBApTAJIbHBII (AJIEKCAHPOB, N3 KAJIMBIKOB, KDECTHUK MMIIEpaTopa AJek-
canjpa [laBnoBuya) yout. [locnano Obuto 3a apTHiLIepHel, KOTOpas J0JDKHA OblLIa
pemnth Aeno. C rocnoanHoM PraMMOHOM s OTHpaBHiICS HAaTyuykoB MOCT, U efBa
JIOLIJIA MBI JIO MIOJIOBHHBI OHOTO, KaK Havajiach IylleyHas naisoa. HenssecTHo ere
ObIT10, K KOMY IPUCTala apTUIIIEPHs, OIHAKO M0 BCEM IPU3HAKAM HEJb3sl ObIJIO COM-
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Appendix: An Annotated Translation of N. N.
[anovskii’s Diary:

December 14, 1825

On November 27, 1825, the lamentable news was received here in St. Petersburg
of the passing away of Emperor Alexander I, which had taken place in Taganrog on
the 19%of November. Rumors of his illness had only begun to spread two days previ-
ously (see The Northern Bee, No. 144). An oath of allegiance was immediately sworn
to the Crown Prince Konstantin Pavlovich by Grand Duke Nikolai Pavlovich, the
Council of State, and others — I myself took the oath in the chapel of the Page Corps
on November 29 before Mass.

After correspondence with Warsaw, the news that had already spread around town
was confirmed, that Crown Prince Konstantin Pavlovich had refused the throne. Grand
Duke Nikolai Pavlovich ascended to the throne on December 13 (his reign to have offi-
cially started on November 19). [1)] The Act or Manifesto by which Prince Konstantin
had renounced the throne on January 14, 1822, or His Highness’sletter to the Sovereign
Aleksandr Pavlovich, 2) the written reply of the Sovereign Aleksandr Pavlovich, 3)
Emperor Aleksandr Pavlovich’s Manifesto of August 16, 1823, on transferal of the
succession to Grand Duke Nikolai Pavlovich, 4) the letter of the Crown Prince to the
widowed Empress Mariia Fedorovna, 5) the Prince’s letter to Nikolai Pavlovich.

In the afternoon of December 13, the staff of the imperial court took an oath of
faithful submission to the Sovereign Emperor Nikolai Pavlovich and the heir to the
throne, Grand Duke Aleksandr Nikolaevich. On the 14"0of December, the Manifesto
was put into circulation.> That morning, I had been out across almost the whole of the
city, on my own and my acquaintances’ business (I had been on the Vyborg side at the
Medical and Surgical Academy, then on Liteinyi at the Shpalernaia Factory, on Nevskii
Prospect at Rosenkampf’s® and Metropolitan Evgenii’s,* near the Chernyshev Bridge

1 N.N. Ianovskii did not intend his diary for print, and it takes the form of rough notes. The numerous abbreviations
used by the author have been expanded and the punctuation brought more into line with contemporary style.

2 Alexander I died on November 19, 1825, in Taganrog. News of his serious illness only reached the capital on the
November 25. According to the law of succession, the crown should have passed to the next eldest brother of the
deceased emperor, Grand Duke Konstantin. However, Konstantin Pavlovich had, back in 1822, renounced his right to
the succession in favor of Grand Duke Nikolai, although this renunciation had since then been kept absolutely secret,
only to be revealed on November 27, 1825, at a session of the Council of State. Nikolai, however, had not accepted the
right to succession conferred on him by Konstantin. From November 27, oaths of loyalty to Emperor Konstantin I began
to be taken across the country. Meanwhile, Grand Duke Mikhail Pavlovich, who had heard of the death of Aleksandr
while in the presence of his brother Konstantin in Warsaw, arrived in St. Petersburg on December 3. Mikhail Pavlovich
brought official confirmation of Konstantin’s rejection of the throne. Several days more would pass before Nikolai
received a decisive refusal from Konstantin to his request that he come to the capital and ease the transfer of power to
the new heir. With an effort of willpower, Nikolai decided on December 13 to publish the manifesto on his assumption
of the throne and, on Monday, December 14, 1825, he initiated the swearing of oaths of loyalty to himself and his heirs.

3 Rosenkampf, Gustav Andreevich (1764-1832) — a jurist, scholar and writer, native of Livonia.

4 Bolkhovitinov, Evgenii (1767-1837) — Metropolitan of Kiev and Galich (1822-1837); historian, archacologist,
writer, bibliographer.
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HeBaTbecs B pa3dutnn MaTexkHUKOB. [Tomocnen u KaBaneprapackuii monk. ['ocymaps
TIpHUKAa3bIBaM MAguTh MockoBckuii onk. OH caM MepBEIi oT [IBOpIa BEIIIEN IPOTHB
HUX ¢ MuxaillloBckuM nojikoM. Mexy TemM Benukui kHs3b Muxaun IlaBnoBuy ot1-
Ben Ha Hukonmbckyro miomaab Ty 4acTb MOCKOBCKOIO IMOJIKA, KOTOpasi MPHUCITHYyIa
Huxonato [TaBnosuuy. B crnen 3a 9Tum oH nockakain kK CEeMEHOBCKOMY TOJIKY M MX
Tyna e oTBen. A rerepan buctpom mpusen Erepckuii monk. [/IBe mymniku 6s11m 00-
pamens! Ha Bo3zHneceHckyto ynuiry. OT BO3MyTHTENEH, K KOTOPBIM MPUCOCTHHNINCH
HEKOTOpEIE JISHO-TpeHaiephl, mocnana OblTa BecTh K ynmanaMm B CtpensHy. [Ipu mep-
BOM ITyIIIEYHOM BBICTPEIIC OHU TOCKAKAIH B TOPOI M OBUIM OCTAHOBIICHBI Y BOPOT.
[Tocnana Obu1a, rOBOPAT, K HUM HaBcTpeuy yacth KoHHOrBapaeiickoro nonka. ®Oun-
JISTHJICKWH TIOJIK 11I€J1, TOBOPSAT, CIIOKOMHO OT Ka3zapM cBoux o McaakueBckoro mocra.
Tyt Bapyr 3axpuuan on: “/la 3npaBctByer Koncrantun”. HayanbHuku craimu yoex-
JaTh UX K MokopHOCTH. HO OHM nBHHYNHCH Briepea. Ha momoBuHEe MOCTa yCIbIanu
OHH TYIICYHYIO Mab0y U 0CTaHOBWIHCE. ([pyrue roBopsT, uTo OUHISHICKIHA MOIK
CTOSUI CITOKOMHO Ha BacuiibeBckom octpose). [locie myriedHoit mams06l (siapaMu, a
He KapTeubto) MockoBckui ok pazoexaincs. K Beuepy Bce yTHXIIO, TOJIBKO BOHCKa
BCIO HOYb ITPOBEJIH Ha OMByaKax.

[15 nexadps]

15 dexaOpst s otripaBmiics B ropon. Ha [letepOyprckoit cTopoHe BHIHBI OBLTH OXHU
TOJBKO pa3be3zkarolue ka3aku. [IepBblil MUKET peryaspHOro BoWCKa CTOAI TOTYAC 3a
TyukoBbIM MOCTOM Ha BacuibeBckoii cTpenke 6iu3 noma Kycosa. 1o Beeit Kagerckoit
u [lepBoii TMHNUN, HaYUHAS MEXTY OOJBIINM U CPEIHUM MIPOCIEKTOM 10 PymsaHIeBc-
Koii turomaau (0mm3 AxageMuu XyIoKeCTB) CTOsIa Ha OMBaKax KOHHAS apTHILUICPHS.
MHOTOYNCIICHHBIE MTATPYIH COCTOSIN M3 ’KaHAapPMOB M KOHHOT'BApJICHIIEB (a MOXKET
6b1Th 1 KaBaneprapznos), Taxke U3 Ka3akoB. bims 3umHero J[Bopua, ToBOpSIT, Takxke
paccTaBieHbI ObUTH MYIIKH.

OcTaHoBUBIIKCH 05u3 ["anepHoii ymulpl, s moient B 1oM KoccukoBckoro (ObIBIIHIA
YerunoBa) k ceHatopy MBany MarBeeBuuy MypasbeBy-Anocrory. CTekia B KBapTH-
pe ero 66Utk TOOHUTEL. OH caM ¢ CeMEHCTBOM OTIPABIIINCH K TIONKOBHUKY bHOWKOBY,
35TIO ero, axploTaHTy Bemmkoro Kus3s Muxanna [laBnoBuda. bubukoB ObuT paHeH.
(3a HeckonpKo AHEH mpen TeM emie rpaduHs MypaBbeBa Obliia TOBOJIbHA, YTO OH TI0
JOJDKHOCTH CBOEH HE MOXeT oTryuuTbesi n3 Cankr-IletepOypra, n60 B MpOTUBHOM
cilyyae eMy Hy)KHO ObUTO ObI exaTh B TaraHpor Uil POBOXKAHUSI TeJla TIOKOHHOTO
rocyaaps UMIeparopa).

MHoro paccka3bIBajy B TOpPOJ€ U KOMUYECKHX CLeH. Y Hac, Hampumep, Ha [le-
TepOyprcKOi CTOPOHE AaMBbl, HAPSIIUBIINCH HUIH K TY4YKOBY MOCTY, YTOOBI BHIIETH
cpaxenue. Cectpy moro, Hanexny Huxonaesny SHoBckyro, B bonbmoit Mopckoit
MockoBcKHE CONJaThl, UAYYM K IUIOINAAM, 3aCTaBIsUIM Kpuuath “Jla 3apaBCTBYeET
Koncrantun!” Cecrpy H.U.I'peua, koTopast Ha TpeGoBaHmsi X, orBeyana: “Kaxoii
Koncrantun, Hukomnaii!” oHM Kak HE IPUKOJIOIH K CTEHE IITHIKOM, U T.II.
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at Adelung’s,’ in Pochtamtskaia at Colonel Ianovskii’s,® on the English Embankment
at Count N. P. Rumiantsev’s,” who was desperately ill, and on the 7" Line at Acad-
emician F. I. Krug’s,® and everything had been quiet all over town. Returning home,
crossing to the Petersburg side (behind the 2™ Cadet Corps, on Greater Grebetskaia
Street, to the house of Madam Nippe), within an hour a servant entered the house (the
Tatar, Avraam) bringing news that there was a rebellion in the city. [He reported] that
part of the Moscow Regiment had mutinied and set out for Isaakievskii Square where,
with the support of the Senate, they had been surrounded by other forces that had
already recognized Grand Duke Nikolai Pavlovich as Emperor. The Moscow Regi-
ment demanded Konstantin. The people flung themselves against the horse guards.
Gunfire and shouts were heard from both sides. He also told of how Count Mikhail
Andreevich Miloradovich, the military governor-general, who had addressed the sol-
diers and begun to read them the Imperial Manifesto, had been wounded,” and that
some police officer or local constable (Aleksandrov, a Kalmyk, godson of Emperor
Aleksandr Pavlovich) had been killed.!® The artillery was sent for, to finish the mat-
ter. I set out for Tuchkov Bridge'" with Mr. Flammond, and we were barely halfway
across when cannon fire began. It was still unclear at whom the artillery had fired, but
by all signs there was no doubting that the rebels had been defeated. The Chevalier
Guards Regiment had also arrived. The Emperor ordered the Moscow Regiment to be
given quarter. He himself was the first to leave the Palace and come up against them
with the Mikhailovskii Regiment. Meanwhile, Grand Duke Mikhail Pavlovich had
led that part of the Moscow Regiment which had sworn loyalty to Nikolai Pavlovich
onto Nikolskaia Square. After this, he rode to the Semenovskii Regiment and led them
away too. And General Bistrom'? brought the Jigers Regiment. Two cannon were
pointed down Voznesenskaia Street. The rebels, who had been joined by several of the
Life-Grenadiers, had sent word to the Uhlans at Strelna. At the first cannon fire, these
had rode into the city and had been halted at the gates. It is said that part of the Horse

5 Adelung, Fedor (Friedrich) Pavlovich (1768-1843) — historian of German origin. In 1803, Adelung had been
appointed tutor to the Grand Dukes Nikolai and Mikhail Pavlovich, whom he had, in particular, instructed in logic.

6  Colonel Ianovskii — in all likelihood the father of the diarist, Nikolai Maksimovich Ianovskii (?-1826).

7  Rumiantsev, Nikolai Petrovich (1753-1826) — a diplomat, senator, and the “Maecenas of Russian science.” In
the first quarter of the nineteenth century he had succeeded in uniting around himself a group of scholars,
primarily historians, that were to form the Rumiantsev circle — an unofficial research association whose scientific
pursuits were financed by the senator himself. Rumiantsev’s circle notably included F. P. Adelung and F. 1.

Krug. Metropolitan Evgenii (Bolkhovitinov) and G. A. Rosenkampf had close links with it. Our diarist was also
apparently close to the Rumiantsev circle.

8  Krug, Filipp Ivanovich (1764-1844) — academician, historian, numismatist, researcher into the chronology and most
ancient period of Russian history.

9 Miloradovich, Mikhail Aleksandrovich (1771-1825) — Adjutant-General, Military Governor-General of St.
Petersburg. He was fatally wounded in the uprising by a pistol shot fired by P. G. Kakhovskii.

10  Aleksandrov, Kondratii Aleksandrovich (died 1825) — a collegiate assessor; godson of Alexander I.

11 Tuchkov Bridge crosses the Lesser Neva beside the Second Cadet Corps and the house of Madam Nippe, where
the diarist N. N. Ianovskii rented an apartment (see S. I. Aller. Ukazatel’ zhilishch izdanii v Sankt-Peterburge [St.
Petersburg, 1822]; S. I. Aller. Rukovodstvo k otyskaniiu zhilishch po Sankt-Peterburgu [St. Petersburg, 1824]).

12 Bistrom, Karl Ivanovich (1770-1838) — Lieutenant General of the Jagers Regiment Leib Guard, commander of all
infantry in the Guards Corps.
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Ot Anekces: MatBeeBnya CipuioBa s BIIEpBBIE y3HAM, uTo U Anekcanap becrty-
JKeB OBLT B YHCIIC BO3MYTHTEIICH.

S mocnenun B [lemaprament Hapomroro IIpocBenieHns K mpucsre, HO TyT HE OBLT
ellle MMOJy4eH yKa3. YUUHMII XKe 51 IPUCATY YK€ B TPEThEM Yacy, Iocie MPOUYHX, Moj-
MMUCaHUEM JIHCTA, TTOCIIE BHICIYIIMBAHMS BCEX COOTBETCTBYIONMX Oymar B MmMmepa-
Topckoit [lyOnuuHoi OuOIHOTEKe, Iie MPH MHE BCe CiyKamme npucsrand. I[locie
Bcex mx moxpocnen M Huxonmait MBanoswu I'ped. M3 ycr ero g y3Hanm mogpoOHOCTH
BUEPALTHUX IPOUCIIECTBUH.

Bce Oparbs becryxeBsl (4-pe, Mexay mpounM, Hukomait AHnpeeBUd JIeHTEHAHT
¢uora, 1 Anexcanap AHIpeeBHY, aJbIOTAHT NpHHIA AJlekcanapa Buprembeprcko-
ro, PeuteeB (u3narens «[lomsipHol 3Be3mbl» Ha 1823-1825 1), kHs13bs OOOICHCKHIA
n OJIOCBCKI/Iﬁ Y4aCTBOBaJIM B BOSMYIUICHUU. Bosbiioe y4uyaCcTue€ NnMpuHUMaJl B HEM U
I'paBeropckuii, OBIBIIHIA KaBKAa3CKUN BUIIE-TYOEPHATOD.

1[TekcT, HANMMCAHHBIN aBTOPOM JTHEBHUKA Ha IOJISIX, AAETCS B IyOIUKALIUN KypCH-
BoM - E.M.]. Huronas Becmyoicesa 6 nocneonuil pas s éuoen y H.U.Ipeua.

2. Anexcandp Becmyoices, 6yoyuu y mens ¢ 1824 200y, 6351 0151 KORUPOBAHUSL UECTD
BEH2EPCKUX KOCMIOMOB, - 2YCap - U euje He BO8PAMUIL UX.

3. Puineesa s suden 6 nociednutl pas ewje 00 ywacmusi e2o 8 noeounxe Hogocuib-
408d C ..., OH CKA3BIBAL MHE, YUMo cobupaemcsi ko MHe emecme ¢ Khsizem Q0oesckum,
JHCENAIOUWUM NOZHAKOMUMBCSL CO MHOIO U NOCOBEMOBAMbCSL 6 OMHOUEHUU K npeoMe-
Mam Mu@onocudecKum.

4. Knsazsa Obonenckoeo s 6 1820 e. suovisan y Arxoea Huxonaesuua Toncmosa. On
mHoeo yuman Lleniunea ¢unocogpckue couunenus, o eosa iy OvLL K MOMY HPU20-
MOGIEH.

5. I'pasecopckuii mHozo Oysanun no Poccuu u 6un noumossix cmompumenei. OH 6
conpogooumenvrol bymaze noduuwan ceoe umsa u nucaics epag Topckuu. B 1819
200y, K020a 5. pesu306ai noymvl, Mue 0cobauso no Kasxasckoil 2ybepnuu Mno2o Ha
He20 JHcan0BaAIUCH. A NOUMOBbIL 0enapmamenm no 3Momy nogody Cmai no 08yM uiu
mpem noumammam, Yeprucosckomy ...

OmHrM W3 TIaBHBIX TpeaBoxuTeneil 0puT KHA3b mutpmit Aunpeend Llermun-
PocroBckmii, poTHBIN KOMaHAUP MOCKOBCKOTO TMOJIKa. B Nei0-rpeHagepckoM MoKy
ouneps! Aunpeit Augpeesnd llItopx n Cyrrod pacnpocTpaHmim U3BECTHE O TOM,
Oynro Obl Benukuit kHs13b Koncrantun I1aBnoBuy 31eck B Cankr-IlerepOypre B oko-
Bax. B reapuelickoM skunaxxe Huxonaii bectyxeB peBOIUTENbCTBOBAT MATEKHU-
kamu U nedteHanT Muxann Kapnosna Kroxenb0ekep (Opar cTuxoTBOpIiia, ObIBIIETO
He3anonro nepen cuM yaactankoM y H.I'I'pewa n @.B.Bynrapuna B m3mannn Cesep-
Hoit [Tuemns! u mmp.).

Onun kHA36 O10eBCKUi (OpaT MOCKOBCKOTO MHcaTes, u3iasiero “MuemMo3uny”’
BMmecte ¢ Buibrensmom Kapriosuuem KroxenbOekepom) zactpenuics. [Ipoune Bce
MOCaKeHbI B KPEMOCTh BMECTE C OEKaBIIMMHU COJIaTaMHU, 3aXBAYCHHBIMU OOJIBIICIO
4acThIO Ha BacmiibeBckoM ocTpoBe 1o pabpukam u mp.
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Guards Regiment had been sent to intercept them. The Finland Regiment moved, it is
said, from their quarters to Isaakievskii Bridge. Here it suddenly broke out with a cry
of “Long live Konstantin.” Their leaders then tried to convince them to submit. But
they advanced. Halfway across the bridge they heard cannon fire and halted. (Oth-
ers say that the Finland Regiment remained peacefully on Vasil’evskii Island). After
the cannon fire (cannon balls, not grapeshot), the Moscow Regiment scattered. By
evening, all had calmed down, apart from the forces spending the night bivouacking.

[December 15]

On December 15, I set out for the city. On the Petersburg side, nothing was vis-
ible except Cossacks on horse. The first picket of the regular forces then stood across
Tuchkov Bridge on the spit of Vasil’evskii Island, by the Kusov house. All along
Kadetskaia and the First Line, from a point between the large and middle prospects
leading up to Rumiantsevskaia Square (near the Academy of Arts), horse artillery
stood in bivouacs. There were numerous patrols composed of gendarmes and Horse
Guards (and perhaps also Chevalier Guards), as well as Cossacks. It is said that can-
nons were also positioned near the Winter Palace.

Stopping near Galernaia Street, I went into the Kossikovskii house (formerly Usti-
nov’s) to see Senator Ivan Matveevich Murav’ev-Apostol.”> The windows of his
apartment had been smashed. He himself had gone with his household to Colonel
Bibikov, his son-in-law, an adjutant of Grand Duke Mikhail Pavlovich. Bibikov was
injured. (Several days previously, Countess Murav’eva had expressed her satisfac-
tion that, due to his position, he would not have to leave St. Petersburg, which he
would otherwise have had to do, to accompany the remains of the deceased Sovereign
Emperor from Taganrog.)'

There was much talk of comical scenes in the town, too. Among ourselves, for
instance, on the Petersburg side, several ladies had dressed up and gone to Tuchkov
Bridge to see the fighting. My sister, Nadezhda Nikolaevna lanovskaia, on Great
Morskaia [Street] , was forced to shout “Long live Konstantin!” by Moscow soldiers

13 Murav’ev-Apostol, Ivan Matveevich (1768-1851) — privy councilor, senator, diplomat, member of the Russian
Academy, writer. His daughter Ekaterina Ivanovna Murav’eva-Apostol (1795-1861) was married to I. M. Bibikov.
On December 15, 1825, during his meeting with N. N. Ianovskii, Murav’ev-Apostol was preoccupied with the
condition of his son-in-law, who had been wounded by the rebels on Senate Square. He had yet to learn that all
three of his sons — Matvei, Sergei and Ippolit — had taken part in the mutiny of the Chernigov Regiment.

14 Bibikov, Illarion Mikhailovich (1793-1861) — a colonel in the Hussars Regiment Leib Guard, director of the
chancellery of the general staff. On December 14, 1825, he was sent by the emperor to find out the allegiance of
the Guards Equipage, then entering Senate Square. Having made his way through a crowd of people and chains of
soldiers positioned by the rebels, he was captured and severely beaten. According to the official version, Bibikov
freed himself and, wounded, made his report to Nikolai Pavlovich. According to another version, he owed his
salvation to his relations with the Murav’ev-Apostols. A great granddaughter of Bibikov and the Decembrist Nikita
Murav’ev preserved the following family legend: “When the rebellion broke out, my great grandfather went out to
the Guards Equipage, urging the soldiers to disperse. They answered him with drawn swords. Seeing this, Ryleev
and several other officers who knew him to be an in-law of the Murav’ev-Apostols, having met him at their home,
cried out to the soldiers: ‘Stop, brothers, this one’s ours!’In a state of delirium they managed to save Illarion
Mikhailovich...” (A. Bibikova, “Iz semeinoi khroniki,” Istoricheskii vestnik, 146, no. 11 [1916]: 422).
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I'Bapaeiickuii Dxkumnaxxk mpucATHyA 15 yncia. 15 yucna B 5-M 9acy yTpa CKOHUANICS
rpad M.A.Munopanosud. Eme 14 uncna ['ocymaps mucan kK HeMy IpeKpacHOE MUCH-
MO, KOTOpoe Tpad), yMupasi, IPWKUMaI K cBoeMy cepany. Hukomnaii [TaBnosud npu-
Kazai ero Oanbp3amMupoBarh. [TuceMo npu MHe unrtan rpad Anpakcu rpagdy Ceprero
IIerpoBuuy PymsiHueBy.

Benukuii kHa3p Muxaun [laBnoBud MHOTO COIEWCTBOBaN K CKOpeilieMy perie-
Huto nen 14 gucna. U xak on momuwmi Bce! Ha mytn, Beast CemeHoBcknit monk k Mca-
aKHeBCKOH mtomaay, oH y3Hai @.JI.AnenyHra v KIaHsJICsS €My, @ BEUEPOM CKazall
ceiny @enopy DenopoBudy AJenyHTy, KOTOPBIN BO ABOpIE OBbUT B KapayJe; CeromHs
st OariolKy Barrero Buzesn ¢ 6parom crapiinM, HO IO POCTY MEHBIIMM B TOJITE; KaK
OH He OOMTCSI, YTOOBI €ro He 3a1aBUIIH.

PaHeHbI MeXX Ty MpOYUM MOJKOBHUK Bemnno (koHHOTBapaeelr), kotopomy 15 yucna
MEJIUKH OTHSUIM PYKY; TOJIKOBHHK JEHO-rpeHasepckoro nonka Criopiep, KOTOpoMy
ITyJICI0 IPOCTPEIIeH HACKBO3b JKUBOT, H KOTOPOTO OTHeCH B JIoGaHOB oM. 116 nexa-
Opst 1o yTpy. O0a mpou3BeeHb! B TeHEPAIIBL

Cka3zpIBaltoT, Oy/1To OBl Yy OIHOTO M3 COCTOSIBILIMX B 3aroBope HaiiyieH npoekt Koxc-
TUTYLIUH, X 9TO 3TO OyATO OBI IpUUUHA, 1715t 4ero MOCKOBCKHH MOJIK M IPYTHX MOJIKOB
MSTEKHUKHU coOpaHbl ObutH rpes; CeHaToM.

N.B. O Koncmumyyuu oyman nepgvim Ha poccutickom asvike Tamuwes: (Koncmu-
myyus Anenuu. M. 1806-1808). He smum au nepesooom oH Haglex Ha cebs nodospe-
HUe 8 NOMUMUUECKOM 801bHOOYMcmse, 0 Koem eosopun Lneyep (Hecmop). N.B. ne
mom Tamuwes.

SIKOBKHH, y4aCTBOBABIIHMH B 3arOBOPE, CaM SIBUJICS] K TOCYAAPI0O U MPUCSTHYI eMy
Ha BEpPHOCTb. l 0cynapp nopyuus eMy ycMUpUTh MOCKOBCKHH MOJIK; HO 3TO OH YK€ HE
CMOT; BO3BpATHJICSA M JJOHEC, YTO JI0OPOM YiKe JieJlaTh HeUero.

T'oBopsr, Oyaro Ob1 oduIepsl apTHILIEPUICKHE OB C yTpa apeCTOBAHBI.

Tocmozpk na GarocaoBUT ApCTBHE HOBOrO MoHapxa, [Ha MoJIsiX - B BeIcoyaiiiiem Ma-
Hudecte ceoeM - E.M.] obemiaBiiero 1apcTBoBaTh Tak, 4ToObl IAPCTBOBAHHUE €ro ObLIO
TOKMO TIPOJOKEHNEM LIAPCTBOBAHMS UMIepaTopa Anekcanzapa biarocinoBeHHoro!

16 nexadps 1825
17 dexabps

(ITo cmyxam)

Mormnomoii rpad Armpeit Kapmoswua JluBeH, caykuBmimii ipu MOCKOBCKOM TIOJIKY,
moOyIMIT MHOTHX COJIIaT CBOCH KOMaHIBI K MPUCSTE TeM, 94TO BCTaB y ABEpeil 00b-
SIBWJI, YTO HENPHUCATHYBIINE BBIMIYT U3 KOMHATHI TOJIBKO Yepe3 Tpyn ero. (Co ciioB
rpada K.B.Heccenbpoae ®.I1.Anenynry).

N.M.MypaBbeB-ANOCTOJI CKa3blBaJl MHE, 4TO 35Th €ro (MIMTesb-a/bIOTaHT, T10JI-
xoBHHK Bacwunuii [letrporya bubukos, B 3m0poBse nomnpasisercsa. Congar yaapui ero
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making their way to the square. N. I. Grech’s sister answered their demand with
“What Konstantin? Nikolai!” and they somehow escaped being nailed to the wall
with bayonets, and so forth.'

It was from Aleksei MatveevichSpiridov'® that I first heard that Aleksandr Bes-
tuzhev'” was among the troublemakers.

I hastened to the Department of Popular Enlightenment to take the oath, but the
order for it had not yet been received. I took the oath after two, after the others, by
signing a sheet of paper following a reading of all the corresponding papers in the
Emperor’s Public Library, where all the staff took the oath in my presence. After all
of this, Nikolai Ivanovich Grech arrived. From his mouth I discovered the details of
the previous day’s events.

All four Bestuzhev brothers (including Nikolai Andreevich, a lieutenant in the navy,
and Aleksandr Andreevich, adjutant to Prince Alexander of Wiirttemberg'®), Ryleev
(publisher of ThePolar Star from 1823 to 1825)," and the Princes Obolenskii*® and
Odoevskii,* had taken part in the insurrection. A large part in it had been played by
Gravegorskii, too, a former vice-governor of the Caucasus.?

1. [The text in the margins is given here in italics.] Nikolai Bestuzhev — last seen by
myself at N. I. Grech 5.7

2. Aleksandr Bestuzhev, a guest of mine in 1824, he borrowed six Hungarian suits
to have them copied — is a hussar — and still hasn t returned them.

15 This probably refers to Ekaterina Ivanovna Grech (born 1793). Grech, Nikolai Ivanovich (1787-1867) —a
journalist, publisher, pamphleteer, translator, author of works on Russian grammar and philology.

16  Spiridov, Aleksei Matveevich (1728-?) — state councilor, serving in the post office department.

17 Bestuzhev (Marlinskii), Aleksandr Aleksandrovich (1797-1837) — the well-known writer who was a staff-captain
of the Dragoons Regiment Leib Guard; adjutant to the chief executive officer by his connections with Prince
Alexander von Wiirttemberg, brother of the Empress Mariia Fedorovna.

18  The Bestuzhev brothers — Aleksandr, Nikolai, Mikhail and Petr - were sons of the head of the chancellery at the
Academy of Arts, the writer Aleksandr Fedoseevich Bestuzhev (1761-1810). Bestuzhev, Nikolai Aleksandrovich
(1791-1825) — a prose writer, artist, memoirist, historian of the Russian Navy, and inventor. A participant in the revolt
of December 14, he led the sailors of the Guards Equipage onto Senate Square, took part in framing the “Manifesto
to the Russian People” from the Senate, laying out the program of the uprising. Bestuzhev (Marlinskii), Aleksandr
Aleksandrovich (1797-1837) — see note 35. Bestuzhev, Mikhail Aleksandrovich (1800-1871) — a participant in the
uprising on Senate Square. Sentenced to hard labor until death. He refrained from taking advantage of the amnesty
manifesto of 1856 to return to European Russia. Bestuzhev, Petr Aleksandrovich (1803-1840) — participant in the
December 14 uprising, he was instrumental in bringing the Guards Equipage out onto Senate Square.

19 Ryleev, Kondraty Fedorovich (1795-1826) — a retired second lieutenant; head of affairs at the chancellery of the
Russian American Company.One of the leaders of the uprising on Senate Square.A poet. Condemned at the highest
level (vne razriadov) and sentenced to death by hanging. Executed on the crownwork of the Peter and Paul Fortress
on July 13,1826.

20 Obolenskii, Evgenii Petrovich (1796-1865) — lieutenant of the Finland Regiment Leib Guard. One of the main
organizers of the uprising.

21 Odoevskii, Aleksandr Ivanovich (1802-1839) — a cornet of the Mounted Regiment Leib Guard. A poet. He joined
the Northern Society in 1825, and participated in the December 14 uprising.

22 Gorskii (Grabe-Gorskii), Osip-Julian Vikent’evich (1766-1849) — a retired state councilor. Vice-Governor of the
Caucasus from 1819 to 1822. He was not a member of any secret society, nor did he share the objectives of the
organizers of the uprising, but his clear proclivity for reckless and doubtful adventures led him onto Senate Square.

23 Nikolai Bestuzhev written for the newspaper Syn otechestva, published by N. I. Grech, and was a member of the
“Mikhail’s Chosen” Masonic lodge, into which he also introduced Grech.
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PY’KbEM; OH yTIaj, ero OpocuiIn B TOJILY HAapoJa, KOTOPbIi TonTan ero Horamu. Korna
K€ COJIAAT XOTEJ YAAPHUTh INTHIKOM B €T0 TOJIOBY, TO OH, HATHYB TOJIOBY, CTapacs py-
KOIO OTPA3WTh Yap, OH TOJBKO HITHIKOM JIETKO PAaHEH B PyKy. - locyxapb nmpucbuian
K HeMy BoeHHOro MuHHcTpa (Taruinesa), 4ToObl y3HAaTh KaKylO OH JKeJaeT cede Imo-
Iy4uTh Harpanay. “TIpoury o6 oHOM TOJNBKO, OTBEYaI OH, YTOOBI MEHS BOOOIIE HE Ha-
rpaXIaJu; sl MCIIOJHUTH TOJIBKO CBOM JIOJIT .. YBEPEH, YTO KaXKIbIH Ipyroi oduiiep Ha
MOEM MECTe MOCTYIII ObI Takke Kak U 4. (OH cTax ObUI0 yBemeBaTh OYHTOBIITHKOB).
JKena ero, momy4uB BecTh, OyATO OBI OH YOUT, C pacIymeHHBIMHA BOJIOCAMH OT JI0Ma
Pexern, 61m3 [Tonmuueiickoro Mocra, MycTHiIach Oexars Ha McaakueBCKyro IIIOMmab.

Anexcanap bectyxeB sSIBUIICS caM K Cyly: OH jKellaJl ToroBopuTh ¢ ['ocynapem Ha-
e/IMHe.

Huxomait bectyxeB moiiman B Kponmraare B mMarpocckoM mmathe. Ha Maske
KBapTaJIbHbIH, BECbMa XOPOLIO €ro 3HABILIHUH, €[Ba MOT y3HATH €TO.

HTopxy locymaps ckasai, Kak e Thl BOCCTall IPOTHB MEHsI, KOTA €Ile 3a 4ac
TIPe/l TEeM TIpHCATal MHE Ha BEpHOCTH. [ocynapeins ummneparpuna Mapus ®enopos-
Ha, yBuaas llltopxa y rpadunu JIusen, ckazana emy, “coxaieto o Bac, kak 00 orue!
Ho Oynpre yBepeHsl, uTo s cjienaio B Bamry nonbsy Bce, 4TO TOJBKO OyZeT BO3MOXK-
HO”. OH coiep»aH B KPEIOCTH, He B Ka3eMarax, Ha TaylTBaxTe.

Jlamcmopdy T'ocymape ckazan: ot Bac To s aToro He oxkuman. Cemericto Bare
CKOJIBKO 00JIaroeTeIbCTBOBAHO HaMM !

I'pady KonoBuuuemy l'ocynape mpukazan Hamucath K CBOSH MaTepw Ui TOTO,
4YTOOBI €€ yCIOKOUTh, a Bennkomy kusizto Muxawty [Tasnosuuy [ocynaps nopy4nn
Ha 000pOoTe MHChMa CKa3aTh Marepu, 4TOObI OHa ObljIa CIIOKOWHA; YTO ChIH ee Oyaer
HaKa3aH TOJBKO MIECTHHEIEIbHBIM apPECTOM.

Hopyunk ®enop @enopoBud AneryHr OBUT B Kapayiie, KOTa MPUBEIH BO JBOPEIL
cBsi3aHHOroKopHmnosnya.

Op. M.ComoBa, roBOpSIT, HEMEJIJICHHO OTITYCTHUJIH.

CkaspiBatoT Oyzro Obl I'ped n Bynrapun taxoke 3amernansl B oTo aeio. Ho Hecrpa-
BeynBo. K I'pedy Tonbko mpueskan momunMmeiicrep, 4ro0bl y3Hath kBaptupy Kro-
xelpoeKepa.

Byarapuna cnpamumBaiy, 4TO OH 3HAeT O 3aroBopiiukax. Hekoropele u3 Hux, Pei-
neeB, becryxesbl Hukonail u Anexcanap, KopHuinoBuY, HallM COTPYIHUKHA U OHU
obenanmu y I'peva nus 3a nBa npen cum (12 nexadpsi).

K I'peuy I'ocynapp npucsutan ¢ 3anpocom, nouemy Cegepuas [luena He BbIILIA B
cBoe BpeMms (BO BTOpHUK 15 umcna). [Toromy, 0TBETCTBOBaN OH, YTO 5 XKHUBY Ha ca-
AKMEBCKOH IUIOMAAX, M 4TO bynrapuH BbIrHaN U3 TUnorpaguu BCeX HAOOPIIUKOB,
0051Ch, ITOOBI BOSMYTHTENI MHOTZIA HE 3aBIAfeN OBl Tumorpadueil u He cTamm OBl
reyararb 4ero-Jmoo.

I'pad Heccenbpone, yBunasmm @.I1.Anenynra ckazan emy — Hier vos éleves vous
ont fait honneur! — et avec quelle logique ont ils parlé aux militaires. — La logique,
orseyan O.I1., - ils I’ont de moi!, (100 oH-TO Benukux KHsi3e# 00ydas JIOTHKE).
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3. Ryleev I last saw before he took part in the fight of Novosiltsov with ...,**when
he told me he would pay me a visit with Prince Odoevskii, who wished to make my
acquaintance and discuss mythological matters with me.

4. Prince Obolenskii I saw at lakov Nikolaevich Tolstoy s* in 1820. He had read
a great deal of Schelling s philosophical works, but scarcely had the education for it.

5. Gravegorskii had raised hell all over Russia and had assaulted postmasters. In
an accompanying document, he had erased his name and wrote it out as graf [count]
Gorskii.* In 1819, when I was carrying out an audit of the post office, I heard many
complaints about him, in particular from the Caucasus province. Because of this, the
postal department determined that only two or three post offices, the Chernigov ...

One of the ringleaders had been Prince Dmitri Andreevich Shchepin-Rostovskii, a
company commander in the Moscow Regiment.”” In the Leib-Grenadiers Regiment,
the officers Andrei Andreevich Storch? and Sutthof * had spread word that Grand Duke
Konstantin Pavlovich was here in St. Petersburg in manacles. In the Guards Equipage,
Nikolai Bestuzhev had led the mutineers along with Lieutenant Mikhail Karlovich
Kiichelbecker® (a brother of the poet,*! and who had not long prior to this worked with
N. G. Grech and F. V. Bulgarin® in publishing The Northern Bee and other titles).

Only Prince Odoevskii (brother of the Moscow writer who published Mnemoz-
ina together with Wilhelm Karlovich Kiichelbecker) was shot.** The others were all

24  This refers to V. D. Novosiltsov’s duel with K. P. Chernov, Ryleev’s cousin, for whom he acted as second.

25 Tolstoi, Iakov Nikolaevich (1791-1867) — staff-captain of the Pavlovskii Regiment Leib Guard, senior adjutant of
the General Staff. A member and one-time president of the “Green Lamp” society, and an acquaintance of A. S.
Pushkin, who dedicated his “Stanzas to Tolstoi” to him (1819).

26 O.-lu. Gorskii called himself “count” (in Polish - srabia) Gorskii, passing himself off as a scion of a Lithuanian-
Russian princely house.

27  Shchepin-Rostovskii, Dmitrii Aleksandrovich (1798-1858) — staff-captain of the Moscow Regiment Leib Guard.
Together with A. A. Bestuzhev and several other company commanders, he had led the soldiers of the Moscow
Regiment out onto the square.

28 Tanovskii mistakenly refers to Aleksandr Andreevich Storch as Andrei. Storch, Aleksandr Andreevich (1804-1870)
— second lieutenant of the Grenadiers Regiment Leib Guard. Not a member of the Decembrists’ secret societies, he
ended up on Senate Square by chance. “On the 14" of December, in the morning, after the oath, being in the palace
and having seen the Leib-Grenadiers Regiment marching past, he counted it his duty to join in, unaware of whither
they were going or why. Having reached Isaakievskii Square, he remained in the middle of a swiftly moving
infantry square. To the questions of the Commission as to what had caused him to go against his oath, he replied
that it had been purely from foolishness.” Dekabristy: Biograficheskii spravochnik (Moscow: Nauka, 1988): 341.

29  Sutthof, Aleksandr Nikolaevich (1801-1872) — lieutenant of the Grenadiers Regiment Leib Guard, who had led his
company onto Senate Square.

30 Kiichelbecker (Kiukhel’beker), Mikhail Karlovich (1798-1859) — a participant in the mutiny on Senate Square.

31 Kiichelbecker (Kiukhel’beker), Wilhelm Karlovich (1797-1846) — a Lyceum comrade of Pushkin and Pushchin.
Participant in the uprising on Senate Square. During which he tried to kill Grand Duke Mikhail Pavlovich.

32 Bulgarin, Faddei (Tadeusz) Venediktovich (1789-1859) — journalist, prose-writer, critic, publisher. After the
uprising, on the request of the police who were looking for W. K. Kiichelbecker, then in hiding, he gave them a
spoken description. While not officially counted among those serving in the 3rd Department, he took an active part
in its work, submitting notes which, in essence, played the role of denunciations.

33 Odoevskii, Vladimir Fedorovich (1803/1804-1869) — cousin of A. I. Odoevskii. A writer, philosopher, and music
critic. The diarist is in error. A. I. Odoevskii was not shot, but handed himself in to the St. Petersburg Senior Chief
of Police A. S. Shul’gin and was sent to the Peter and Paul Fortress the following day.
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ToBopsAT, YTO OBUIM 3aTOTOBICHBI MPOCKTHI IBYX KOHCTUTYIHH. - OIUH U3 HUX -
TOYHBIA CITUCOK (ppaHITy3cKoii! - 3aroTOBICHHOE 3HAMSI, TOBOPST, OBIIO C HAIIHCEHIO.
BonbHOCTE, CBOOO/A, KOHCTUTYIIHS.

VBepsuIH, YTO COJJIAaThl HAMEPEBAINCH ITOTYOUTH B TOPOJIE BCEX, KpoMe Oopoadeii.
I turmui, y3HaB 00 3TOM, pa3IoXKuI 10 suKaM B cBoer koutope 30 000 pyoreit, a
MpoYue ACHbBI'U NIpUIIPpATA.

Conpnarsl kpuuann: «Ypa Korcrantun!»; opuneps! xe: «la 3apaBcTByer KoHCTH-
Tynus!

Mopckoii 3kuIax (B KOTOpOM OCTanuch BepHBI:KadanoB, ApOy3os, JJoOpoBoih-
ckuii) kpuuan moiozaen Hukonait! - Ho ypa Koncrantun!

19 nexadps

Cekperapb umMIeparpuisl Anekcanapsl PeJopoBHBI CKa3bIBall MHE, 9T0 [ocyaaps
Huxonaii [TaBnoBuy B nporiesniee BOCKpeceHbe, KOrja OH Ha KOPOTKOE BPEeMs yCIIel
1oOBIBaTH B AHMYKOBOM JIBOPIIE, CKa3ajl CBOCH CyInpyre, MOJOMIEAIIN CO CIe3aMHu K
OKHY: Telepb KOHYMIIOCh MOE CEMEHUCTBEHHOE cyacThe. S yChIHOBMII 52 MWIIIMOHA
Jereil - u He Oyay yXe B COCTOSIHUHM IPHHA/JICKATh TOJIBKO TECHOMY KPyry MOUX
JOMAITHUX.

[lyTemmecTBre ero u TocyIapblHA B [epMaHHUIO CTOMIIO eMy OKoio 1/2 mMuimmnoHa
cobcrBenHoro kanurana. K cuacrteio 1. [1lam60 ycren cOepeyb 4acTh MOITy4aeMOro
ero oxona (150 000 py6meii accurHanusiMM B TOA); @ TO ObI ITPUIIIIOCH BOMTH B J10I-
ru. Tenepb ckaszan oH, S MOTY IpPEICTaBUTh TrocyaapbiHe Mo Kpaitneirt mepe 75000
pyb0iieii cepedpom, COSPEIKCHHBIX MHOKO U3 €€ KanuTaa. [Ipu posKaeHUH IPUHIIA WK
npuHIeccs l'ocynaps npucelnan B nogapok kak Huxonaro [laBnoBuuy, Tak u el no
60 000 py0ueit accurHarusamu. Ho 3a KpeCTHHBI U TIPOY. TIPUXOIUIOCH H3IEPKIBATH
okoro 100 000 pyOueit, Tak 9TO OCTATOK, (3a KOTOPBIH ['0CyaphIHs MoKymaia Kakoi
nnbo (epMyap wid T.I1.) ObUT BechbMa He3HauuTeleH. Kornma ke eif 00a pasa ciydu-
JIMCh HECYACTHBIE POl (faux couches), To OHa MOAAPKOB BOBCE HE MOJTyyala; a pac-
XO/Ibl OBLIH MOYTH Te ke. [0CyaapbIHs MMeeT KaluTall, Ha3HadeHHbIH eif oT [Ipyccko-
ro aBopa B npuaaHoe. C OHOTO OHA MOJIy4YaeT MPOLCHTHI.

I'-ay [lam60 oHa mpuKa3bIBaTa OCBEAOMUTHCS O MAPTHKYISAPHBIX JIUIIAX, OCTpa-
naBmux 14 nexadpsi, 4ToObI OKa3aTh UM OT cedst mocodue. I'oBopsT, uro B OGyX0BC-
Kol OOJIbHUIIE OBIJIO OYEHb MHOTO H3YBEYCHHBIX.

st poccwuiickoi mepenucku, T. [1lamM60 pekoMeHIOBal €l KaKOTO-TO YHHOBHH-
Ka, YK€ 3aHMMAaBIIETOCs 110 ee KaHUEJSIpUK U el u3BecTHoro. OHa MpeaBapuTelIbHO
omo0puIIa ero npeacTaBiIeHue.

I [ITamOo0 cka3pIBal MHE, YTO €My, KOTZIa OH TOJNBKO 2 MECSIa HaXOIWICS TpPH
Anekcannpe ®@enopoBHe (Koria OH HeKorja Obu1 yuuTesneM), eMy B beprmune npena-
raiu Mecto bey der Generaladjutantur, Tiie 6b1 OH MOT paboTaTh d deux mains, T.e. O
(panIy3cKoiil 1 HeMelKol nepenrcke. Ho OH 1o JTMYHOM MPHUBEPKEHHOCTH OCTANICs
npu Anexcanape OenopoBHe.
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incarcerated in the fortress along with the fugitive soldiers, a large part of whom had
been caught on Vasil’evskii Island in the factories, etc.

The Guards Equipage had taken the oath on the 15" On the 15", at 5 o’clock in
the morning, Count M. A. Miloradovich died. Still on the 14", the Emperor had writ-
ten him a beautiful letter, which the Count, dying, had pressed to his heart.** Nikolai
Pavlovich ordered him to be embalmed. The letter was read in my presence by Count
Apraksin to Count Sergei Petrovich Rumiantsev.*

Grand Duke Mikhail Pavlovich was of great assistance in the speedy resolution
of matters on the 14™. And how he remembered everything! On the road, leading
the Semenovskii Regiment to Isaakievskaia Square, he recognized F. P. Adelung and
bowed to him, and in the evening told his son Fedor Fedorovich Adelung,*® who was
then on sentry duty at the palace; today I saw your father and elder brother, but by
height he was the shortest in the crowd; how does he not fear that he will be crushed?

Wounded meanwhile were Colonel Velho (Horse Guards),?” whose hand was ampu-
tated by doctors on the 15"; Colonel Stiirler of the Leib-Grenadiers Regiment, who
had been shot through the stomach with a bullet, and who was taken to the Lobanovs’
house. T **on the 16™ December in the morning.* Both were made generals.

They say that a project for a Constitution was found on the person of one of the con-
spirators, and that this was the reason why the Moscow Regiment and other mutineer
regiments had gathered before the Senate building.

N.B.* The first to muse upon a Constitution in the Russian language was Tatish-
chev: (Konstitutsiia Anglii. Moscow, 1806-1808). Was it not through this translation
that he drew upon himself the suspicion of being a political free-thinker, as Schlozer
(Nestor) had said? N.B. not that Tatishchev.*!

Takovkin,* who had taken part in the conspiracy, went of his own accord to the
Emperor and swore loyalty to him. The Emperor entrusted him with the task of paci-
fying the Moscow Regiment, but he was unable to do so; he returned with the report
that nothing further could be done.

34 The wounding of the military governor-general, his death and the farewell message from the Emperor were to
be one of the most important episodes of the uprising for the inhabitants of St. Petersburg. The letter was at once
broadcast in innumerable copies. Two copies are among the papers at the Tiibingen Library.

35 Rumiantsev, Sergey Petrovich (1755-1838) — senator, chamberlain. Brother of Nikolai Rumiantsev.

36 Adelung, Fedor Fedorovich (born 1800) — a lieutenant in the Sappers Regiment Leib Guard.Son of F. P. Adelung.

37 Velio, losif losifovich (1795-1867) — a colonel of the Horse Regiment Leib Guard.

38 Here and subsequently in the diary, “”signifies a fatality.

39 Stirler, Nikolai Karlovich (1786-1825) — colonel, commander of the Grenadiers Regiment Leib Guard. Stiirler’s
death wound was the work of P. G. Kakhovskii.

40 This text in italics was written by the author of the diary in the margin and then crossed out.

41 Ttis likely that the author had once seen a translation of an English constitution made by the diplomat I. I. Tatishchev
at the house of his good friend the historian F. P. Adelung. Having been somewhat vaguely reminded of this half-
forgotten episode by talk of the constitutional hopes of the mutineers, lanovskii confused the diplomat with the
renowned historian V. N. Tatishchev (1686-1750). Having realized his mistake, he crossed out the entirety of this
marginal note.

42 The author is incorrectly reproducing the name of A. I. [akubovich. Iakubovich, Aleksandr Ivanovich (1796/1797-
1845) — a captain of the Nizhnii Novgorod Dragoons Regiment; man of letters.
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ITpu kpectuHax u T.I. Asekcanapa PeqopoBHA Beeraa pasJielisyia pacXoibl ¢ Cy-
MIPYTOM CBOMM.

Wznannoe 15 nexadps npudasnerne k CI16-m Bedomocmsam (Ne 100) maet TogHOE
MMOHATHE O MPOUCIICCTBUH 14-ro uncia. XKaik, 4To B OHOE BKpaIach HETOYHOCTH B
CJIOBAX: MPUYUHOIO (HEMOJIYUYCHHUS H3BECTHS) MOJIarajii OTIaJICHHOCTD KazapM (Moc-
KOBCKHUX U JIp.) OT IBOpLIA [daee mexcm 3auepkHym|.

21 nexaOps

(ITo cmyxam)

[Topyuuk canepHoro 6arainboHa, 0aTaabOHHBIN agbloTanT KoHcTanTHH MapkoBud
WBenuu noxxkanoBaH B (unrenb-albIOTAHThI 33 TO, YTO MEPBbIM BHINAIWI U3 MYIIKH,
KOTJIa apTUILIEPHCTHI IPUCTYIHIIN K JIEJTy ¢ HEPEIINMOCTHIO.

DHrenbrapar, OsBmmi aupextop Jlnmes [{apckocenbekoro, Ype3BEYaHO OO
oxHoro u3 ITymuHbIX (OBIBIIMX B 4Kciie OyHTOBIIMKOB), KOTIa OH HAXOAMJICS €Ile B
Jlunee. B cy60oty Ilymun nun emie y Hero 4aii, 1 ObUT Kak ChIH B JJoMe ero. B mone-
JICIbHUK DHIeNIbrap/T yBHUJIEN €T0 B YKCiIe MATEKHUKOB Ha romaay. OH npu3bIBaeT
€ro, MPOCUT BBIWTH K HeMy, HO [lymuH oTBedaeT Tonpko: «YTo Bam yrogao?» «HUto
Brr memaete?» - roBoput DHrensrapt. «Je suis a ma place»,— orserctByet [y,
Korma ke DHTenprapT MOBENUTENFHBIM TOIOCOM ckaszan emy: «Poustchine, je vous
ordonne de vous approacher de moi», OH BBIIIENT U TBEPABIM TOJIOCOM IIPEIT COIIATa-
MU nosTopwit: «4to Bam yromHo», a nmo-¢hpaHiy3cky npuOaBmil, YTO COBETYET yJia-
JIUTHCSI, UOO 371eCh OH HAXOIUTCS B OIIACHOCTH.

Takum 00pa3oM paccraicsi ¢ HUM DHrelbrapir.

IITopx, akageMuK, rOBOPST, OT rocynapblHi Mapuu ®enopoBHBI IEPBBIH y3HAI O
MIPOCTYTIKE CBOETO ChIHA, KOTOPBI 1O ITYMOCTH BMEIIAICS B PsAbl OYHTOBIINKOB, U
IIOTOM YK€ He ObLI BBIITycKaeM. «Je vous plains, ckazana nmneparpuua, y Jlusenoi
yBuzeB llITopxa, - votre fils est coupable. Mais je ferai mon possible pour le sauver».
Tocynaps Hukomnaii [TaBnosnd, roBopsit, ckazan mononomylllTopxy: « Tl Bcerna Obut
ny6unoity. CrapyIka, HIHbKA €T0, He BBIXOAAIIAs yXKe U3 A0Ma, yCTUIach B MyTh
k McaakneBCKOMy MOCTY, BCKapaOKajach Ha BO3BBIIIEHHOCTh U XOTEJIa MAXHYTh EMY
pyxoro, uTo0BI 0H Bo3BpaTmics gomoit (!) Ltopx nckan cmacenus Ha CeHaTCKOM
nBope. Bekope oH pemmmiicst OTIpaBHTBHCST JOMOH («K MaTyIIKe, - TOBOPUT DHIEIIb-
rap/rT, YTOObI BBIIHUTH YaIIKy Kodey). Kakoil-To NOoIKOBHUK U reHepall Kak He U3py-
6uim ero. Ho onmn n3 Hux ckazan: «[lomanaum ero, Beab OH HE 3aIIUIIAETCs!»

Kus3p TpyOenkoit.

Kus3p [omutein pu koHHOM apTiimiepuu (Cepreit MuxaitmoBuu?).

Kus3p Koncrantun IlerpoBuu Obonenckuii, neil0o-reapaun [laBnoBckoro mosnka
TIOPYYHK, aABIOTAHT IIPU reHepai-axbiorante [loremkune.

Kus13p O00oneHcKui.

Kus3p mutpuii Anekcanaposud Llenun-PocToBekuii.
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It is said that the artillery officers were arrested that morning.

May the Lord bless the reign of the new Monarch /[in the margin:in his most high
Manifesto] who has promised to rule in such manner that his reign should be like a
continuation of that of Emperor Alexander the Blessed!*

December 16, 1825
December 17

(According to rumors)

- The young Count Andrei Karlovich Lieven, serving in the Moscow Regiment,
prompted many soldiers under his command to take the oath by means of standing in
the doorway and announcing that those who did not swear loyalty would only leave the
room over his dead body.*(From the words of Count K. V. Nesselrode*® to F. P. Adelung).

- I. M. Murav’ev-Apostol informed me that his son-in-law, the aide-de-camp, Colo-
nel Vasilii Petrovich Bibikov, was returning to health. A soldier had hit him with his
gun; he had fallen and been thrown into a crowd of people who trampled him under-
foot. When the soldier had aimed for his head with a bayonet, he, ducking, had tried
to parry the thrust with his arm, which was slightly injured.*® — The Emperor sent the
War Minister (Tatishchev)?’ to him, to ask in what way he wished to be rewarded.
“I ask only one thing,” he answered, “that I not be rewarded at all; I merely did my
duty... and I am sure that any other officer in my place would have done the same as
1.” (He had tried to remonstrate with the mutineers). His wife, having received news
that he had been killed, had ran out of the Reketi house,* near the Police Bridge, with
her hair down, onto Isaakievskaia Square.*

Aleksandr Bestuzhev went of his own free will to the court: he wished to speak with
the Emperor in private.

Nikolai Bestuzhev was captured at Kronstadt in the uniform of a sailor. A constable
at the Lighthouse, who was very well acquainted with him, had barely been able to
recognize him.

43 This is a reference to Nikolai Pavlovich’s manifesto on ascending the throne, which, together with N. N. Ianovskii’s
diary, is found among the Briickner papers.

44 The author is in error — it was not Andrei Karlovich Lieven, but his brother, Lieutenant Aleksandr KarlovichLieven,
who had kept the First Fusiliers Company of the Moscow Regiment Leib Guards in their barracks.

45 Nesselrode, Karl Vasil’evich (Karl-Robert) (1780-1862) — head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1816-1856).

46  The author is in error. This episode refers to the son-in-law of Ivan Matveevich Murav’ev-Apostol, Illarion
Mikhailovich Bibikov.

47  Tatishchev, Aleksandrlvanovich (1763-1833) — War Minister (1823-1827); president of the Investigative Committee
on the Affair of the Mutiny of December 14, 1825.

48 Reketi — the owner of the building.

49  The spouse of I. M. Bibikov — Ekaterina Ivanovna Murav’eva-Apostol (1795-1861), daughter of I. M. Murav’ev-
Apostol and sister of the Decembrists Matvei, Sergei, and Ippolit.

50 After the crushing of the mutiny, Nikolai Bestuzhev had managed to reach Kronstadt. Having borrowed a
sheepskin coat from a servant and changed clothes, he made his way toward the Tolbukhinskii Lighthouse.
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Kus3p Anexcanap MBanosuu? ["arapuH, mparnopiyk reapaeickoil KOHHON apTHiI-
nepun (Aunpeii iBanoBuu?).

Kus3s OnoeBckuid.

OTcTaBHOH cTarcKuil coBeTHUK ' paBeropckuii, ObIBIINI KaBKa3CKUM BHIle-TyOep-
HaTOPOM.

Konnparuit ®enopoBud PrineeB, CayXuBIINN Npu AMEpUKAHCKOM KoMmIa-
HUM, OTCTaBHOM apTWIJICPUM TOANOPYUHK; IIPABUTENh KAHLEISAPUU POCCHHCKO-
aMEPUKaHCKON KOMIIaHHH.

Bunsrensm Kapnosnu KroxensOekep, (3axBaueH B Bapmiase yHTep-odunepom
I'puropsesbim!).

Muxann Kapnosnu Kroxenb0Oekep, JIeHTeHaHT rBap/IeiiCKOro SKUIaxa.

Hukonait Anekcanaposud bectyxes.

Anexcanzip Anexcannpoud bectyxkes, mTabc-kanuTaH (J1ei0-rBapaeiickoro) [pa-
TYHCKOTO MOJIKa, aIBIOTAHT IPH TeHEepalie 0T KaBaJepyuu reprore Bupremoeprckom.

bectyxes.

bectyxes.

Anexcanap Ocunosuu KopHUIOBHY, MPU YUMIIHMIE I'BapAEHCKOM T'€HEpaIbHOTO
mrada.

CeunH.

Kaxanosckuii nnn KaxoBckuid.

Anekcarnp Arnpeesnd Llltopx (oTmpasiieH B BRIOOPTCKYIO KPETIOCTB).

Cytrod.

I'pad (?) Jlamcmopd.

rpa¢ KoHOBHHUIIBIH.

Bynaros, monkoBark KapaGuHEpHOTO MMoJKa | B CyXOIyTHOM TOCIIUTAIIE).

Opect MuxaiinoBrnd CoMOB (B ITOCIIEACTBHE BPEMEHHO OTITYIIEH).

ApceHbeB.

MakcumoBHY - 00y4aBImiicst Hekorna B IlerpomnaBioBckoi 1IKoe.

[TymuHbIX TpH Opara.

[TymuH.

[lymuH.

[IpuBesenbl u3 2-oii apMHH.

MypaBseB-Arnocroi, aBa Oparta.

Jipyroi

Maiiop ... Marseit CinpuaoB (IIeH3eHCKOro MEXOTHOTO TOJIKA).

MIOJIKOBHUK ABPaMOB, CbIH COBETHHKA MMmepaTopckoil AkageMun Hayk.

MypaBbeB (MypaBbeBBIX BCETO, TOBOPAT, 3aMEIIAHO 10 CEeMy /ey 9 YeloBeK,
OZINH CBOSIK MHHHUCTpa (puHaHCOB KOoHKpHHA).

Tusenray3eH NOIKOBHUK?

U3 I'py3uu
I'puboenos, mosT (counHuTeNb KoMmenuu ['ope ot yma)
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Storch was asked by the Emperor why he had risen against him, when he had only
just sworn an oath of loyalty to him an hour previously. The Sovereign Empress
Mariia Fedorovna, who had met Storch at the house of Countess Lieven,! told him,
“I am sorry for You, as I am for your father! But be assured, I will do all that is possi-
blein your favor.” He was held in the fortress, not in the barracks but in the detention
quarters.>

To Lambsdorff, the Emperor said: I did not expect this of you. Your family has
been greatly favored by us!

The Emperor ordered Count Konovnitsyn to write to his mother in order to calm her
fears, and then had Grand Duke Mikhail Pavlovich write on the reverse of the letter
to tell the mother not to worry; her son’s punishment would be limited to a six-week
imprisonment.>*

Lieutenant Fedor Fedorovich Adelung was on sentry duty, when Kornilovich® was
brought bound to the palace.

Or. M. Somov, they say, was immediately released.

It is said that Grech and Bulgarin were also involved in this affair. But this is
unjust. The Chief of Police only came to visit Grech in order to ascertain the address
of Kiichelbecker.

Bulgarin was asked what he knew about the conspirators. Several of them, Ryleev,
Nikolai and Aleksandr Bestuzhev, and Kornilovich, had been our colleagues, and had
dined at Grech’s two days before this (on December 12).

The Emperor had Grech answer the question as to why Severnaia pchela had not
come out on time (on Tuesday the 15™). This was, he answered, because I live on
Isaakievskaia Square and Bulgarin had driven all the typesetters out of the printing
house, fearing that the insurrectionists might seize it, wishing to print something.

Count Nesselrode, having seen F. P. Adelung, told him — Hier vos éléves vous
ont fait honneur! — et avec quelle logique ont ils parlé aux militaires. - La logique,
answered F. P., - ils I’ont de moi! (as it had been him that had taught the Grand Dukes
their lessons in logic).

It is said that two projects for a constitution had been prepared. — One of them
being an exact copy of the French one! - The banner that had been prepared, they say,
bore the inscription: Liberty, freedom, constitution.

51 Lieven (née Posse), Charlotte Karlovna (1783-1828) — a lady in waiting and governess of the Grand Dukes.

52 This participant in the uprising, second lieutenant of the Grenadiers Regiment Leib Guards, Aleksandr Andreevich
Storch, was the son of Andrei Karlovich Storch (1766-1835), academician and scholar of political economy and
statistics. A. K. Storch had served as tutor to the Grand Dukes Nikolai and Mikhail Pavlovich. He was close to the
circle of N. P. Rumiantsev. This explains the diarist’s awareness of the events concerning the participation in the
uprising and arrest of Second Lieutenant A. A. Storch.

53 Tanovskii mistakenly includes Lambsdorff among the Decembrists.

54 Konovnitsyn, Ivan Petrovich (1806-1867/1871) — a participant in the activities of the Northern Society; he had
opposed swearing the oath to Nikolai Pavlovich.

55 Kornilovich, Aleksandr Osipovich (1800-1834) — staff-captain of the Guards general staff. A litterateur and
historian.In 1825 he had joined the Southern Society, and participated in the December 14 uprising.

56 Somov, Orest Mikhailovich (1791-1833) — head of the management department of the Russian American Company,
where K. F. Ryleev was head of the chancellery.
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It is averred that the soldiers had intended to kill everyone in town, apart from those
with beards. Stieglitz, hearing of this, had put 30,000 rubles in the drawers of his desk
and hidden the rest of his money.”’

The soldiers had shouted: “Hurrah for Konstantin!”; the officers: “Long live the
Constitution!”

The Naval Equipage (in which Kachalov,® Arbuzov and Dobrovolskii had remained
loyal) had cried — Well done, Nikolai! - But hurrah for Konstantin!

December 19

The secretary of Empress Aleksandra Fedorovna told me that Emperor Nikolai
Pavlovich, the previous Sunday, when he had managed to spend a brief moment at the
Anichkov Palace, had told his wife, walking to the window in tears: “Now my fam-
ily happiness is over. I have adopted fifty-two million children — and will be unable
henceforth to belong solely to the intimate circle of my own household.”

His trip with the Empress to Germany cost him around a half million of his own
funds.® Fortunately, M. Chambeau® had been able to save part of her revenues
(150,000 rubles in paper money); otherwise it would have been necessary to go into
debt. Now, he said, I can give the Empress at least 75,000 rubles in silver that I have
saved from her funds. On the birth of a prince or princess, the Emperor had sent both
her and Nikolai Pavlovich 60,000 paper rubles. But around 100,000 rubles had to
be put aside for christenings and other matters, and so the remainder (with which the
Empress purchased some kind of locket or similar thing) was quite inconsiderable.
And when she twice suffered a miscarriage (faux couches), she received no gifts at all;
but the expenditure was almost the same. The Empress has her own capital, given her
by the Prussian court as a dowry. From this she receives interest.

She ordered M. Chambeau to acquaint her with the details of those people who had
suffered on December 14 that she might give them assistance. They say that there
were a great many crippled lying in the Obukhovskaia Hospital.

For the Russian correspondence M. Chambeau recommended some civil servant to
her who had previously worked in her chancellery and was known to her. She tenta-
tively gave her assent to the notion.

M. Chambeau told me that when he had only been with Aleksandra Fedorovna for
two months (back when he had been a teacher), he had been offered the post of bey der
General-Adjutantur in Berlin, where he would have been able to work a deux mains,
i.e. responsible for correspondence in both French and German. But he had preferred
to stay with Aleksandra Fedorovna out of personal allegiance.

57 Stieglitz, Ludwig (1778-1843) — founder of the St. Petersburg trading house Baron Stieglitz and Co., a baptized Jew
and one of the richest men in Russia.

58 Kachalov, Petr Fedorovich (1780-1855) — a captain of the first rank, commander of the Guards Equipage.

59  This refers to the journey of Nikolai Pavlovich and Aleksandra Fedorovna to Prussia.

60 Chambeau, Ivan Pavlovich (1783-1848) — privy councilor, secretary to Empress Aleksandra Fedorovna.
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At christenings and so forth, Aleksandra Fedorovna always shared the expenses
with her husband.

A supplement of the St. Petersburg News issued on December 15 (No. 100), gives
a faithful impression of the events of the 14", It is a pity that some inaccuracies in
wording have slipped in: it suggested that the reason (that news was not received) was
the distance of the barracks (of the Moscow Regiment and others) from the Palace.*!
[From this point on, the text is crossed out].

December 21

(According to rumors)

A lieutenant of the Sappers Battalion, Battalion Adjutant Konstantin Markovich
Ivelich® was made aide-de-camp for having been the first to fire his cannon when the
artillerists had shown signs of hesitation.

Engelhardt,® former director of the Tsarskoe Selo Lyceum, had been extremely
fond of one of the Pushchins® (one of the rebels), back when he was attending the
Lyceum. On Saturday, Pushchin had drunk tea with him at his house, where he was
treated like a son. On Monday, Engelhardt saw him among the insurrectionists on the
square. He called out to him, asking him to come over, but Pushchin only answered:
“What do you want?” “What are you doing?”” — Engelhardt asked. “Je suis a ma
place,” — answered Pushchin. And when Engelhardt told him in a commanding voice:
“Poustchine, je vous ordonne de vous approcher de moi,” he stepped out of ranks and
repeated in a stern voice in front of the soldiers: “What do you want?” but added in
French that he advised him to leave, as he was in danger there.

And that was how Engelhardt parted company with him.

Storch, the academician, it is said, first heard of his son’s crime from the Empress
Mariia Fedorovna. His son had joined the ranks of the rebels out of foolishness, and
then it had been too late to escape. “Je vous plains,” said the Empress, meeting Storch
at Countess von Lieven’s, “votre fils est coupable. Mais je ferai mon possible pour le
sauver.” They say Emperor Nikolai Pavlovich told young Storch that: “You always
were thick as two short planks.” An old woman, his nurse who still lived in the house,
had gone to Isaakievskii Bridge, clambered up to a height and tried to wave at him, to
make him come home(!). Storch tried to save himself in the Senate courtyard. He had

61 This “Pribavlenie k S.Peterburgskim vedomostyam,” No. 100 from Tuesday, December 15, together with other
publications casting light on the events of the interregnum and uprising on Senate Square, is found in the collection
of documents under examination here.

62 Ivelich, Konstantin Markovich (1799-1837) — lieutenant of the Sappers Battalion Leib Guard.

63 Engelhardt (Engel’gardt), Egor Antonovich (1775-1862) — man of letters, director of the Tsarskoe Selo Lyceum
(1816-1823), maintained links with alumni, and held annual reunions with students and old colleagues on the day
of the Lyceum’s founding, October 19. Engelhardt corresponded with I. Pushchin and V. Kiichelbecker when both
former students were in Siberia.

64  Pushchin, Ivan Ivanovich (1798-1859) — one of the leaders of the Northern Society, a participant in the uprising on
the 14" December 1825. A friend of Pushkin. Pushchin, Mikhail Ivanovich (1800-1869) — took part in meetings of
members of the Northern Society in December 1825, and in preparing for the uprising on December 14. He took no
part in the fighting on the Square.
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very quickly decided to go home (“to his mother,” said Engelhardt, “to have a cup of
coffee”). A certain colonel and general almost ran him through. But one of them said:
“Have mercy on him, he’s not fighting back, after all!”

Prince Trubetskoi®

Prince Golitsyn of the Horse Artillery (Sergei Mikhailovich?)%

Prince Konstantin Petrovich Obolenskii, lieutenant of the Pavlovskii Regiment
Leib Guards, adjutant to Adjutant-General Potemkin.®’

Prince Obolenskii

Prince Dmitri Aleksandrovich Shchepin-Rostovskii

Prince Aleksandr Ivanovich? Gagarin, an ensign in the Horse Artillery Guards
(Andrei Ivanovich?)%

Prince Odoevskii

Retired state councilor Gravegorskii, former vice-governor of the Caucasus

Kondratii Fedorovich Ryleev, serving in the American Company, retired second
lieutenant in the artillery; head of the chancellery of the Russian American Company

Wilhelm Karlovich Kiichelbecker, (captured in Warsaw by non-commissioned
officer Grigor’ev!)®

Mikhail Karlovich Kiichelbecker, lieutenant of the Guards Equipage

Nikolai Aleksandrovich Bestuzhev

Aleksandr Aleksandrovich Bestuzhev, staff-captain of the Dragoons Regiment
(Leib Guard), adjutant to the cavalry general the Duke of Wiirttemberg

Bestuzhev™

Bestuzhev”!

Aleksandr Osipovich Kornilovich, at the training school of the Guards general staff

Svechin™

Kakhanovskii or Kakhovskii

Aleksandr Andreevich Storch (sent to the Vyborg Fortress)

Sutthof

Count (?) Lambsdorff

65 Trubetskoi, Sergei Petrovich (1790-1860) — The principal author of a plan for the uprising and its program
(“Manifesto to the Russian People”), but he did not participate in the action.

66 The author appears to have A. M. Golitsyn in mind. Golitsyn, Aleksandr Mikhailovich (1798-1858) — as established by
the later investigation, he had not been a member of the Decembrists’ secret societies, but had known of the existence
of the Northern Society. He was arrested and brought in for interrogation, but released by order of the emperor.

67 Obolenskii, Konstantin Petrovich (1798-1861) — a member of the Union of Salvation. He was arrested, but on
June 15, 1826, was released on the orders of the emperor, and allowed to resume his former rank in the Finland
Regiment.

68  Gagarin, Aleksandr Ivanovich (1801-1857) — although not a member, he was involved in the activities of the
Northern Society.

69  After the uprising was defeated, Kiichelbecker was the sole participant that managed to escape the city. He fled
to Poland, hoping to cross the border. On the January 19, 1826, he was recognized in Warsaw, thanks to the
description given by Bulgarin.

70 Probably refers to Mikhail Aleksandrovich Bestuzhev.

71  Probably refers to Petr Aleksandrovich Bestuzhev.

72 Svechin, Egor Vasil’evich (1796-1831) — arrested on the night of December 14-15, 1825, but freed with an
attestation of innocence.
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Count Konovnitsyn”

Bulatov, colonel of the Carabiniers Regiment (f in the army hospital)™
Orest Mikhailovich Somov (subsequently released)

Arsen’ev?

Maksimovich — a former pupil of the Petropavlovskaia School
Pushchins— three brothers™

Pushchin

Pushchin

Brought from the 2" Army
Murav’ev-Apostol — two brothers”’
another

Major ... MatveySpiridov (Penza Infantry Regiment)’®
Colonel Avramov, son of a councilor at the Imperial Academy of Sciences™
Murav’ev (it is said there were in all nine Murav’evs involved in the affair, one of

whom was a brother in law of the Finance Minister Cancrin)®

Tiesenhausen colonel?®!

From Georgia
Griboedov, poet (author of the comedy “Woe from Wit”)*

73
74
75

76

71

78

79
80

81
82

Konovnitsyn, Petr Petrovich (1802-1830) — sentenced to loss of rank and nobility and reduced to the ranks.

Bulatov, Aleksandr Mikhailovich (1793-1826) — died while under arrest before the close of the investigation.

Arsen’ev, Ivan Alekseevich (died 1851) — A. Z. Murav’ev named him as member of a secret society, which was not

confirmed during the investigation. Released with an attestation of innocence.

Referring to the three Pushchin brothers, the author had in mind Ivan, Mikhail and their cousin Andrei Pavlovich Pushchin

(1801-1838), who was on Senate Square for a short while with the rebels but was not brought in for interrogation.

Murav’ev-Apostol, Matvei Ivanovich (1793-1886) — participant in the uprising from the Chernigov Regiment.

Murav’ev-Apostol, Sergei Ivanovich (1795-1826) — sentenced to hanging. Executed on the crownwork of the Peter

and Paul Fortress on July 13, 1826.

Spiridov, Mikhail Matveevich (1796-1854) — sentenced to hard labor for life.

Avramov, Pavel Vasil’evich (1790-1836) — sentenced to twelve years hard labor.

This should actually be eight Murav’evs, including the Murav’ev-Apostols, who were involved in the Decembrist affair:

1. Murav’ev, Aleksandr Mikhailovich (1802-1853) — son of one of the tutors of Aleksandr I, the prominent
statesman M. N. Murav’ev, and brother of N. M. Murav’ev. Sentenced to twelve years hard labor. He should
have been released in 1832, but stayed in the mines at his own request, until the sentence of his brother Nikita
had expired.

2. Murav’ev, Aleksandr Nikolaevich (1792-1863) — exiled to Siberia without loss of rank or nobility.

3. Murav’ev, Artamon Zakharovich (1793-1846) — sentenced to hard labor for life. His sister, Ekaterina (1796-
1879), was married to the Finance Minister Count E. F. Cancrin.

4. Murav’ev, Mikhail Nikolaevich (later Murav’ev-Vilenskii) (1796-1866) — released with an attestation of
innocence on June 2, 1826, having been presented to Nicholas I. on the same day together with A. S. Griboedov.

5. Murav’ev, Nikita Mikhailovich (1795-1843) — sentenced to twenty years hard labor.

6. Murav’ev-Apostol, Ippolit Ivanovich (1806-1826) — a member of the Northern Society, participant in the mutiny
of the Chernigov Regiment. Not wishing to turn himself in, he shot himself.

7. Murav’ev-Apostol, Matvei Ivanovich.

8. Murav’ev-Apostol, Sergei Ivanovich.

Tiesenhausen, Vasilii Karlovich (Wilhelm Sigismund) (1779/1780-1857) — sentenced to two years hard labor.

Griboedov, Aleksandr Sergeevich (1795-1829) — a diplomat and writer. Was arrested in the fortress of Grozny on

January 23, 1826, and sent to St. Petersburg. Released with an attestation of innocence.



